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TRANSLATOR’S 

PREFACE. 


T  is  a  maxim  efta- 
blifhed  by  a  celebra¬ 
ted  philofopher  of 
antiquity,  that  if  a 
young  man  is  ambitious  to  raife  a 
reputation  in  the  ’world. ,  or  to  im¬ 
prove  in  knowledge  and  wifdom , 

A  2  he 
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he  Jhould  travel  into  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  *  This  feems  to  have  been 

ftrongly  verified  by  the  learned 
M.  Adanfon,  author  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  voyage.  The  love  of 

natural  hiflory,  and  an  ardent 
defire  of  fame,  excited  this  gen¬ 
tleman  very  early  in  life,  to  ex¬ 
change  his  native  foil  for  the 
burning  fands  of  Senegal ;  where 
he  fpent  five  years,  in  making  a 
diligent  inquiry  into  the  various 
curiofities,  natural  and  artificial, 
of  Negroland.  Hitherto  we  had 
received  but  very  imperfed  ac¬ 
counts  from  that  part  of  Africa, 
former  adventurers  having  had 

Philoflratus  in  Apollonio. 


no 
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no  notion  of  improving  their 
minds,  but  their  fortunes ;  lo 
that  their  relations  are  confined 
to  the  auri  facra  fames ,  the  pur- 
chafe  of  Haves,  teeth  and  dull, 
with  other  materials  of  gain.  Our 
author  is  the  firft  philofopher, 
who  adventured  to  vifit  the  tor¬ 
rid  zone,  for  the  propagation  of 
knowledge ;  and  who  in  fearch 
of  this  valuable  treafure,  may  be 
truly  faid,  to  have  encountered 

more  monfters,  than  thofe  an- 

* 

cient  heroes,  reprefented  in  fa¬ 
bulous  ftory,  to  have  gone  in 
purfuit  of  the  golden  fleece. 

He  begins  his  obfervations  at 
his  departure  from  Port  L’Ori- 
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ent,  the  third  of  March,  1749, 
and  does  not  finifh  them  till  five 
years  after,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1754.  By  the  general 
account  of  his  voyage,  we  find, 
that  during  this  time  he  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  chiefly,  in  the 
moll  curious  refearches  of  natu¬ 
ral  hiflorv ;  confulting  rather  his 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  learn¬ 
ing,  than  his  bodily  ftrength,  which 
was  often  put  to  the  fevereft 

trials.  We  fhudder  even  at  the 

.  • 

perufal  of  the  many  hardfhips 
he  went  through,  to  fatisfy  his 
own  and  the  public  curiofity; 
either  in  walking  over  the  burn¬ 
ing  fands  of  the  deferts  of  Africa, 
expofed  to  the  fcorching  heats 
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of  the  fun  ;  or  in  traverfing  ri¬ 
vets  and  torrents,  upon  the  back 
of  a  Negroe,  who  was  frequent¬ 
ly  up  to  his  chin  in  water  ;  or  in 
defending  himfelf  againft  tigers, 
wild  boars,  crocodiles,  ferpents, 
and  other  favage  beads,  beftdes 
the  many  noxious  infedts,  with 
which  thofe  deferts  abound. 

A  Philofopher,  like  M.  Adan- 
fon,  whofe  aim  in  travelling  is  to 
fee  and  to  learn,  takes  notice  of 
every  thing  that  falls  in  his  way. 

From  fo  exact  and  judicious  a  nar¬ 
rative,  one  may  therefore  form  a 
juft  idea  of  this  part  of  Africa ; 
a  country  overfpread  with  milery, 
the  natural  confequence  of  lazi- 
nefs.  Thus  he  informs  us  of 

what- 
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whatever  relates  to  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Negroes,  to 
their  drefs,  habitations,  reparts, 
dances,  fuperftitions,  and  po¬ 
verty  :  neither  does  he  forget  to 
mention  their  fociability,  good¬ 
nature,  docility,  and  refpeft  for 
the  French  nation,  which,  we 
make  no  doubt,  but  they  will  be 
equally  ready  to  fhew  to  the  new 
conquerors  of  Senegal  *.  He  like- 
wife  takes  notice  of  the  Moors  of 
that  country,  a  nation  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  Negroes,  but  al- 
moft  as  poor  and  as  indolent. 
Our  author  lived  and  converfed 
with  thole  different  people,  and 

»  j*,'  *  ,  f  ..  - 

*  This  is  to  be  underftood,  provided  they  meet 
with  the  like  good  ufage  they  have  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomcd  to. 
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met  with  fo  kind  a  reception  from 
them,  as  mu  ft  be  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  thofe,  who  fhall  have 
occaiion  to  trade  to  that  coaft, 
fince  the  French  fettlements  have 
been  fo  glorioufty  reduced  by  the 
arms  of  Great- Britain. 

In  regard  to  the  authenticity 
of  this  narrative,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm,  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  has  been  published,  with 
fuch  ftrong  marks  of  veracity, 
fince  Lord  Anfon’s  voyage.  The 
character  of  our  author,  and  his 
learned  improvements,  are  well 
known  at  Paris,  where  he  went 
through  a  courfe  of  ftudy,  un¬ 
der  Meffieurs  de  Juffieu,  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.  Up¬ 
on 
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on  exprefiing  an  earned:  defire  of 
going  over  to  Africa,  with  a  view 
oi  making  difcoveries  in  the  na¬ 
tural  hiftory  of  that  country,  he 
was  introduced  to  M.  David,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany,  who  recommended  him 
in  the  warmed:  manner  to  M. 
de  la  Brue  ",  director  general  of 
the  factory  of  Senegal.  Thefe  are 

*  This  gentleman  being  mentioned  with  great 
relpe£t  by  our  author,  in  feveral  parts  of  this  voyage, 
the  reader  will  not  perhaps  be  difpleafed  with  a  fur¬ 
ther  account  of  his  character.  Fie  lived  27  years 
on  his  government,  during  which  time  his  conftant 
ftudy  was  to  ferve  not  only  his  country,  but  the 
whole  human  fpecies.  I  fhal!  give  but  one  inftance 
of  his  univerfal  benevolence.  Flaving  learned  that 
the  Moors,  in  the  neighbourhood,  either  made  cap¬ 
tives,  or  killed,  fuch  Europeans,  as  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  be  fhip-wrecked  on  their  coaft  ;  he,  from  a 
principle  of  humanity,  offered  a  reward  of  the  value 
ot  twenty  moidores  for  every  man  in  that  condition, 

1.)  *hey 
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public  facts,  which  evidently 
prove  him  to  be  a  man  of  character 
and  abilities,  and  every  way  qua¬ 
lified  for  this  arduous  talk,  fo 
greatly  conducive  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  learning  and  commerce. 
As  to  his  manner  of  execu¬ 
ting  it,  we  need  only  to  men¬ 
tion  the  high  approbation  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  which 
we  {hall  infert  here  at  full  length, 
as  a  lafting  monument  of  the 
author’s  extraordinary  merit. 

they  fhould  bring  to  him  alive.  Thus  he  redeemed, 
at  different  times,  and  fent  home  to  their  native 
country,  at  his  own  expence,  fourteen  Britifh  fub- 
jedts.  He  is  alfo  a  man  of  genius  and  learning.  The 
author  of  this  note  came  to  France  with  him,  in  the 
firft  cartel. 
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Ext  raft  from  the  regijlers  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences , 
Dec.  the  yth,  1756. 

MEffieurs  de  Reaumur  and 
de  Juffieu  Junior,  having 
*  been  appointed  to  examine  a 
work,  written  by  M.  Adanfon, 
correfpondent  of  the  Academy, 
and  intitled,  A  V oyage  to  Sene¬ 
gal^  &*c.  performed  during  the 
Tears  1749,  1750,  1751,  1752, 
1753,  &c.  and  having  made 
their  report,  the  Academy  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  ingenious  no¬ 
tions,  exadt  defcriptions,  and  ju¬ 
dicious  obfervations  of  the  author, 
afford  reafon  to  believe,  that  his 

work 
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work  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
public,  and  deferves  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Academy.  In 
witnefs  hereof  I  have  figned  the 
prefent  certificate.  Paris,  Dec. 
the  4th,  1756. 

Grand  Jean  de  Fouchy,  perpe¬ 
tual  fecretary  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences. 
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HE  Reader  will  pleafe  to  cbferve,  that  the 


JL  French  names  of  feveral  places,  animals, 
trees,  tffc.  have  been  retained  in  the  tranflation,  as 
well  becaufe  fome  of  them  feem  to  be  of  African 
original,  others  have  been  received  in  late  ufe  by  the 
natives,  and  others,  in  fine,  (which  we  may  fay  of 
molt  of  them )  were  fuch  as  we  could  not  find  proper 
terms  to  exprefs  them  in  our  language.  In  regard 
to  the  Notes  interfperfed  throughout  this  work,  they 
were  communicated  by  an  Englilh  Gentleman,  of 
high  charadler  and  reputation,  who  refided  fome 
time  in  that  country,  and  whofe  name  would  do  us 
honour,  were  we  at  liberty  to  mention  it. 


T  O 


SENEGAL,  &c. 

T  has  been  long  obferved,  that 
moft  people  come  into  the 
world  with  an  inclination  to 
fome  particular  ftudy  or  pro- 
feffion,  which  grows  up  and  is  ftrength- 
ened  with  years.  Whatever  views  our 
parents  may  have  had  in  our  education* 
the  predominant  tafte  always  prevails, 
and,  generally  fpeaking,  determines  the 
purfuits  or  occupations  of  the  reft  of  our 
life.  Having  in  my  very  early  days  felt 
a  particular  liking  to  the  ftudy  of  philo- 
fophy  and  natural  hiftory,  I  found  my 

B  in- 
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inclinations  averfe  from  the  profefiion 
for  which  my  parents  defigned  me,  which  * 
was  that  of  the  church ;  and  therefore  I 
refiened  a  benefice,  with  which  I  had 

o 

been  already  provided,  that  I  might  be 
intirely  at  liberty  to  purfue  the  ftudy  of 
natural  philofophy. 

The  branch  I  firft  took  up  with  was 
that  of  botany,  which  I  confidered  as 
one  of  the  moft  engaging  ftudies,  not 
only  from  its  confiderable  ufe  in  life, 
but  from  its  agreeable  variety.  The 
opportunity  I  had  of  attending  the  lec¬ 
tures  of  Meff.  de  Juffieu  at  the  king’s 
gardens,  led  me  thither  very  often  ;  and 
the  ftrong  paihon  I  felt  for  that  fcience> 
together  with  my  conftant  application, 
foon  made  me  known  to  thofe  gentle¬ 
men.  I  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  my 
acknowledgment  to  thofe  two  great 
mailers,  under  whofe  direction  I  firft  be¬ 
gan  that  vaft  career,  which  I  have  not 
vet  hnilhed.  The  fpirit  of  obfervation 
and  inquiry,  fo  remarkable  in  M.  Ber- 
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nard  de  Juffieu,  and  which  he  transfufes, 
as  it  were,  into  thofe,  who  fympathife 
with  him  in  the  fame  kind  of  ftudies„ 
took  with  me  immediately,  and  by  de¬ 
grees  led  me  on  from  the  ftudy  of  plants 
to  that  of  minerals,  and  from  thence  to 
that  of  animals,  infedts,  and  (hells,  in 
(hort,  to  every  branch  of  natural  hiftory. 

From  that  time  i  had  accefs  to  the 
kings  cabinet,  and  to  thofe  of  M.  de 
Reaumur,  and  MefT,  de  Juffieu ;  there  I 
laid  a  foundation  of  knowledge,  to  qua¬ 
lify  me  for  making  obfervations  of  every 
kind  :  and  as  a  little  aftronomy  feemed 
conducive  to  my  purpofe,  I  learnt  as 
much  as  was  neceffary  under  M.  le  Mon- 
nier. 

After  I  had  gone  through  a  courfe  of 
ftudy  for  upwards  of  fix  years,  under  the 
direction  of  thofe  celebrated  Academi¬ 
cians,  I  made  known  the  intention,  which 
I  had  long  fince  formed,  of  going  abroad 
for  further  improvement.  The  obfer- 
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vations  of  thofe  gentlemen  on  different 
brandies  of  the  natural  hiflory  of  France 
had  very  near  exhaufted  the  fubjeCt ;  I 
therefore  concluded  that  nothing  could 
be  of  greater  fervice  to  me,  than  to  em¬ 
ploy  a  part  of  my  youthful  days  in  a  voyage 
to  fome  diftant  and  unfrequented  coun¬ 
try,  from  a  perfuafion  that  I  fhould  return 
with  feveral  difcoveries,  which  would 
be  new  to  Europe.  I  was  fenfible  that 
the  equinoctial  parts  of  Africa  had  not 

been  vifited  by  any  naturalift,  confequent- 
ly  that  a  vaft  field  was  open  to  me,  where 

I  might  reap  a  plentiful  harveft  of  obfer-  . 

vations. 

It  was  not,  I  confefs,  a  fmali  under¬ 
taking,  for  me  alone  to  execute  a  work, 

which  requires  the  joint  labours  of  per- 
fons  well  skilled  in  botany,  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  anatomy,  and  defign.  This 
conlideration  however  did  not  deter  me  * 
and  I  declared  my  intention  to  my  late 
father,  who  introduced  me  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  1748,  to  M.  David, 

knight 
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knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  and 
director  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  to 
whom  he  was  very  well  known.  M.  Da¬ 
vid,  attentive  to  whatever  may  be  of  life 
to  commerce,  greatly  approved  of  my  de- 
hgn,  and  expreffed  vairjoy  at  an  under¬ 
taking,  which  might  be  as  ferviceable  to 
natural  philofophy  as  to  the  commerce  of 
the  honourable  Eaft-India  company.  He 
got  me  a  place  in  the  fadtory  of  Senegal, 
and  promifed  me  my  paffage  on  board  the 
firth  {hip  which  fhould  fet  out  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  publication  of  the  peace. 

I  was  greatly  charmed  to  find  my  wifhes 
fulfilled,  and  I  fet  out  from  Paris  the  20Decem. 
20th  of  December  the  fame  year,  in  or-  ^  ^ 
der  to  take  my  paffage  at  Port  {’Orient  p^isfrom 
in  one  of  the  company’s  fhips. 

The  winter  was  ftill  very  fevere  when 

I  embarked  the  3d  of  March  1749,  on  Theban’ 
board  the  Chevalier  Marin ,  commanded  ftor  takes 

(nipping  at 

by  M.  Dapres  de  Mannevillette.  We  fet  1/0- 

X  ,  .  a  „  rient. 

fail  about  ten  o’  clock  in  the  morning, 
and  got  out  of  harbour  in  company  with 

B  3  two  ?  - 
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wind. 
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two  fmall  veffels,  which  were  defigned  for 
the  fame  port  writh  us.  The  wind  being 
at  N.  E.  foon  carried  us  out  to  fea ;  the 
beauty  and  ferenity  of  which  afforded  us 
a  mod  delightful  profpedt.  An  infinite 
number  or  porpoifes,  or  fea-hogs,  dan¬ 
cing  about  our  fliip,  feemed  to  wifh  us  a 
happy  voyage ;  they  flounced  and  leaped 
above  the  furface  of  the  water,  fo  that  their 
intire  bodies  could  be  feen ;  then  bend¬ 
ing  themfelves  like  a  bow,  they  plunged 
into  the  liquid  element,  and  rofe  again 
with  furprifing  agility,  fo  as  to  imitate 
by  thefe  different  motions  the  undula-  > 
tions  of  the  waves.  It  was  pleafant  to 
behold  them,  now  advancing  in  front, 
and  drawn  up  in  the  fame  line ;  now 
coming  athwart  each  other,  as  if  they 
intended  to  difpute  who  fhould  ap¬ 
proach  neareft  the  veffel ;  in  fhort,  their 
fports  were  fo  various  and  entertaining, 
that  we  gazed  at  them  a  long  while,  be¬ 
fore  we  were  tired. 

:e  Thefe  fifhes  are  faid  to  move  con- 

ie 

fta  tly  againft  the  wind ;  and  the  failors 

can 
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can  foretell  by  their  motion,  which  way  1749. 
it  is  to  blow.  Though  this  may  not  iviarui* 
be  true  on  all  occafions,  it  was  fo  at 
leaft  on  this ;  for  we  did  not  long  en¬ 
joy  that  agreeable  ferenity.  The  wind 
foon  chopped  about,  and  blew  fo  hard 
from  the  S.  E.  that  the  fea  grew  very 
rough  in  a  fhort  time.  The  fmall  veffels 
that  accompanied  us,  were  difperfed,  and 
we  loft  fight  of  them  till  the  day  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Senegal,  In  the  mean  while  the  Bad  wea- 
ftorm  incfeafed,  and  the  billows  role  fo  Cape  Fini- 
high,  that  we  were  obliged  to  drive  be¬ 
fore  the  wind,  and  in  that  condition  we 
experienced  the  utmoft  fury  of  a  tempef- 
tuous ocean.  At  length,  after  having  ftrug- 
gled  twenty  days  with  this  boifterous  ele¬ 
ment,  luckily  we  doubled  Cape  Fini- 
fterre,  which  had  given  us  fo  much 
trouble. 


No  fooner  had  we  reached  the  latitude  April, 
of  36,  when  we  began  to  find  the  fea 
more  calm.  A  frefti  gale  fprung  up  at 
N.  N.  E.  fo  that  we  had  very  agreeable 
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1749.  weather  after  the  form,  and  were  en- 
A?nl  joying  the  pleafure  of  a  fine  climate, 

SighfAof ’  when  we  efpied  land  the  6th  of  April. 
thePeakof  np^is  was  the  Peak  of  Tenerif,  which 

Tenerif. 


appeared  to  us  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 
or  more  properly  of  a  fugar-loaf,  the 
fides  of  which  were  duck  with  feveral 
points.  Though  according  to  our  rec¬ 
koning,  we  were  diflant  from  thence 
upwards  of  fourteen  leagues  at  N.  E.  it 
feemed  to  us  to  be  raifed  under  an  angle 
of  above  five  degrees.  At  this  diflance,  it 
had  more  the  appearance  of  a  cloud  than 
of  a  mountain,  by  reafon  of  its  white-  . 
nefs ;  and  nothing  but  its  liability  could 
make  us  diftinguifh  it.  Sometimes  it 

1 

was  perceived  above,  and  at  other  times 
below  the  clouds,  according  as  thefe 
were  more  or  lefs  diflant  from  us.  The 
nearer  we  drew  towards  it,  keeping  it 
always  to  the  fouth-eaft,  the  more  it 
feemed  to  be  upon  a  level  with  the 
neighbouring  mountains;  fo  that  when 
we  were  within  four  leagues,  it  was  no 
longer  poffible  for  us  to  diftinguifh  it 

from 
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from  the  reft.  In  this  poiition  the  1749. 
ifland  of  Tenerif  feemed  to  be  a  clufter ..  ApnL  J 
of  mountains,  joined  fo  clofe  to  each 
other,  that  we  could  only  difcern  their 
tops. 

The  notice  we  had  taken  of  the  ifle  Thjy  de« 
of  Tenerif,  purfuant  to  the  eftablifhed  put  into C 
cuftom  of  veffels  trading  to  the  coaft Tcneii£ 
of  Africa,  was  fufficient  to  diredt  us  in 
the  remainder  of  our  courfe  to  Senegal  1 
and  we  ftiould  have  followed  it,  had  our 
prefent  circumftances  permitted.  But 
the  greateft  part  of  our  water  and  pro- 
vifions  had  been  confumed,  during  the 
delay  occafioned  by  contrary  winds  off 
Cape  Finifterre;  and  what  little  remain¬ 
ed,  was  infufficient  to  complete  our 
voyage  :  fo  that  we  were  under  an  ab» 
folute  neceffity  of  putting  into  feme 
harbour,  in  order  to  take  in  a  frefti 
iupply  of  provifions.  Being  fo  near 
land,  it  would  have  been  imprudent 
to  let  flip  the  opportunity :  we  there¬ 
fore 
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1749.  therefore  kept  failing  till  night,  and  then 
April‘  lay  by.  1 


His  /hip  The  day  following  we  made  the  har- 
chor  in  the  hour  of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  eaflern 
sLtaCruz.  p^rt  of  the  ifland,  'where  we  ancho¬ 
red  in  forty  -  five  xa thorn  water,  the 
length  of  three  cables  from  land.  This 
place  greatly  refembles  a  road  for  {hip¬ 
ping,  becaufe  it  is  very  open  ;  yet  it 
would  be  a  pretty  good  harbour,  if  it 
had  but  fafe  anchorage  :  but  being  a 
rocky  bottom,  it  is  apt  to  let  the  an¬ 
chors  flip,  and  to  cut  the  cables.  How-  . 
ever  it  is  a  very  wholefome  place.  The 

whole  day  was  fpent  in  mooring  the 
fhip,  and  fecuring  its  anchors.  We  like- 

wife  amufed  ourfelves  with  fifhing  for 
mackrel.  This  feemed  to  be  almoft  the 
only  fifli  that  could  be  found  in  that 
fpot ;  and  there  was  fuch  plenty  thereof, 
that  all  the  mackrel  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  feas  feemed  to  have  made  this  their 
rendezvous.  W e  had  only  to  throw  out 
our  line,  and  we  were  fure  of  catching 
full ;  and  frequently  without  bait. 


The 
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The  people  of  the  country  catch  this  ApnL  _ 
fiiii  in  a  better  manner.  As  foon  as 
the  night  fets  in,  and  the  fea  is  calm, 
they  light  up  flambeaus,  and  Ip  read 
themfelves  with  their  boats  all  over  the 
harbour,  for  about  a  league  in  circumfe¬ 
rence.  When  they  come  to  the  Ipot 
where  there  feems  to  be  the  greateft 
plenty  of  fi£h,  they  flop  their  boats, 
holding  the  flambeau  above  the  wa¬ 
ter,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  it  fhall  give 
light  without  dazzling  their  eyes :  and 
as  foon  as  they  fee  the  fifh  fporting  on 
the  furface  of  the  waves,  and  gathering 
round  the  light,  they  call  their  net,  and 
drag  it  immediately  into  their  boat:  thus 
they  continue  till  their  quantity  is  com- 

:;-7 L  /  ■  h  '  '  -J.  I  ,  '  ; :  -A  ,  \ 

While  this  amufement  lafted,  we  were 
vifited  every  minute  by  fifhermen,  who 
came  on  board  our  fhip  to  fell  their 
commodity ;  and  indeed  we  had  it  very 
cheap*  The  Canary  mackrel  is  not  of 

the 
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1749,  the  lame  fort  as  that  of  Europe;  it  is 
ApnL  not  fo  broad,  but  much  fmaller,  though 
very  long  ;  the  {kin  is  of  a  deep  blue 
on  the  back,  of  a  fiiver  colour  on  the 
belly,  and  agreeably  ftreaked.  The 

flefh  is  white  and  firm,  but  fomewhat 
dry ;  and  though  inferior  to  our  Euro¬ 
pean  mackrel,  ftill  it  is  very  well  ta¬ 
iled. 


Difficult 

landing. 


The  day  following  we  had  leave  to 
go  afhore.  The  fea  was  very  calm  in 
the  road ;  but  it  was  quite  another 
thing  on  the  fea-fide ;  where  there  was 
a  furf  that  would  have  frightened  the 
moft  intrepid.  As  it  is  all  covered 
with  pebbles,  which  form  a  very  fteep 
bank,  and  are  alternately  impelled  and 
repelled  by  the  fea,  it  is  very  difficult 
landing.  They  arc  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  the  furge  which  drives  towards 
lhore,  and  to  take  care  that  the  boat  is 
not  turned  about,  nor  carried  back  to  fea. 
For  which  purpofe  there  are  feveral  fail- 
ors  waiting  on  the  fea-fide ;  who,  as 

foon 
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foon  as  they  fee  the  furge  approaching, 
ftep  into  the  water,  lay  raft  hold  on 
the  boat,  then  lift  it  up  with  the  people 
in  it,  and  carry  it  afhore  in  a  moil 
dexterous  manner. 


13 

1749. 

April. 


After  we  had  landed  we  found  at  the  Town  of 
diftance  of  a  hundred  paces  from  the  fea-  Cruz, 
fide,  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  iituate  in 
the  eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  as  well  as 
the  harbour  to  which  it  gives  its  name. 

This  town  is  neither  fortified,  nor  fur- 
rounded  with  walls.  Itftands  on  a  plain 
afcending  from  the  fea,  and  terminating 
in  a  narrow  piece  of  land,  very  flat, 
white,  and  fandy,  about  a  league  in  ex¬ 
tent  towards  the  fouth.  The  town  is  four 
hundred  fathoms  in  length,  and  fifty  in 
breadth.  It  contains  three  hundred  hou~ 
fes,  built  of  Stone,  and  three  ftories  high. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  about  three 
thoufand,  all  Spaniards,  who  in  their 
cuftoms  and  manner  of  living  differ  but 
very  little  from  thofe  of  Europe. 


Within 
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Apnl~  Within  three  leagues  weft  cf  this  city. 
Laguna  following  the  gorges  of  the  mountains 

the  capital.  1  •  -1  r  •  r  r  11  ^ 

which  form  an  mfeniible  alcent,  we 
'  found  the  town  of  Laguna,  capital  of  the 
if  and.  It  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Peak  above-mentioned.  This  mountain. 
Peak  °f  which  bears  the  name  of  the  Peak  ofTe- 

i  enenr. 

nerif,  is  in  28  degrees  12  minutes  north 
latitude,  and  eighteen  degrees  52  minutes 
weft  longitude  of  Paris.  We  found  its 
heighth  to  be  above  two  thoufand  fa¬ 
thoms,  that  is,  near  a  league  perpen¬ 
dicular,  which  makes  it  one  of  the  high-  • 
eft  mountains  in  the  univerfe.  It  is  faid 
that  the  top  of  it  is  covered  with  fnow  the 
whole  year  round,  and  that  it  fometimes 
throws  out  combuftible  matter,  without 
much  noife.  It  ftands  nearly  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  ifland,  and  is  furrounded  with 
a  great  number  of  mountains,  which  are 
aimoft  half  a  league  in  perpendicular 
heighth.  At  the  foot  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains  you  fee  feveral  gutters  like  frightful 
precipices,  which  are  oftentimes  above 


a 
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a  hundred  feet  wide,  and  two  hundred 
deep.  They  are  made  by  the  water- 
floods  precipitated  thither  during  the 
ftorms  y  and  as  foon  as  thofe  floods  are 
gone,  the  bottom  is  left  quite  bare. 


174  9. 

Apiii. 


The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  of  a  reddiili  Nature  of 
caft,  not  at  all  deep,  but  extremely  fruit-  the 
ful.  In  the  gorges  of  the  mountains  to 
the  north  and  eaft  parts  of  the  town, 
you  fee  the  fineft  groves  of  orange,  citron, 
and  lemon-trees  of  all  forts.  There  are 
alfo  pomegranate  and  fig-trees  all  over 
the  ifland.  Befides  the  choiceft  fruits  in 
Europe,  the  inhabitants  of  Tenerif  have 
thofe  of  Africa,  as  banana  s,  papaya's, 
and  ananas,  or  pine  -  apples,  which 
they  plant  in  their  gardens.  The  moft 
ungrateful  lands  produce  carob-trees,  and 
melons  of  every  kind,  efpecially  water¬ 
melons.  In  the  vallies  you  fee  fields  of 
the  fineft  com  in  the  world,  variegated 
at  regular  diftances  with  rows  of  dragon- 
trees  which  in  their  heigh  th  and  figure 


*  Draco  arbor.  Clufiu 
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3749.  greatly  refemble  the  majeftic  tallnefs  of 
ApilL  the  palmetto-tree 

its  vine-  The  mountains  are  laid  out  in  vine- 

yards.  .  e  , 

yards,  which  have  acquired  a  high 
reputation  by  their  excellent  wines, 
known  by  the  name  of  Canary  and 
Malmfey.  The  former  is  extradted  from 
a  large  grape,  which  makes  a  ftrong 
heady  liquor  5  and  is  the  common  wine. 
The  latter  is  made  of  a  fmall  grape,  the 
berry  of  which  is  round  and  vaftly  fweet  ; 
and  the  juice  fqueezed  from  it  has  like- 
wife  a  fweeter  and  more  agreeable  fla-. 
vour,  which  gives  it  greatly  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  other.  The  quality  of  thefe 
wines  is  commonly  attributed  to  the 
climate,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  foil; 
but  I  apprehend  that  the  culture  and 
form  of  the  vineyards  contributes  at  lead: 
as  much  to  their  goodnefs:  Their  me¬ 
thod,  as  I  have  feen  pradtifed  in  the 

f  A  kind  of  palm-tree,  the  leaves  of  which  open 
like  a  fan. 

neigh- 
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neighbourhood  of  Santa  Cruz,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.  They  pitch  upon  a  hill  that  has . 
an  advantageous  expofition  to  the  fbuth, 
preferable  to  any  other  :  the  lower  part 
they  plant  with  vines,  to  an  afcent  of 
two  hundred  feet  at  the  moft.  Upon  the 
whole  ground  defigned  for  the  vines, 
they  eredl  little  walls  bread:  high,  at  the 
diftance  of  four  or  five  feet  from  one 
another.  Thefe  ferve  for  feveral  pur- 
pofes;  in  the  firft  place,  by  uphold¬ 
ing  the  earth,  they  hinder  the  roots  of 
the  tree  from  being  laid  bare  •  fecondly, 
they  withold  the  rain-waters,  which 
would  otherwife  run  down  the  hills, 
without  foaking  the  earth  ;  laftly,  they 
increafe  the  reflexion  of  the  fun  beams, 
and  procure  a  greater  heat  to  the  vine. 
True  it  is,  that  as  thefe  walls  are  made 
of  dry  ftone,  fym  metrically  ranged  with¬ 
out  mortar  or  mud,  part  of  them  tumble 
down  fometimes  in  heavy  rains :  but  the 
mifehief  is  quickly  repaired,  and  may 
even  be  prevented,  by  laying  above  the 
uppermoft  wall  a  row  of  large  ftones 

C  feme- 
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1749.  fomewhat  inclined,  to  break  the  force 
ApuJ.--  of  the  waters,  and  divert  their  ftream. 
This  practice,  I  think,  might  be  fol¬ 
lowed  alfo  in  Italy,  and  even  in  Provence 
and  Languedoc,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  fouth  of  France,  by  private  people 
polfelied  of  mountainous  lands,  which 
they  know  not  what  to  do  with.  By 
this  method  they  might  cultivate  a  great 
many  hills,  which  have  been  negledted 
for  their  fteepnefs,  and  would  turn  to 
account,  efpecially  if  they  are  well  iitua- 
ted. 

The  back  of  thefe  mountains,  on  the 
north  tide,  is  barren  and  uncultivated. 
The  profpedt  it  affords  to  the  eve,  is 
an  amphitheatre  of  bare  rocks,  the  co^ 
lour  of  date,  cut  into  vertical  parallelo- 
pipedons,  from  fix  to  eight  feet  high, 
and  from  three  to  four  broad,  the 
angles  very  acute.  They  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  fo  many  precipices  raifed 
one  above  the  other.  When  you  have 

reached 
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have  reached  the  top,  you  are  fuddenly  1749. 
ravifhed  with  a  profpedt  bounded  only  ApnL  . 
by  the  horizon  of  the  fea :  you  find  your- 
felf  raifed  far  above  the  clouds,  through  t0P of  the 

0  moun- 

which  you  may  defcry,  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues  to  the  fouth,  Canary  and 
the  other  neighbouring  iflands.  Here, 
inftead  of  treading  upon  earth,  I  was 
amazed  to  find  nothing  under  my  feet 
but  afhes,  pumices,  and  burnt  ftones, 
fragments  of  which  I  faw  likewife  Mat¬ 
tered  here  and  there  as  I  defcended ; 
but  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  fallen 
down  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and 
even  to  the  fea-fide. 


Where  the  earth  was  open,  1  per-  Nature  of 

111  •  n •  1  the  ftones. 

ceived  under  the  pumices  a  itone  in  large 


mafies,  of  the  colour  of  llate,  and  a 
good  deal  like  the  bare  rocks  which  I 

o 

had  obferved  on  the  ridge  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.  This  ft  one  bears  fo  great  refem- 
blance  to  that  which  is  melted  by  vol¬ 
cano's  $  and  the  comparifon  I  made  be- 

C  2  tween 
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1749.  tween  it  and  die  lavas,  which  M.  de 
Apn1,  Juffieu  had  received  not  only  from  the 
volcano’s  in  Italy,  but  likewife  from  that 
of  the  ifle  of  Bourbon,  confirmed  this 
refemblance  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I 
think  we  cannot,  nor  ought  we  to  give 
it  any  other  name.  The  like  remark  I 
made  in  the  gutters,  and  in  the  quarry 
that  has  been  dug  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Santa  Cruz  :  there  we  find  the  fame 
maffes  underneath  a  very  irregular  ftra- 
turn  of  burnt  ftones ;  and  they  are  cut 
into  pieces  for  the  ufe  of  building.  The 
external  and  internal  appearance  of  thefe  . 

mountains,  the  lavas  of  which  they  are 
intirely  formed,  and  the  feveral  burnt 
ftones  which  lie  fcattered  as  far  as  the 
fea  fhore,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that  each  of  the  mountains,  of  which 
the  ifle  of  Tenerif  is  compofed,  owes 
its  original  to  a  particular  volcano, 
which,  after  undermining  it  inwardly,  at 
length  has  intirely  fpent  itfelf :  and  this 
fubterraneous  operation  is  dill  conti¬ 
nued 


21 
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nued  under  the  Peak,  that  huge  monn-  1749* 
tain,  which  vomits  lire  from  time  to  Apn1,  . 
time. 

There  is  never  a  river  in  this  illand,  Springs 
becaufe  of  the  fmallnefs  of  its  circum¬ 
ference.  The  inhabitants  fupply  the 
want  thereof  by  wooden  pipes  which 
communicate  with  the  fprings  in  the 
mountains  :  and  from  thence  the  water 
is  conveyed  to  the  town,  the  diflance 
of  about  half  a  league.  This  water  be¬ 
ing  hard  and  crude,  they  filtrate  it 
through  a  Hone,  which  is  very  com¬ 
mon  in  their  quarries.  It  is  a  kind  of 
lava,  of  the  colour  of  foot,  in  a  me¬ 
dium  betwixt  the  denfity  of  the  grey 
lava,  and  the  porofity  of  the  pumice. 

The  temperate  climate  of  Tenerifi 
and  the  richnefs  of  its  pafture,  contri-  Cattle, 
bate  greatly  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  cattle. 

They  have  fine  herds  of  oxen,  and  ex¬ 
cellent  kid ;  but  mutton  is  not  fo  com- 

C  3  mon. 
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Canary- 
birds  quite 
grey. 


Plants  in 
Tenerif. 
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mon.  They  breed  all  forts  of  poultry: 
but  game,  efpecially  wild  fowl,  is  very 
rare.  I  took  notice  that  the  Canary-r 
bird,  which  grows  white  in  France, 
is  here  almoft  as  grey  as  a  linnet. 
This  change  of  colour  very  likely 
is  owing  to  the  coldnefs  of  our  cli¬ 
mate. 


The  paflion  I  had  for  herborizing, 
made  me  regret  the  backward nefs  of 
the  feafon.  Moft  of  the  plants  peculiar 
to  this  country,  were  ftill  concealed  in 
the  bofom  of  the  earth ;  neverthelefs 
my  refearches  were  not  altogether  fruit-* 
lefs.  Near  the  fea-lhore  I  found  two 
forts  of  fig-marygolds,  otherwife  called 
f.coides  *  :  the  jafminoides>  or  baftard 

jaf- 


*  Ficoidea  pFocumbens,  portulacas  folio.  Nijf. 

Mem.  Acad.  1711.  pag .  322.  pi.  13.  fig.  1. 

Aizoon  foliis  cunciformi-ovatis,  flpribus  feflilibus, 

Linn.  hort.  Upf  pag.  12J. 

Ficoides  noftras,  kali  folio  flore  albo.  Tournef. 
Mem.  Acad.  1705.  pag.  241. 


Mefem- 
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jaimine  adorned  the  tops  of  precipices  1749. 
and  gutters  with  its  pendant  branches., 
which  were  loaded  with  ripe  fruit  :  and 
the  corn-flag  of  ^  Provence  enamelled 
the  -valleys  and  meadows  with  its  flowers. 

As  I  traverfed  the  mountains,  1  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  plants  peculiar  to  them, 
feemed  to  afFedt  a  certain  heigh th. 

Fbr  inftance,  the  kleinia  and  fome  new 
plants,  which  I  purpofe  to  make  known, 
always  grow  on  the  lower  part,  where 
the  vineyards  are  generally  planted. 

About  the  middle  we  faw  only  the  tithy- 
malus  |j,  or  fpurge ;  and  the  top  of  all 
was  covered  with  forefts  of  euphorbia  ^f, 

C  4  whole 

Mefembryantheum  foliis  altemis,  teretiufculis, 
obtufis,  ciliatis.  Linn.  hort.  Upfal.  pag.  129. 

*  Jafminoides  Africanurri,  jaimini  aculeati  foliis, 
h  facie.  Niff.  Mem.  Acad.  17 11,  pag.  322.  pi.  12 

fig-  l' 

f  Gladiolus  utrinque  fioridus,  flore  rubro.  C.  B . 
pag.  41. 

J  Kleinia  foliis  lanceolatis,  plants,  caule  laevi,  ven„ 
tricofo.  Linn.  hort.  Cliff,  pag.  395. 

||  Tithymalus  dendroides  linarise  foliis  ex  infula 
Canarina.  Pluk.  Phyt.  tab.  319.  fig.  1. 

Euphorbia  aculeata,  nuda,  fubquinquangularis, 
aculeis  geminatis.  Linn.  hort.  Cliff,  pag.  196. 


24  A  V  O  Y  A  G  E 

1 749.  whofe ftalks,  though  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
.  feet  high,  appeared  to  me  below,  like 

fine  mofs.  The  euphorbia  and  the 
tithymalus  were  then  in  flower,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  feveral  forts  of  bind- weed, 
which  twifted  round  their  Items.  In  my 
walks  I  met  with  no  more  than  one  fort 
of  land-fhell,  for  the  defcription  and  fi¬ 
gure  of  which  I  refer  to  the  hiflory  of 
fhells,  at  the  end  of  this  relation 

Beauty  of  I  was  every  day  more  in  love  with  this 
matedl'  beautiful  country.  The  mildnefs  of  a 
climate  where  it  never  freezes,  the  ad-  . 
vantageous  fituation  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  variety  of  its  productions,  all  toge¬ 
ther  gave  me  infinite  pleafure ;  fo  that  I 
fhould  have  ftaid  much  longer  if  cir- 
cumftances  would  have  permitted.  But 
as  the  feafon  was  advancing,  and  we  had 
taken  in  our  fupply  of  water  and  provi- 
fions ;  we  were  obliged  to  think  of  re¬ 
fuming  our  voyage. 


*  Conchas  univalves.  5 ih  fort ,  pi.  1.  fig  2. 

pouchet. 

The 
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The  fifteenth  of  April  we  weighed  1749. 
anchor,  and  left  the  ifle  of  Tenerif  after  _  Aplu* 
eight  days  refreihment.  The  trade  Depariure 
winds  at  N.  E.  were  fo  gentle  as  not  to  Jje^Te" 
ruffle  the  fea,  fo  that  we  fleered  a  plea- 
fan  t  courfe  till  we  reached  the  tropics. 

There  we  foon  found  by  the  bright  fe~ 
rene  days,  and  exceffive  heats,  that  we 
had  changed  climate  the  third  time  :  for 
in  lefs  than  fix  weeks  we  experienced  win¬ 
ter,  fpring,  fummer,  and  the  dog-days. 

In  thefe  latitudes  the  fea,  when  agitated 
in  the  night,  feemed  as  if  it  were  on  fire,  Luminous 

fC£ie 

and  marked  our  courfe  by  a  ftreak  of 
light  which  the  veflel  left  behind  it. 

This  phenomenon,  the  particulars  of 
which  fhall  be  explained  in  another 
work,  appeared  to  me  very  engaging, 
and  I  fpent  feveral  nights  in  inquiring 
into  the  caufe  of  it. 

We  continued  our  courfe  with  theHe5ifL_ 
fame  favourable  weather  till  the  25  th  of 
April,  when  we  found  ourfelves  within  SenesaL 
fight  of  the  coaft  of  Senegal.  The  land 


is 
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is  low,  iandy,  and  very  white,  lb  that 
with  great  difficulty  could  we  difcern  it, 
though  it  was  very  clear  weather,  and 
we  were  within  three  or  four  leagues 
of  fhore:  at  length  we  fpied  a  thick¬ 
et  partly  covered  by  the  downs,  where¬ 
by  we  knew  that  we  were  off  the 
wood  of  Griel,  that  is,  within  two 
leagues  north  of  the  ifland  of  Senegal. 
Not  long  after  we  faw  hovering  over 
the  fhip,  a  bird  which  feemed  greatly 
tired,  and  defirous  of  reft :  he  pitched 
upon  one  of  the  marts  5  but  a  fowling- 
piece  foon  brought  him  down  upon  deck.- 
This  was  too  beautiful  a  bird  to  omit 
giving  a  fhort  defer iption  of  him.  He 
greatly  refembled  a  jay  *  in  the  fize  of 
his  body,  and  the  figure  of  his  beak  and 
feet;  but  he  differed  from  him  in  fome 
other  refpefts.  His  belly  was  of  a  pale 
blue,  and  his  back  fallow.  His  tail  was 
adorned  with  two  feathers,  as  long  as 
the  reft  of  his  body ;  and  the  colour 

*  Garrulus  argentoratenfis.  IV'dlug.  Ornith . 
fag.  89.  tab,  20. 

both 
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both  of  the  tail,  and  of  his  wings,  1749. 
was  the  fin  eft  fky-blue  that  eyes  could  __  ApnL_ 
behold.  I  often  had  occafion  to  fee 
this  kind  of  jay  in  the  country  of  Se¬ 
negal  :  but  as  I  afterwards  found  he 
is  a  bird  of  paffage,  that  comes  to 
refide  for  fome  months  of  the  fummer 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  and 
goes  back  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  the 
year  in  Senegal,  I  wrould  not  omit  men¬ 
tioning  that  he  is  fometimes  met  in  his 
paffage  at  fea. 

The  fame  day  we  arrived  before  the  AnchPr- 

J  .  ing-placc 

factory  of  Senegal.  After  having  made  in  the 
the  ufual  fignals,  and  fainted  the  fort 
with  our  guns,  we  caff  anchor  three 
leagues  higher,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Niger,  in  nine  fathoms  water,  a 
flimy  bottom,  and  good  holding  ground. 
Though  we  were  within  half  a  league 
of  the  bar,  the  fea  was  very  high ;  and 
the  winds  blowing  off  the  fhore,  made 
a  prodigious  fiurf,  which  occafioned 
our  fhip  to  roll  in  a  ftrange  manner* 

Here 
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J749.  Here  we  were  witnefles  to  a  fatal  acci- 
Ap“L  dent,  which  but  too  often  happens  at 
Boat  over-  fea.  We  put  out  our  boat;  but  un¬ 
luckily  it  overfet,  and  one  of  the  men 
was  drowned  *.  However  we  did  not 
flay  long  in  the  road ;  a  boat  was  fent 
from  the  hie  of  Senegal,  to  cariy  us  over 
the  bar,  and  pilot  us  into  the  river. 

what  %  a  bar  we  underhand  a  parti- 
nteamhy  cuiar  agitation  of  the  waves,  which  in 

paffing  over  a  ihoal  f,  fwell  and  rife 
to  a  fheet  of  water,  from  ten  to  twelve 
ieet  high,  and  afterwards  break  in  the- 
fall.  No  fooner  has  the  firft  wave  had 
its  effea,  but  it  is  followed  by  a  fe- 
cond,  and  this  by  a  third.  They  begin 

*  This  we  may  believe,  as  we  loft  on  that  bar, 
laft  May,  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Harwich  man  of 
war,  and  in  it  captain  foreman,  the  next  in  com¬ 
mand  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  than  whom, 
none  could  have  more  defcrvedly  been  regretted. 

+  Which  fhoal,  or  bank  of  fand,  our  author 
fhould  have  underftood  by  a  bar ;  but  what  he  fays 
above,  is  only  the  efr'eit  of  the  fhoal  or  bar.  I  only 
mean,  the  fhoal  is  the  bar. 


to 
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to  be  perceptible  at  a  hundred  and  1749. 
fometimes  a  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  Apnlff 
from  the  coaft,  and  are  as  formidable 
to  large  as  to  fmall  veffels.  A  boat  runs 
the  danger  of  being  overfet,  and  a  fiiip 
of  being  dafhed  to  pieces.  This  bar 
extends  all  along  the  coaft  of  Sene¬ 
gal  ;  at  leaft  there  are  few  places  it 
does  not  reach.  Such  was  the  danger 
we  had  to  encounter  before  we  could 
enter  this  river,  the  mouth  of  which 
was  covered  by  a  bank  of  fand,  againft 
which  the  billows  dallied  with  great 
violence.  Luckily  for  us,  we  arrived 
at  a  time  of  year  when  the  fea  is  not 
fo  boifterous,  confequently  when  the 
bar  is  lefs  difficult  to  get  over :  we  were 
piloted  by  negroes,  all  hearty  fellows, 
and  fo  well  acquainted  with  this  na¬ 
vigation,  that  very  rarely  any  accidents 
happen 


The  pilot  boats  belonging  to  the  Pilot  boats 
bar  are  fmall  decked  veffels,  from  fifty 


*  All  accounts,  as  well  as  our  fhort  acquaintance 
of  the  bar,  confirms  the  truth  of  this. 


to 
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1749.  to  fixty  tuns,  and  fometimes  larger 
ApnK  They  generally  fail  with  ballaft  only, 
and  feldom  draw  more  than  four  or 
five  feet  water.  The  care  of  them  is 
intirely  committed  to  negroes,  whom 
you  muft  not  pretend  either  to  contra¬ 
dict  or  advife.  When  we  were  on  the  bar, 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  profound  filence, 
that  the  pilot  might  not  be  in  the  leaft 
interrupted  :  fome  hid  themfelves  through 
fear  of  being  drowned,  and  fome  through 
apprehenfion  of  being  wet :  others,  more 
intrepid  than  the  reft,  ftood  upon  deck  to 
view  the  agitation  of  the  waves.  I,  as 
over*  the  an  obferver,  could  not  help  placing  my- 
bar*  felf  in  this  ftation ;  and  for  my  pains 
I  got  thoroughly  wet.  We  were  above 
half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  this  dan¬ 
gerous  paflage ;  now  lifted  up  by  bil¬ 
lows  wdiich  bended  under  us ;  and  now 
tolled  by  others  which  dallied  againft 
the  fides  of  the  velfel,  and  covered  it 
all  over  with  water.  One  wave  lifted 
us  up  very  high,  and  then  left  us  a- 
ground ;  another  came  and  took  us  up 

and 
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and  was  followed  by  others  in  the  like  1749. 
fucceffion.  At  length,  after  being  toiled  ApnL 
in  this  manner  for  feme  time,  we  faw 
ourfelves  out  of  danger.  As  it  is  cufto- 
mary  on  this  occafion  to  make  a  hand- 
feme  prefent  to  the  negroes  of  the  bar ; 
each  paifenger  behaved  generoufly  to¬ 
wards  them,  and  they  were  very  well 
fatisfied. 


As  fcon  as  we  entered  the  river  Ni-  Breadth  of 

r  ,  r  .  the  river 

ger,  we  round  ourieives  m  a  very  gen-  Niger  at  its 
tie  ftream,  of  above  three  hundred  fa- ia0dtlu 
thorns  in  breadth,  that  is,  four  or  five 
•  times  broader  than  the  Seine  at  Pont- 
Royal.  Its  direction  is  exactly  north 
and  fouth,  parallel  to  the  coaft,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  leagues,  from  its  mouth 
to  the  illand  of  Senegal.  TJ^e  land  on 
both  fides  is  only  one  continued  plain 
of  quick  fands,  extremely  white,  with 
a  few  downs  fcattered  here  and  there, 
and  continually  ihifting  according  to 
the  caprice  of  the  winds.  The  weftern 
bank  forms  a  very  low  cape  or  nar¬ 


row 
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1749.  row  flip  of  land,  which  feparates  the 
ApnL  river  from  the  fea ;  and  whofe  greatefl 
breadth  is  not  a  hundred  and  fifty  fa¬ 
thoms  :  this  is  called  Barbary  Point. 
The  eaftern  bank  is  higher ;  but  they 
are  both  equally  dry  and  barren,  and 
produce  only  a  few  low  plants.  We 
did  not  perceive  any  trees,  till  we  ad¬ 
vanced  two  leagues  higher,  towards 
the  Englifh  ifland ;  and  then  we  fpied 
fome  mangroves,  which  are  almoft  the 
only  tree  we  faw  till  we  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Senegal. 


The  au-  This  place  is  fituated  within  three 
at  the  leagues  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
Senegal,  two  thirds  of  a  league  from  the  En¬ 
glifh  ifland.  It  is  the  chief  fettlement  of 
Senegal ;  and  the  refidence  of  the  di¬ 
rector  general.  We  arrived  by  night¬ 
fall  at  the  harbour  eaft  of  the  fort, 
where  we  landed.  As  foon  as  I  fet 
foot  on  fhore,  I  waited  upon  M.  de  la 
Brue,  the  director  general,  who  gave 


me 
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me  a  moft  kind  reception.  I  delivered  1749* 
to  him  the  letters  of  recommendation  ApnL 
which  I  had  from  his  uncle,  M.  David, 
director  of  the  Eaft-Xndia  company,  who 
was  pleafed  to  interefi:  himfelf  in  my 
favour :  and  they  operated  even  beyond 
what  I  could  poffibly  expedt  in  a  coun* 
try  fubjedt  to  fuch  difficulties.  In  ffiort, 
he  promifed  to  affifl  me  on  all  occa- 
Cons,  and  he  did  it  accordingly  with 
fuch  readinefs  and  good  nature,  as  de- 
ferves  a  grateful  acknowledgment  from 
the  lovers  of  natural  hiftory,  if  I  have 
done  any  thing  towards  promoting  this 
branch  of  learning. 

He  foon  was  as  good  as  his  word  : 

I  had  the  liberty  of  travelling  up  the 
country,  and  of  examining  into  its  va¬ 
rious  productions.  To  facilitate  my 
defign,  M.  de  la  Brue  procured  me  a 
boat,  with  negroes,  and  an  inter¬ 
preter,  in  fhort  all  conveniencies,  as 
fpecified  by  the  Eaft-India  company  to 
the  fuperior  council,  in  a  letter  where.. 
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1749.  in  they  informed  him  of  my  inten- 

April.  • 

* _ tions. 


Defcrip-  Being  arrived  in  a  country  fo  diffc- 

ifland  ofhe  rent  *!1  every  re^ped  from  my  own, 
Senegal.  and  finding  myfelf  as  it  were  in  a  new 

world,  whatever  I  beheld  drew  my  at¬ 
tention,  becaufe  it  afforded  me  matter 
of  inftrudtion.  The  air,  the  climate, 
the  inhabitants,  the  animals,  the  lands, 
and  vegetables,  all  were  new  to  me  : 
not  one  object  that  offered  itfelf  to  my 
view,  was  I  accuftcmed  to.  Which 
way  foever  I  turned  my  eye,  I  faw 
nothing  but  fandy  plains  *,  burnt  by 
the  mod  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun. 
Even  the  veiy  ifland  I  flood  upon, 
is  only  a  bank  of  fand,  about  1150 
fathoms  in  length,  and  150  or  200  at 
the  moft  in  breadth,  and  almoft  level 
Breadth  of  with  the  furface  of  the  water.  It  di- 
towards*  vides  the  river  into  two  branches,  one 

a'.d.  o£  to  the  eaflward  is  about 

/ 

*  The  author  is  miflaken,  or  has  forgot,  for  the 
Guiriea-fide  is  all  covered  with  woods :  the  ifland 
and  the  Barbary  fhore,  or  tongue  of  land,  are  ex¬ 
actly  as  he  defcribes. 
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300  fathoms  broad,  and  the  other  weft-  1749. 
ward  near  200,  with  a  coniiderable .  Apxl  A 

This  ifland,  notwithftanding  its  fte-  ^egroc8of 

3  o  Senegal*, 

rility,  was  inhabited  by  upwards  of 
three  thoufand  negroes,  invited  thither 
by  the  generality  of  the  whites,  into 
whofe  fervice  moil  of  them  had  en¬ 
tered,  Here  they  have  eredted  hou- Their 

*  i*i  1  houfes  of 

fes  or  huts ,  which  occupy  above  huts, 
one  half  of  the  ground.  Thefe  are  a 
kind  of  dove  or  ice  houfes,  the  walls 
of  which  are  reeds  fattened  clofe  to¬ 
gether,  and  fupported  by  ftakes  driven 
into  the  ground.  Thefe  ftakes  are  from 
five  to  fix  feet  high,  and  have  a  round 
covering  of  ftraw,  of  the  fame  height, 
and  terminating  in  a  point.  Thus  each 
hut  has  only  a  ground  floor,  and  is 
from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  diameter.  They 
have  but  one  fquare  door,  very  low, 
and  many  of  them  with  a  threihold 
raifed  a  foot  above  the  ground ;  fo  that 
in  going  in  they  muft  incline  their  bo¬ 
dies,  and  lift  a  leg  up  very  high,  an 

D  2 
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1749.  attitude  not  only  ridiculous  but  dila> 

ApnL  greeable.  One  or  two  beds  are  fre- 

Then  beds  quent]y  fufHcient  for  a  whole  family, 

including  domeftics,  who  lie  pell  mell 
along  with  their  matters  and  the  chil¬ 
dren.  Their  bed  is  a  hurdle  laid  on 

crofs  pieces  of  wood,  and  fupported  by 
forkillas,  or  fmall  forks,  a  foot  above 
the  ground ;  over  this  they  throw  a 
mat,  which  ferves  them  for  a  pail- 
lajfe  or  ftraw  bed,  for  a  mattrefs,  and 
generally  for  (heets  and  bed-clothes; 

Their  fur- as  to  pillows  they  have  none.  Their 
furniture  is  not  very  cumberfome ;  for 
it  confitts  only  of  a  few  earthen  pots, 
called  canaris ,  a  few  calabafhes,  or 
gourd-bottles,  with  wooden  bowls,  and 
the  like  utenfils. 

,  •  -  4 

what  is  All  the  huts  belonging  to  the  fame 
perfon  are  inclofed  with  a  wall  or  pa- 
lifade  of  reeds,  about  fix  feet  high; 
to  which  they  give  the  name  of  ta- 
pade .  Though  the  negroes  obferve  very 
little  fymmetry  in  the  fituation  of  their 
houfes,  yet  the  French  of  the  ifland 
'  of 
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of  Senegal,  have  taught  them  to  fol-  I749e 
low  a  certain  uniformity  in  the  large-  Ap!!,L 
nefs  of  the  tapades ,  which  they  have 
regulated  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form 
a  fmall  town,  with  feveral  ftreets  drawn 
in  a  diredt  line,  Thefe  ftreets  indeed 
are  not  paved ;  and  luckily  there  is  no 
occafton  for  it  ;  fmce  they  would  be  very 
much  at  a  lofs  to  find  the  fmalleft  peb¬ 
ble  upwards  of  thirty  leagues  all  round. 

The  inhabitants  find  a  greater  con- 
veniency  in  their  fandy  foil :  for  as  it 
is  very  deep,  and  foft,  it  ferves  them  to 
fit  upon;  it  is  alfo  their  fopha,  their 
couch,  their  bed.  Befides  it  has  fome 
other  good  ufes,  namely,  that  there  is 
no  danger  in  falling ;  and  it  is  always 
very  clean,  even  after  the  heavieft  rains, 
becaufe  it  imbibes  the  water  with 
great  eafe,  and  there  needs  only  an  hour 
of  fine  weather  to  dry  it.  However, 
this  town  or  village,  which  ever  you 
pleafe  to  call  it,  is  the  handfomeft,  the 
iargeft,  and  the  moft  regular  in  the 
country  :  they  reckon,  as  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  mentioned,  upwards  of  three  thou- 

D  3  fand 
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1749,  fand  inhabitants  :  it  is  about  a  quar- 
/lpU!>  ter  of  a  league  long,  and  the  breadth 
equal  to  that  of  the  ifland,  whofe  cen¬ 
ter  it  occupies,  being  equally  ranged  on 
both  fides  of  the  fort  by  which  it  is 
commanded. 

Defcrip-  .  We  may  fafely  affirm,  that  the  ne- 

tion  ot  the  J  J 

men.  groes  of  Senegal  are  the  likelieft  men 
in  all  Nigritia,  or  Negroland.  They 
are  generally  above  middle  fized,  well 
ffiaped,  and  well  limbed.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  ever  known  among  them  as 
cripples,  or  hump-backs,  or  bandy  legs, 
unlefs  it  be  by  accident.  They  are 
firong,  rebuff:,  and  of  a  proper  tem¬ 
perament  for  bearing  fatigue.  Their  hair 
is  black,  curled,  downy,  and  extremely 
fine.  Their  eyes  are  large  and  well 
cut,  with  very  little  beard  ;  their  fea¬ 
tures  agreeable  enough,  and  their  Ik  in 
the  aeepeft  black. 

Thch-  Their  ufual  drefs  confifis  in  a  fmall 

drCiS'  piece  of  linen  which  paffes  between 
their  thighs;  and  the  two  ends  being  lift¬ 
ed  up  and  folded,  form  a  fort  of  drawers, 

which 


I 


TO  SENEGAL,  &c, 
which  are  tied  with  a  fillet  before  and 
thus  they  cover  their  nudity.  They 
have  likewife  a  paan>  that  is,  a  piece 
of  callicoe,  made  in  the  form  of  a  large 
napkin,  which  they  carelefiy  throw  over 
their  fhoulders,  letting  one  end  of  it 
dangle  againft  their  knees. 


39 
J7 49- 

Aoril. 


The  women  are  much  about  the ^nofthe 
fame  fize  and  make  as  the  men.  Their  womcn*  • 
fkin  is  furprifingly  delicate  and  foft; 
their  mouth  and  lips  are  frnall ;  and 
their  features  very  regular.  There  are 
fome  of  them  perfect  beauties  They 
have  a  great  fhare  of  ^vivacity,  and  a 
vaft  deal  of  freedom  and  eafe,  which 
renders  them  extremely  agreeable.  For 
their  cloathing  they  make  ufe  of  two 
paans,  one  of  which  goes  round  their 
wafte,  hangs  down  to  the  knee,  and 
fupplies  the  place  of  an  under-petticoat  j 

the  other  covers  both  their  fhoulders, 
and  fometimes  the  head.  This  is  a 

*  The  vaft  numbers  of  children-,  and  children’s 
children,  the  French  begat  by  them,  and  left  there, 
prove  our  author  is  not  lingular  in  his  opinion. 
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model!  drefs  enough  for  fo  hot  a  coun¬ 
try  :  but  they  are  generally  fatisfied 
with  the  paan  which  covers  the  reins ;  and 
they  throw  off  the  other  whenever  they 
find  it  troublefome.  One  may  eafily 
judge  that  they  are  not  long  a  dreffing 
or  undreffing,  and  that  their  toilette  is 
foon  made. 


Character  As  the  ifland  of  Senegal  is  within  the 
nroese0fe  dependance  of  the  kingdom  of  Oualo, 
0ualo‘  the  Negroes  who  live  there,  efpecially 
thofe  who  are  free,  are  of  that  nation. 
They  are,  generally  fpeaking,  very  good- 
natured,  fociable,  and  obliging.  Thofe 
whom  the  company  entertained  in  my 
fervice,  were  Oualofes,  as  they  call 
themfelves,  or  by  corruption,  Jallofs. 

The  an-  Immediately  after  my  arrival,  I  em- 
their  ployed  fome  months,  not  only  in  ftudy- 
ing  the  manners  and  chara&er  of  the 
inhabitants,  but  likewife  in  learning 
the  Oualofe  language,  which  obtained 
molt  generally  in  that  country  :  for  J 
was  fenfible  that  it  would  be  of  great 

fervice 
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feryice  to  me,  and  even  indifpenfably  1749. 
neceffary  in  regard  to  the  refearches  I  Apnl*.,_ 
purpofed  to  make.  With  this  view  I 
frequented  their  company,  and  was  a- 
mong  them  as  often  as  poffible.  At 
length,  when  I  looked  upon  myfelf  as 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  their  ufages 
and  manners,  and  able  to  judge  how 
to  conduct  myfelf  in  a  country  which 
had  long  been  the  objedf  of  my  moft 
ardent  wifhes,  I  determined  to  fet  out 
upon  a  ramble. 

The  quick  fands  of  the  ifland  of  Se~  jfie  of  s©r» 
negal,  their  dogs-grafs,  mangroves,  and 
bind-weed,  could  not  long  afford  fuf* 
ficient  employment  for  a  naturalifh 
There  was  no  way  to  get  further  in- 
ftruftion,  but  by  eroding  the  river  in 
order  to  vifit  the  continent.  With  this 
view  I  went  over  as  often  as  I  could  in 
my  boat,  and  feveral  days  fucceffively. 

The  ifland  of  Sor  is  the  firft  land  that 
offers  itfelf  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the 
river,  and  is  oppofite  to  the  ifle  of  Se¬ 
negal  It  is  above  a  league  in  length, 

and 
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1749.  and  interfered  by  fmall  rivers,  which  are 
called  mar i got s.  The  foil  is  fandy  like 
that  of  the  iiland  of  Senegal,  but  of 
furprizing  fertility.  In  the  middle  of 
the  iiland  there  are  feveral  hills  of  a 
very  gentle  afcent,  covered  with  white 
and  red  gum  trees,  *  and  others  of 
the  fpinous  kind,  and  of  very  difficult 
accefs. 


to.  May. 
The  au¬ 
thor  takes 


iiland. 


I  landed  the  firft  time  on  that  iiland 
*n'  thatUp"  10  A  °f  May,  attended  by  my  in¬ 
terpreter,  and  the  two  Negroes,  who 
had  rowed  my  boat.  It  is  bordered  by 
a  very  thick  wood,  where  with  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  I  found  a  path,  which 
is  the  only  palfage  to  the  inner  part  of 
the  iiland.  This  would  be  no  great 
harm,  if  a  perfon  was  not  Hopped  every 
moment  by  thorns,  which  are  apt  to 
catch  his  clothes,  and  tear  his  legs  :  for 
my  part  I  came  off  with  loling  a  few 


*  A  fort  of  acacia  or  Egyptian  tKorn,  on  which 
they  gather  two  forts  of  gum,  the  white  and  the  red, 
heretofore  known  by  the  name  of  gum  Arabic, 
and  at  prefect  by  that  of  gum  Senega. 


fcraps 
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fcraps  of  my  waiftcoat  or  fhirt,  the  only  i749> 

x  J  "  May. 

apparel  one  can  bear  in  fo  fultry  a  coun- 
try,  and  where  a  fhirt  alone  is  very  cum- 
berfome.  But  my  Negroes,  with  all 
their  agility,  oftentimes  left  fome  bits 
of  fkin  behind  them,  not  to  mention 
the  thorns  which  {luck  in  their  feet, 
mod  of  them  going  without  fandals.  Is 
it  not  amazing  that  the  inhabitants  of 
th  is  ifland  ffiould  have  traded  with  thofe 
of  Senegal  more  than  thirty  years,  and 
all  this  while  not  have  given  themfelves 
the  trouble  to  open  a  convenient  road ! 

Can  there  be  a  flronger  proof  of  the  la- 
zinefs  and  indolence  of  the  Negroes  ? 

Their  high  road,  the  great  thorough¬ 
fare  of  this  ifland,  is  a  path,  which 
does  not  even  merit  that  name ;  fince 
a  perfon  is  often  obliged  to  creep  on  all 
four  in  order  to  get  through  it.  Not- 
withflanding  thefe  difficulties  I  forced 
my  way. 

My  Negroes  informed  me,  that  there 

'  wa$  fome  game  in  this  place.  I  had 

my 


May. 


Hares. 
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1749.  my  gun,  and  each  of  them  had  theirs* 
I  courfed  for  fome  time  without  being 
difcouraged  by  the  curvatures  I  was 
obliged  to  make  every  moment  under 
the  thorns.  I  killed  a  few  partridges 
and  hares,  which  made  me  amends  for 
my  pains.  The  hares  of  this  country 
are  not  altogether  like  thofe  of  France: 
they  are  not  fo  large  ;  and  their  colour 
is  fomething  between  a  hare  and  a  rab¬ 
bet.  Their  flefh  is  white,  which  gives 
them  a  greater  refemblance  to  a  rab¬ 
bet  ;  but  they  do  not  burrow  :  they 
are  tender,  and  extremely  well  tailed. 
The  fame  cannot  be  faid  of  their  par¬ 
tridges  ;  they  are  fo  tough,  as  to  be 
good  for  nothing.  I  doubt  much  whe¬ 
ther  we  ought  not  rather  to  call  them 
wood-hens,  for  they  are  the  fame  fize, 
and  much  about  the  fame  colour.  They 
are  fufiiciently  diftinguifhed  from  other 
birds  of  this  kind,  by  two  ftrong  fpurs 
to  their  feet. 


Partrid 

ges. 
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*749* 

Pleafed  with  my  fport,  I  proceeded  May~ 
as  far  as  the  village  of  Sor,  which  gives  Jnia§€ 
name  to  the  ifland.  Before  I  could  get 
thither,  I  was  obliged  to  crofs  two  man- 
gots :  thefe  are  rivulets  with  which  the 
whole  country  is  interfered  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  one  cannot  advance  above 
two  or  three  paces,  without  being  ob- 
ftrudled.  I  had  contrived  an  expedient,  pafiage  ©. 
when  they  were  not  too  deep ;  which  ^ri^L 
was,  to  make  my  Negroes  carry  me 
over.  On  this  occafion  I  made  ufe  of 
it :  one  of  them  took  me  upon  his 
fhoulders,  and  as  his  clothes  did  not 
incommode  him  greatly,  he  was  quickly 
up  to  his  bread:  in  water;  fc  that  he 
wafted  me  in  an  inftant,  as  if  he  was 
running  a  race,  over  the  firft  mart  got \ 
which  was  broader  than  the  Seine  at 
Pont-Royal.  Thus  was  I  mounted,  if 
I  may  be  permitted  the  term  :  and 
it  is  the  fafeft  method  of  eroding, 
becaufe  the  Negroes  are  ufed  to  walk 
through  thefe  watry  plains,  as  upon 

land* 
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1749.  land,  and  they  know  all  the  roads  :  and 
Mliy*  indeed,  as  I  had  no  other  conveyance 
in  croffing  a  river  or  a  lake  of  a 
middling  depth  >  I  fhall  repeat  it  no 
more. 

Exceffive  Notwithftanding  the  care  I  had  taken, 

heat  of  the  ®  ’ 

fands.  my  fhoes  got  wet,  but  were  not  long  a 
drying.  I  had  to  walk  on  fands,  which 
it  would  be  incorredt  to  call  by  any 
other  epithet  than  burning ,  fince  even  in 
the  moil  moderate  weather,  they  expe¬ 
rience  there  a  heat  of  60  degrees  and 
upwards,  as  I  afterwards  found  by  the 
obfervations  which  I  fcrupuloufly  fol¬ 
lowed  with  M.  de  Reaumur's  thermo¬ 
meter.  A  perfon  may  make  an  effay 
by  getting  fuch  a  heat  in  his  feet,  at  a 
time  when  that  of  the  ambient  air  is 
22  degrees  in  the  (hade,  as  it  was 
then  in  the  ifland  of  Senegal  the  10th 
of  May,  one  of  the  coldeft  winter- 
days  in  that  country  :  it  is  eafy  then 
to  judge  of  the  extreme  fenfibility 
of  an  European,  tranfplanted  from  a 

tern- 
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temperate  climate,  to  the  hotteft  part  1749, 
of  the  globe.  My  fhoes  grew  tough 
like  a  horn,  then  cracked,  and  fell  away  Effe& 

i  5  J  the  heat. 

to  powder :  even  the  feet  of  my  ne¬ 
groes  were  chopped.  The  very  refledtion 
of  the  heat  of  the  fun  peeled  the  fkin 
off  my  face,  and  gave  me  a  fmarting, 
which  fometimes  lafted  five  or  fix 
days.  Such  were  the  ordinary  effedts 
of  the  great  heat  I  had  to  fuffer,  when 
I  undertook  this  ramble  over  the  diftridt 
of  Senegal :  effedts  which  increafe  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  heat  of  the 
place  inftead  of  22  degrees,  mounted 
to  34  in  the  fhade,  that  is,  in  the 
coldeft  air.  To  thefe  inconveniences  I  income 
muft  add  that  of  the  quick  fands, 
which  are  exceffively  fatiguing ,  be 
caufe  you  fink  up  to  your  ancle;  and 
your  fhoes  being  filled  therewith,  be¬ 
come  intolerably  heavy  and  trouble- 
fome.  Then,  for  the  firft  time,  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  ufe  of  that  thick  fkin, 
thicker  than  the  breadth  of  a  finger, 

with 
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1749.  with  which  nature  has  ftrengthened 
May>  the  foies  of  the  negroes  feet,  where¬ 
by  they  are  fecured  againft  the  hard- 
nefs  of  external  bodies,  fo  as  to  have 
no  occafion  for  fhoes.  Yet  I  accufto- 
med  myfelf  by  degrees  to  this  kind 
of  fatigue :  for  there  is  nothing  but 
what  one  may  compafs  with  a  good 
will;  and  this  was  not  wanting. 

Theau-  After  thefe  viciflitudes  of  a  paflage 

ception'by  through  thorns,  rivers,  and  burning 

the  gover-  panc[s  where  I  courfed  and  herborized 

Hor  or  oor.  1 

all  the  way,  I  arrived  at  length  at  the 
village  of  Sor.  There  I  found  the  go¬ 
vernor,  whom  the  negroes  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  BGrcm-dck>  that  is, 
matter  of  the  village.  He  was  a 
venerable  old  man,  about  fifty,  with 
a  grey  beard ,  and  hoary  locks . 
When  I  call  him  an  old  man,  of 
fifty,  this  is  becaufe  the  negroes  of 
Senegal  are  really  old  at  the  age  of 
forty-five,  and  oftentimes  fooner:  and 

I 
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I  remember  to  have  heard  the  French  *749* 
inhabitants  of  Senegal  fay  feveral  times,  May>— 
that  according  to  the  beft  of  their  ob- 
fervation,  the  negroes  of  that  country 
feldom  lived  to  be  older  than  fixtyj 
which  agrees  exadtly  with  the  remarks 
I  endeavoured  to  afcertain  during  my 
ftay  at  Senegal.  But  to  return  to  the 
matter  of  the  village  of  Sor*  he  was 
a  lufty,  well  looking  man,  whofe  phy- 
fiognomy  befpoke  him  a  perfon  of  gen¬ 
tle  manners  and  great  good  nature.  His 
name  was  Baba-Sec :  he  was  fitting 
on  the  fand,  under  the  Ihade  of  a  ju¬ 
jube  *f*,  planted  before  his  hut,  where 
he  was  fmoaking  and  converting  with 
a  few  friends.  As  foon  as  he  faw  Manner  of 
me,  he  rofe  up,  prefented  his  hand  to  ^ongSthe 
me  thrice,  then  laid  it  upon  his  fore-  ne§roes* 
head,  and  afterwards  upon  his  breaft, 
alking  me  each  time,  in  his  language, 
how  I  did.  I  performed  the  fame 

% 

f  Jujuba  aculeata,  nervofis  foliis  infra  fericeis 
flavirs.  Burm.  Thez,  Zeyl.  p,  131.  Tab.6i» 

E  ce- 


5o  '  A  VOYAGE 

1749.  ceremony  myfelf  at  the  fame  time, 

May‘  becaufe  I  underftood  that  fuch  was 
the  manner  of  faluting  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  He  did  not  take  off  his  cap,  for  he 
wore  none  :  as  to  my  part  I  followed 
the  French  cuftom,  which  is  never  to 
take  off  our  hats  to  people  of  his 
complexion.  He  ordered  a  mat  to  be 
fet  before  me,  and  I  fat  down ;  then 
he  placed  himfelf  in  one  of  the  cor¬ 
ners  ;  and  notwithftanding  all  I  could 
do,  there  was  no  prevailing  on  him 
to  draw  towards  the  middle.  This 
Their  re-  is  a  mark  of  refpedt  they  Aew  the 
theFrench.  French,  whom  they  look  upon  as 
great  people ;  that  is,  as  great  lords, 
and  far  their  fuperiors.  Indeed  they  are 
not  much  in  the  wrong ;  and  this  kind 
of  fubmiffion  ought  to  be  encouraged 
as  much  as  poffible  *  ^  fo  I  did  not  prefs 
him  hard.  Two  of  his  wives  (for 
polygamy  is  eftabliflied  in  that  coun- 

*  But  that,  among  many  other  political  arts  of 
the  French,  can  be  only,  at  leaft,  beib  effected  un¬ 
der  fome  well  eftablifhed  government,  fuch  as  that 
they  had  in  Senegal  and  its  dependencies. 


•  try 
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try)  came  immediately  after  with  their  i 749- 
children,  to  pay  their  compliments  to  May~  - 
me,  and  they  brought  me  a  few  bowls 
full  of  milk,  with  eggs  and  fowls.  I 
drank  fome  of  the  milk,  and  thanked 
them  for  the  reft.  Houfes  or 

•  v  huts  at  Son 


It  was  near  their  dinner  time,  and 
J^abu-rScc  depended  upon  my  flaying. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  curiofity  led 
me  to  lee  the  village.  The  huts  were 
neither  fo  large  nor  fo  neat  as  thofe 
I  had  feen  in  the  ifle  of  Senegal.  In 
fome,  the  covering  came,  down  almoft 
to  the  ground,  and  was  kept  up  before 
the  door  by  a  few  flakes,  to  form  a 
kind  of  pent-houfe,  which  fheltered 
them  from  the  rays  of  the  fun.  In 
others,  the  walls  were  done  over  with 
thick  mud,  mixed  with  cow-dung, 
which  flunk  abominably.  The  latter 
had  two  oppofite  entrances,  each  of 
which  was  only  an  oval  made  in  the 


wall,  of  a  foot  and  a  half  diameter, 
and  two  feet  from  the  ground.  I  had 

E  2  Senegal 
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1749.  found  the  fquare  doors  of  the  ifland  of 

May .  1 

_ Senegal  very  uneafy ;  but  thefe  were 

ftill  more  fo,  fince  there  was  no  fuch 
thing  as  entering  them  without  doubling 
my  chin  to  my  knees.  The  infide  was 
in  every  refpect  like  what  I  had  feen  in 
Senegal.  The  ftreets  were  as  irregular 
as  the  huts,  and  very  narrow.  Not- 
withftanding  the  little  proportion  ob- 
ferved  by  thofe  architects,  the  villages 
ftill  are  very  agreeable,  becaufe  they  are 
planted  with  trees,  which  befides  the 
coolnefs  of  their  (hade,  refrelh  the  eye 
with  a  perpetual  verdure. 

Children 

ked.e  The  children  of  both  fexes,  even  fuch 
as  were  nine  or  ten  years  old,  an  age  at 
which  the  marks  of  puberty  begin  to 
fhewr  themfelves,  were  ftark  naked.  The 
girls  had  for  ornament  round  their  waift 
a  girdle  of  glafs  toys,  or,  where  thofe 
could  not  be  had,  of  a  requieris  *  knuckle- 

*  A  voracious  fifh,  of  the  nature  of  a  fea-dog. 
The  young  reqaiens  are  a  difh  very  much  liked  by 
the  Negroes. 

bones. 
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bones,  or  of  cockle- {hells  ftringed  like  a  1749. 
pair  of  heads.  Some  perhaps  will  ima- 
gine  that  thofe  children,  in  this  ftate  of Beads> 
nakednefs,  mud  be  dalhed  at  the  light 
of  a  ftranger :  but  far  from  it  ^  you  may 
go  up  to  them,  and  even  play  with 
them,  they  will  give  themfelves  no  fawcy 
airs ;  and  though  they  are  neither  fhame- 
faced  nor  balhful,  yet  there  is  nothing 
in  their  countenance  but  what  is  natural 
and  eafy.  No  doubt  but  it  will  be 
alfo  furprizing  to  many,  that  children, 
who  were  fcarce  fix  months  old,  Ihould 

i 

begin  to  walk  by  themfelves.  It  was 
pleafant  to  fee  thofe  little  creatures  tum¬ 
bling  on  the  fand  before  the  lun,  and 
creeping  on  all  four  like  little  monkeys* 
and  to  hear  them  utter  inarticulately  a 
few  words  between  their  teeth,  with  an 
air  of  contentment  and  pleafure.  The 
women  had  all  a  half-paan  round  their 
waift,  which  ferved  them  for  a  petti¬ 
coat  ;  but  from  their  waift  upwards 
they  were  naked.  Being  generally  well 
made,  they  have  a  very  good  air  in  this 
*  ;  :  E  3  difha- 
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1749.  dishabille,  elpecially  when  a  perfon  is 
Ma)~  _  ufed  to  their  colour :  thofe  who  are  not 
accuftomed  to  them,  muft  be  content 
with  admiring  their  fhape,  which  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fine. 

Which  way  Soever  I  turned  my  eyes 
on  this  pleafant  Spot,  I  beheld  a  perfect 
image  of  pure  nature :  an  agreeable  So¬ 
litude,  bounded  one  very  Side  by  a  charm¬ 
ing  landfkip ;  the  rural  Situation  of  cot¬ 
tages  in  the  midft  of  trees ;  the  eafe  and 
indolence  of  the  Negroes,  reclined  under 
the  (hade  of  their  Spreading  foliage ;  the 
Simplicity  of  their  drefs  and  manners ; 

the  whole  revived  in  my  mind,  the 
idea  of  our  firft  parents,  and  I  feemed 

to  contemplate  the  world  in  its  pri¬ 
meval  State. 


lie  dines 
with  the 
governor 
ef  Sor. 


My  mind  was  agreeably  amufed  with 
thefe  reveries,  when  word  was  brought 
me,  from  the  governor  of  the  village, 
that  dinner  waited  for  me.  Upon 

which  I  turned  back  with  my  Ne¬ 
groes, 


1 
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groes,  who  conduced  me  through  that  1749* 
labyrinth  of  cottages,  where  otherwife  Ma>- 
I  fhould  have  been  eafily  loft.  I  found 
the  governor  juft  on  the  very  fpot  where 
I  left  him ,  with  his  children,  and  a  few 
friends.  They  fat  crofs-legged  on  the 
fand,  round  a  large  wooden  bowl  full  of 
coufcous ;  which  is  a  thick-grained  pap* 
made  of  two  forts  of  millet.  He  made 
me  fit  down  by  him  $  then  he  began 
to  fall  to,  and  thrufting  his  hand  into 
the  difh,  he  took  a  handful  of  couf- 
com ,  which  he  rolled  about  with  his 
fingers,  for  want  of  a  fork  and  Ipoon, 
a  conveniency  they  have  not  yet  learnt. 

He  invited  me  afterwards  to  do  the 
fame.  I  did  not  let  him  prefs  me 
hard,  but  followed  his  example :  for  I 
never  departed  from  this  principle,  that 
nothing  contributes  more  to  gain  the 
confidence  and  friendfhip  of  ftrangers 
among  whom  you  refide,  than  to  con¬ 
form  to  their  cuftoms  and  manner  of 
living  5  and  I  always  found  my  account 

E  4 
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1^749.  it.  The  coufcous  was  judged  excellent ; 

_ .  and  one  of  the  moft  convincing  proofs 

thereof,  was,  that  the  diffi  was  foon 

# 

emptied.  For  my  part  I  did  not  judge  fo 
favourably  of  it  ;  nothing  that  I  can  think 
of  is  more  infipid  than  this  diffi ;  and 
the  manner  of  eating  it  is  every  whit  as 
difagreeable.  However,  I  ufed  myfelf  to 
it;  and  found  it  afterwards  very  good. 
This  fingle  courfe  conftituted  our  whole 
feaffi 

When  dinner  was  over,  a  young  ffie- 
flave,  in  her  natural  habit,  prefented  us 
all  round  a  bowl  full  of  water,  out  of 
which  each  perfon  drank ;  and  then 
they  made  ufe  of  it  to  wafh  the  hand 
that  had  performed  the  office  of  a  fpoon, 
which  is  always  the  right ;  the  left  be¬ 
ing  defigned  for  ufes  inconfiftent  with 
cleanlinefs.  Thefe  practices,  like  polyga¬ 
my,  are  a  confequence  of  the  precepts  of 
the  Mahometan  religion,  which  they  have 

fo 
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fo  far  embraced,  as  its  principles  are  a-  1749* 
greeable  to  their  own  cuftoms  and  eafy  May>— 
manner  of  living.  I  was  very  much  fur- 
prized,  not  to  fee  any  of  my  landlord’s 
wives  eating  in  company  with  him,  but  The  wo, 

I  was  told,  that  fuch  was  the  cuftom  of  dine  with 
the  country,  and  that  no  woman  ever  bands, 
had  that  honour  done  her ;  becaufe  they 
are  perfuaded,  like  good  Mahometans, 
that  there  is  no  paradife  for  the  female 
fex.  Therefore  they  dined  after  us,  and 
in  the  fame  manner ;  that  is,  without  ta¬ 
ble,  plates,  table-cloth,  Ipoons,  knives, 
forks,  or  napkins. 


In  order  to  make  my  hoft  amends 
for  his  good  entertainment,  I  prefented 
him  with  a  few  pattes  *  of  iron,  and 
I  diftributed  fome  glafs-toys  among  his 
wives  and  children.  He  wanted  to  keep 

*  The  fatte  of  iron  is  the  twelfth  part  of  a  bar 
nine  feet  long ;  and  ferves  for  money  in  this  coun** 


me 
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1749-  me  for  a  ball  which  was  juft  going  to 

- 1 —  begin ;  but  I  begged  him  to  poftpone 

it  till  another  time,  becaufe  it  was  near 
fun-fet.  We  parted  extremely  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  each  other.  The  guiriots  *, 
in  return  for  the  generofity  with  which 
I  had  behaved  towards  them,  attended 
me  upwards  of  two  hundred  paces,  beat¬ 
ing  on  the  drum,  to  the  found  of  which 
all  the  young  people  danced  in  cadence, 
expreffing  their  joy.  At  length  I  loft 
fight  of  them,  and  made  all  the  hafte 
J  could  back  to  the  ifland  of  Senegal. 

• 

I  was  not  a  little  pleafed  with  this 

*  * 

my  firft  reception  at  the  lord  of  Sor's. 
It  convinced  me,  that  there  ought  to  be 
confiderable  abatements  made,  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  I  had  read  and  heard  every  where, 
of  the  favage  character  of  the  Africans ; 
and  I  was  of  opinion,  that  this  fhould 

*  This  is  the  name  the  Negroes  give  to  the  mu- 
ficians  and  drummers  of  the  country. 


not 
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not  extend  to  the  natives  of  Senegal,'  1749. 
This  gave  me  great  encouragement  to  May* 
go  oftener  amongft  them ;  and  I  was 
highly  delighted  to  hear  a  little  white 
after,  that  a  veflel  was  to  fet  out  the 
month  following,  to  buy  fome  oxen  at 
the  Mufketoe  trading-place.  An  agent 
belonging  to  the  company,  who  was 
entrufted  with  this  commiffion,  engaged 
me  to  perform  the  voyage  with  him* 
Accordingly  we  embarked  the  16th  ofjimei6. 
June,  early  in  the  morning,  upon  the 
river  Niger.  We  afcended  the  ft  ream.  Voyage  to 

J  T-  1  •  r  i  theMuf- 

and  when  we  came  to  the  point  or  the  ketoe  tr¬ 
ifle  of  Bifeche,  we  began  to  lofe  fight  plafe. 
of  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  which  is  about 
a  league  diftant  from  thence.  To  the 
right  we  had  the  ifle  of  Bifeche,  and 
the  wood  ifland  to  the  left :  they  were 
both  bordered  with  mangroves  5  fo  that 
our  navigation  was  as  pleafant  as  if  we 
had  been  failing  through  a  large  avenue 
of  beautiful  trees.  The  mangroves  * 

*  Mangles  aquatica,  foliis  fubrotundis  &  pun&a- 
lis.  Plum.  gen.  pag.  13. 

have 
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3749.  have  fomething  fo  extraordinary  in  their 
Junfl‘  nature,  that  I  cannot  pafs  them  over  in 
Man"  filence.  The  lareeft  of  thefe  trees  are 

groves  ^ 

mordf'  generally  no  more  than  fifty  feet  high ; 
naiy  trees,  they  grow  only  in  the  water,  and  on 
the  banks  of  rivers  where  the  tide  goes 
up  twice  a-day.  They  preferve  the 
verdure  of  their  leaves  throughout  the 
year,  which  may  be  faid  alfo  of  moft  of  the 
trees  of  this  country  :  but  what  renders 
them  more  remarkable,  is  the  long  roots, 
which  ifluing  out  of  their  lowed;  branch¬ 
es,  hang  down  to  the  water,  and  penetrate 
into  the  earth.  Then  they  refemble  fo 
many  arcades  from  five  to  ten  feet  high, 
which  ferve  to  fupport  the  body  of  the 
tree,  and  even  to  advance  it  daily  into 
the  bed  of  the  river.  Thefe  arcades 
are  fo  clofe,  and  intertwifted,  one 
with  another,  that  they  form  a  kind  of 
natural  and  tranlparent  terrace,  raifed 
with  fuch  folidity  over  the  water,  that 
one  might  walk  upon  them,  were  it  not 
-  ‘  that 
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that  the  branches  are  too  much  encum-  1749. 
bered  with  leaves.  — llme~  „ 

*•■**.■  ■•‘'•-"7  ^  7  ,  *  .  ■  '  ’  ■  *  ■ * : 

v  ^ 

Thus  we  advanced  three  leagues 
through  mangroves,  after  which  from 
the  marigot  of  Kiala  to  that  of  Tork- 
hod,  within  four  leagues  and  a  half  of 
the  ifland  of  Senegal,  we  faw  nothing 
on  both  banks  of  the  river,  but  rufhes 
or  weeds  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  high 
Torkhod  is  a  village  fituate  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  river  Niger,  upon  a  hill  of 
red  fand,  at  the  foot  of  which  pafletfi 
the  marigot  that  bears  its  name.  This 
is  the  only  village  we  could  fee  the 
whole  wa y  from  the  ifland  of  Senegal. 

The  mangroves  had  intercepted  the  prof- 
pedt  of  the  others,  which  are  fcattered 
about  the  low  lands  overflown  by  the 
Niger.  The  advantageous  fituation  ofPr°rPe^°F 
Torkhod,  the  red  colour  of  the  hill,  o^TorkT 

hod. 

*  Gramen  da&ylon  bicorne  tomentofum  maxi¬ 
mum,  fpicis  numerofiftimis.  Sloan,  Jam .  vol  i. 
tab,  15. 

the 
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t  ,  .  *  i  • 

1749.  the  beauty  of  the  trees,  with  whFh  it  is 
Junc‘  adorned,  and  the  meadows  which  it 
commands,  all  together  afford  a  very 
agreeable  profped:.  The  fifhermen  be¬ 
longing  to  the  place  brought  us  fome 
fhell-fifh,  by  the  French  called  machoi - 
vans  *,  with  eels  and  other  fifh  which 
they  had  catched  in  their  little  river. 
We  bought  above  five  dozen,  which  did 
not  ftand  us  in  three  denters  a-piece. 
From  thence  we  continued  our  voyage, 
meeting  with  a  few  more  mangroves, 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  till  we 
came  within  a  league  of  a  village  called 
Maka,  where  thefe  trees  terminate. 

AelvLui^  famc  day  we  arrived  before  fun- 

ketoe  tra-  fet  at  the  Mulketoe  trading-place;  where 

place.  was  to  be  the  fale  of  cattle.  This  be- 

*  Nhamdia  Brafilienfibus,  bagre  do  Rio  Lufita- 
nis.  Marogr.  p.  149. 

Myftus  cirrhis  fex  longiflimis,  pinna  dorfi  fe- 
cunda  triangulari.  Gronov .  Mu/.  Icbth .  p .  35. 
w.  84. 
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ing  the  firfb  port  we  meet  with,  in  go-  1749* 
ing  up  the  Niger,  the  fame  is  praitifed  ^UKe’  . 
here,  as  at  fea  by  thofe  who  pafs  the 
tropic :  the  French,  the  firft  time  they 
come  this  way,  are  bound  to  make  a  pre¬ 
fen  t  to  the  laptots  *  ;  and  therefore  I  gave 
them  the  ufual  gratuity.  The  Mufketoe 
trading-place  is  only  thirteen  leagues  to 
the  north  i  north-eaft  of  the  ifland  of 
Senegal.  This  is  a  fruitful  plain  ex¬ 
tending  on  both  fides  the  river  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Maka,  which  we  left 
behind  us :  the  whole  trail  of  ground, 
upwards  of  feven  leagues  in  length,  is 
laid  out  in  fpacious  meadows,  where 
the  inhabitants  breed  a  vaft  number  of 
cattle.  The  name  of  marivct,  of  the  Marin- 

.  go  ins  a  fort 

Mufketoes,  is  given  to  a  fmall  river,  of  Mui- 
which  falls  into  the  Niger,  a  little ket°es* 
below  the  trading-place ;  becaufe  it  is 
full  of  very  high  and  thick  weeds, 
which  ferve  to  harbour  a  kind  of  Muf- 

*  This  is  the  Name  given  to  the  Negroes  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
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1749.  ketoes  called  maringoins .  Sometimes 

June‘  thofe  little  infedts  iffue  forth  from 
thefe  inacceffible  places,  in  fuch  fwarms, 
that  they  darken  the  air.  It  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  guard  againft  them,  becaufe  their 
fting  will  penetrate  through  the  compadt- 
efl  woollen  fluffs ;  and  the  multitudes  of 
them  that  attack  a  perfon  all  at  the  fame 
time,  caufe  a  prodigious  pain,  and  throw 
the  whole  body,  as  it  were,  into  a  fer¬ 
ment.  This  is  one  of  the  greateft  in¬ 
conveniences  that  all  aquatic  places  are 
fubjedt  to. 

» 

Flocks  be-  The  Moors  waited  for  us,  within  two 
Moors.  °  hundred  paces  of  the  north  bank  of  the 
river,  where  they  were  encamped.  All 
over  the  country,  nothing  was  to  be  feen 
but  numerous  flocks  of  oxen,  wethers, 
kid,  and  camels,  which  ranged  about  in 
full  liberty.  The  day  following  I  went 
on  fhore  to  view  the  oxen,  which  feem- 
ed  to  me  very  different  from  thofe  of 
Europe  ;  for  mod  of  them  were  larger  and 
higher  legged ;  but  they  were  particu- 
'  larly 


TO  SENEGAL,  &c.  65 

larly  remarkable  for  a  lump  of  flefh,  1749. 
which  rofe  above  a  foot  on  the  wi-  _  June‘ 
thers,  between  the  two  Ihoulders.  The 
rams,  (which  they  are  not  ufed  to  caf- 
trate)  are  alfo  of  a  very  peculiar  fort. 

They  bear  no  refemblance  to  our  French 
rams,  except  in  their  head  and  tail; 
but  as  to  their  fize,  and  hair,  they  are 
more  like  a  goat  :  the  latter  animal 
has  nothing  remarkable*  The  flefh  of 
both  is  extremely  delicate,  but  often 
too  perfumed.  It  feems  that  a  fleece 
of  wool  would  have  been  inconventent 
to  fheep  in  fo  hot  a  country;  and 
therefore,  nature  has  changed  it  for 
thin  hair  of  moderate  length. 

As  I  rambled  among  thofe  nume-Their 
rous  flocks,  I  found  myfelf  approach- 
ing  towards  the  adouar ;  a  name  they 
give  to  a  clufter  of  tents,  where  the 
Moors  are  lodged.  Thefe  tents  are  all 
round  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  made 

F  of 
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1749.  of  goats  and  camels  hair,  impenetrable 

-  Jl‘ne‘  to  the  rain.  They  were  ranged  near  to 
one  another  in  a  circular  form,  each 
fupported  by  a  pole  in  the  middle,  and 
fixed  all  round  with  thongs  of  ox  ikin, 
fattened  to  ftakes  about  a  foot  from  the 
ground.  The  infide  of  them  was  hung 
with  feveral  rows  of  mats,  fecured  on  one 
fide  by  the  tents,  and  on  the  other  by  their 
moveables :  the  latter  confift  of  a  few 
borrachoes  containing  their  cloaths,  their 
milk,  and  butter  ;  in  ttiort  all  their  pro- 
vifions,  and  a  few  pieces  of  calabaihes, 
which  ferve  for  utenfils. 

Character  While  the  men  looked  after  their  cat- 

of  the 

Moorifh  tie,  the  women  were  confined  to  their 
tents,  where  they  employed  their  time  in 
churning  butter,  in  Ipinning,  and  taking 
care  of  their  children  and  other  dome- 
flic  concerns.  They  are  of  an  olive 
complexion,  with  very  regular  features, 
and  large  fparkling  eyes  y  their  hair  is 
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long  and  plaited  *  fbme  have  it  hang-  1749. 
ing  down,  and  others  tied  up.  They  ^une? 
Teemed  to  be  well  made,  though  fmall * 
and  a  great  deal  more  referved  than 
the  Negroe  women.  The  men  are  c,hfaaer 

O  of  the  men. 

not  much  taller  than  the  Negroes  *  but 
they  differ  in  their  colour,  which  is  red 
or  a  red  brown  *  in  their  hair,  which 
is  of  a  middling  length*  curled,  and 
much  thicker ;  and  efpecially  in  their 
mufcles,  which  appear  more  under  their 
fkin :  they  have  alfo  a  more  meager 
face,  with  lefs  flefh,  and  their  fkin  is 
not  To  fmooth.  The  drefs  both  of  men  Their 
and  women,  confifts  in  a  long  fhirt  of drefS9 
black  linen,  and  a  paan,  with  which 
the  women  cover  their  head  and  fhoul- 
ders  5  the  men  fometimes  roll  it  a- 
bout  their  bodies  like  a  waift-band, 
and  fometimes  round  their  heads,  in 
imitation  of  a  turbant.  This  paan  is 
not  always  black  and  made  of  cotton  * 
there  are  a  great  many  men  who  wear 
it  of  white  wool,  and  oftentimes  edged 

F  %  with 
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Their  fru- 
gality. 
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with  red.  I  lpoke  once  already  of  the 
repaft  I  made  with  the  Negroes ;  but 
the  Moors  are  no  way  inferior  to  them 
in  frugality.  Their  ordinary  food  is 
milk,  either  of  camels,  cows,  goats, 
or-  fheep,  with  millet  ;  and  very  often 
milk  and  gum  alone  is  their  whole  re¬ 
paft,  and  ferves  them  for  meat  and 
drink. 

Though  two  months  were  not  yet 
elapfed  fince  my  coming  to  Senegal,  I 
neverthelefs  had  an  opportunity  of  fee¬ 
ing,  and  forming  fome  judgment,  at 
leaft  as  much  as  was  neceffary,  for 

the  time  prefent,  of  two  nations,  the 

«  « 

molt  diftant  in  their  cuftoms  and  man¬ 
ner  of  living,  of  all  thofe  that  inhabit 
this  part  of  Africa,  namely,  the  Moors 
and  the  Negroes.  In  both,  I  had  ob- 
ferved  great  humanity  and  fociable- 
nefs,  which  gave  me  ftrong  hopes, 
that  I  fhould  be  very  fafe  among 
them,  and  meet  with  the  fuccefs  I  dc- 

fired 
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fired  in  my  inquiry,  after  the  curiofities  1749* 
of  their  country.  •*U11C’ 

The  next  day  I  went  a  herborizing 
and  counting  over  the  beautiful  fields  on 
the  oppotite  bank  of  the  river.  At  that  Fields  of 

.  i-ii  large  mil* 

time  they  were  covered  with  a  largest, 
kind  of  millet,  called  gaiar-natt  or 
Guinea  corn  :  it  was  now  almoft  ripe, 
and  the  Negroes  had  covered  the  ears 
with  its  own  leaves,  to  thelter  it  from 
the  fparrows,  which  do  a  great  deal 
of  mifchief  in  this  country.  It  was  no 
fmall  labour  to  walk  acrofs  thofe  fpa- 
cious  fields  of  millet,  the,  flalks  being 
very  large  and  compact,  and  full  eight 
feet  high.  The  heat  was  quite  Hiding, 
for  not  the  leaf!  breath  of  air  could 
be  perceived  amidft  thofe  high  plants 
and  the  fun,  at  a  very  little  diflance 
Trom  the  zenith,  darted  his  rays  al- 

•  ,  V  -//  \ 

*  •  '  -  / 

*  Milium  arundinaceum,  fubrotundo  femine  forgo 
nominatum.  C.  B.  Pin.  26. 

F  3  moll 
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1749.  moft  perpendicularly.  My  Negroes,  in 
“|1Jn£,  order  to  amufe  themfelves  in  this  long 
walk,  and  to  quench  their  thirft,  pluck¬ 
ed  feveral  intire  ftalks  of  millet,  and 
fucked  the  juice,  after  Gripping  it  of 
its  hulk.  They  gave  me  fome  to  tafte, 
and  I  found  it  fo  fweet  and  pleafant, 
that  I  quickly  followed  their  example. 
I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  the  ftalks  of 
millet,  prepared  in  the  fame  manner  as 
fugar  canes,  would  afford  a  very  proper 
juice  for  making  fugar. 


Jailed  De  At  ^g^  after  walking  half  an 
pieur.  hour  without  feeing  any  thing  but 

plants  all  round  me,  I  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  a  little  hill,  whereon  was  built 
a  village,  which  the  Negroes  call 
Depleur.  I  had  viewed  it  from  the 
bank  of  the  river,  where  it  afforded 
a  moft  delightful  profped:.  The  foot 
of  this  hill  was  all  of  pure  red  fand, 
and  intirely  planted  with  gardens.  At 

that 
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that  time  there  were  giromons ,  a  fort  1749* 
of  mufhrooms  peculiar  to  hot  coun-  June' 
tries,  and  not  at  all  inferior  in  fize  ^ngfog 
to  thofe  of  cold  climates,  but  great- to  the  Ne‘ 

?  o  groes. 

ly  fuperior  in  fweetnefs  and  delicacy  of 
tafte.  The  two  fpecies  of  Indian  ket- 
mia  the  green  and  the  red,  grow 
there  extremely  well  ;  they  are  fhrubs 
four  or  five  feet  high,  and  refemble 
ours  only  in  the  tafte.  The  reft  of  the 
ground  is  covered  with  tobacco,  and 
French  beans. 


From  thefe  gardens,  I  proceeded  to 
the  village,  without  intending  to  make 
any  ftay  there,  becaufe  it  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  me,  to  differ  from  thofe  I  had 
feen  already.  As  it  is  not  much  fre¬ 
quented  by  the  French,  by  reafon  of 
its  diftance  from  the  river,  the  little  The  chii- 
children,  who  had  never  beheld  any^ed^?1 

feeing  a 
white. 

t  Ketmia  Indica,  goflypii  folio,  acetofe  fapore. 

Plum ,  Cat.  p.  2 . 
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1749.  white  people,  were  frightened  greatly 
,  ^'lC'  at  feeing  me  3  and  ran  away  as  fall  as 
they  could,  to  feek  for  fhelter  between 
their  mothers  legs  :  at  the  fame  time 
they  gave  very  loud  cries,  which  did 
not  frighten  me  much,  becaufe  I  foon 
difcovered  the  caufe.  Yet  I  got  a  little 
out  of  the  way,  to  avoid  the  frightful 
noife  occafioned  by  my  prefence ;  when 
a  woman,  who  faw  me  gathering  fruit 
in  the  garden,  thought  to  oblige  me, 
by  bringing  me  fome  of  a  fort  greatly 
efteemed  in  that  country.  At  the  fame 
time,  (he  conducted  me  into  the  mid- 
die  of  the  village,  where  flood  the  tree 
from  which  fhe  had  plucked  them.  It 
w^as  very  large,  but  not  high :  by  its 
fupple  pendant  boughs,  and  long  thorns, 
I  knew  it  to  be  the  agihalid  of  Prof- 
per  Alpinus  *  :  the  Negroes  call  it 
A -/cry  ex-  foumpet  As  I  flopped  to  view  this 
icene  hap-  tree,  \  Was  quickly  furrounded  by  a 

pens  to  the  1  .  J 

author,  number  of  boys  and  girls,  whom 
*  Agihalid,  P.  Alp.  JEgyp.  vol,  ii.  p.  20. 


cun- 
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curiofity  had  drawn  together.  Some  1749, 
out  of  refpeft,  and  fome  out  of  fear,  June" 
kept  themfelves  at  a  diftance :  others 
were  familiar  enough  to  come  near  me, 
and  to  aik  for  glafs  trinkets  •  for  thefe, 
as  I  obferved  before,  are  the  merchan- 
dife  and  ornament  which  the  Negroes 
chiefly  delight  in.  Moil  of  them  had 
never  feen  a  white  man  fo  near;  fome 
touched  my  cloaths  and  my  linen ; 
others  took  hold  of  my  hat,  and  of  my 
hair  which  I  wore  in  a  bag,  thinking 
it  impoffible  it  fhotild  grow  to  fuch 
a  length  as  they  faw  it  about  my 
ears  *,  others,  in  fhort,  felt  the  bag  it- 
felf,  and  afked  me  for  tobacco,  with 
which  they  thought  it  to  be  filled,  be- 
eaufe  of  its  being  fo  very  like  a  little 
fquare  leather  bag,  wherein  they  are 
accuftorned  to  carry  tobacco  upon  their 
breafts  :  but  how  great  was  their  fur- 
prize,  upon  feeing  me  take  off  my 
bag,  when  my  hair  fell  down  to  my 
waift.  The  liberty  I  gave  them  to  ex¬ 
amine 
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1749.  amine  both,  foon  undeceived  them,  as 
Jutie-  well  in  regard  to  the  pretended  ufe  of 
the  bag,  as  to  my  hair,  the  length 
of  which  they  no  longer  doubted  of, 
when  they  faw  it  really  faftened  to  my 
head. 

This  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
fcene,  occafioned  my  making  feveral  re¬ 
flections  as  I  went  from  thence.  It  came 
into  my  head,  that  my  colour,  fo  oppo- 
iite  to  the  blacknefs  of  the  Africans,  was 
the  firfl:  thing  that  ftruck  the  children : 
thofe  poor  little  creatures  were  then  in 
the  fame  cafe  as  our  infants,  the  firfl: 
time  they  fee  a  Negroe.  I  recalled  to 
mind  alfo,  that  the  fecond  thing  which 
fiirprized  the  reft,  was  the  length  and 
thicknefs  of  my  hair,  compared  to  theirs, 
which  looks  like  very  fine  curled  wool : 
and  in  the  laffc  place,  the  weight  and 
conftraint  of  my  apparel,  which  after 
all,  confided  only  of  a  very  light  callico 
waiftcoat.  The  reader  will  no  longer 

be 
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be  furprized  that  fome  of  them  fhould  1749. 
afk  me  for  merchandize,  and  others 
for  tobacco,  when  he  is  informed,  that 
Negroes  of  every  age,  fex,  and  con¬ 
dition,  are  ufed  to  afk  even  the  fmalleft 
trifles  of  the  whites,  when  they  cannot 
pilfer  them.  It  is  with  good  reafon 
faid.  that  they  are  the  moil  artful  beg¬ 
gars,  and  the  moil  dexterous  thieves,  in 
the  univerfe. 

Inftead  of  following  the  road  I  had  Plants  m 
taken  acrofs  the  tirefome  fields  of  mil-  bourhood 
let,  to  go  to  Depleur,  I  returned  by  the  Muiketoe- 
meadow  above  them.  I  faw  there  only 
a  few  gum-trees,  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
tamarilks  likethofe  ofNarbonne,  thefhrub 
fcfoan  *,  and  a  large  fpecies  of  fenfitive 
plant,  which  the  Negroes  call guerackiao^ 
that  is,  good  morrow ,  becaufe,  fay  they, 
when  you  touch  it,  or  draw  near  to  fpeak 
to  it,  the  plant  immediately  inclines 

*  Sefban.  P.  Alp*  /Egypt .  v *  2.  p .  12. 

its 
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its  leaves  to  with  you,  as  it  were,  a 
good  morrow,  and  to  ihew,  that  it  is 
fenfible  of  the  politenefs  done  it.  Among 
the  herbs  with  which  the  meadow  is 
ftrewed,  I  took  notice  of  the  juffuea  *, 
of  arlinart  "j~,  chickweed  f ,  and  leveral 
ipecies  of  mollugo ;  of  a  great  many  forts 
of  grafs,  of  the  coldenia  ||,  and  a  fmall 
fenfitive  plant,  rampant,  and  not  fpinous, 
infinitely  more  delicate  and  fenfible  than 
all  the  Ip  ecies  that  I  know. 

I  did  not  negledt  the  following  days, 
to  vifit  the  neighbouring  villages  and 
fields,  where  I  found  great  plenty  of 
a  kind  of  fhrub  hitherto  unknown  to 
botanifls,  which  the  Moors  call  guer- 

*  Jufliasa  eredla,  floribus  tetrapetalis  o&andris 
fdlilibus.  Linn.  H.  Zeyl.  170. 

t  Perficaria  maderafpatana,  Iongiore  folio  fur- 
futo.  Pluk.  Phytogr.  tab.  210.  fig.  7. 

t  Alfine  lotoides  ficula.  Bocc.  rar.  pi.  20. 

jj  Coldenia.  Linn .  H.  Zeyl.  69. 


guer- 
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zim.  L  likewife  difcovered  a  confi-  1749. 
derable  number  of  other  new  plants ;  ^J'ne“ 
but  it  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  mention 
them  here*  as  I  intend  to  give  their 
defcription  and  figure  in  a  particular 
work. 

There  are  a  great  many  wild  boars  Buds  cal¬ 
led  laws* 

in  thofe  parts,  but  I  never  could'  come  eyes . 
up  with  any  of  them.  I  killed  feveral 
of  thofe  birds,  which  the  French  call 
large-eyes :  and  indeed,  they  are  of  a 
largenefs  that  has  no  fort  of  proportion 
to  the  head.  In  the  form  of  their  body, 
and  of  their  feet,  which  are  fplit  into 
three  toes,  they  are  very  like  a  buftard : 
they  are  as  large  as  a  hen,  and  their 
feathers  are  of  an  afh-grey,  mixed 
with  white.  Their  flefli  is  tender,  and 
may  be  eaten.  I  could  not  avoid  hav¬ 
ing  very  good  iport  in  the  meadow,  for 
there  is  plenty  of  game  :  but  it  was  His  fp0rt- 
interrupted  every  moment,  by  the  loud  llftTby 
and  importunate  cries  of  a  kind  of  bird^  noiiybir<k 

which 
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1749.  which  the  Negroes  call  uett-uetty  the 

June*  French,  fquallers  or  bawlersy  becaufe  as 
foon  as  they  fee  a  man,  they  fet  up  a 

loud  fcreaming,  and  keep  flying  round 
him,  as  if  their  intent  was  to  warn  the 
other  birds,  which  upon  hearing  the 
cry,  immediately  take  wing.  Thele 
birds  are  the  bane  of  Iportfmen,  who 
are  fure  to  find  the  place  clear  of  all 
game  foon  after  their  arrival.  In  fhort, 
they  put  me  into  a  paflion,  which  coft 
them  very  dear  5  for  as  they  always  fly 
in  pairs,  I  killed  feveral  brace.  There 

were  two  forts  ;  and  neither  of  them 
hardly  exceeded  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon  ; 
but  they  were  high-legged,  and  had  a 
very  long  neck.  The  colour  of  one  was 
alh-grey,  on  the  back  and  wings,  the 
reft  of  their  body  was  altogether  white. 
The  other  had  their  wings  and  part  of 
the  tail  black,  and  their  fhoulders  were 
armed  with  a  fmall  horn  of  the  fame  co¬ 
lour,  very  long,  of  the  Ihape  and  hard 

con- 
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conilftency  of  a  fpur,  which  ferved  them  1749 
as  an  offenfive  and  defenlive  weapon 
againft  the  other  birds. 


June, 


We  were  now  in  the  eighth  day  of  Return  to 

,  r  ‘n  %  ,  ~  the  iiland 

pur  voyage,  when  we  ftmfhed  our  bun-  of  Senegal, 
nefs,  and  thought  of  returning  to  the 
iiland  of  Senegal.  The  Moors,  who  had 
repaired  to  this  place,  only  to  fell  their 
cattle,  having  foraged  the  country  all 
round,  were  preparing  to  encamp  on 
another  fpot,  and  even  to  retire  towards 
the  mountains,  at  a  great  diftance  north¬ 
ward  of  the  river,  to  avoid  the  inun¬ 
dations  with  which  the  firft  rains  of 
the  month  of  June  had  lately  threatened 
them.  Their  tents  were  already  ftruck.  Decamp- 
and,  they  had  put  them,  together  with  theMoL, 
their  furniture  and  utenfils,  into  facks 
of  leather  neatly  drelfed.  The  whole 
was  loaded  on  the  backs  of  camels 
and  oxen,  which  carried  their  houfes, 
moveables,  wives  and  children.  Such 


is 
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1749.  is  the  life  the  Moors  lead;  they  are 
June'  never  fixed  to  a  fpot :  their  flocks,  in 
which  confifts  their  whole  wealth,  o- 
blige  them  to  change  quarters,  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  feafons  and  the  nature  of 
their  pafturage  require. 

Soon  after  my  return  to  the  ifland 
of  Senegal,  an  opportunity  offered  of 
going  to  Podor,  a  factory  belonging  to 
the  company,  diftant  from  this  ifland 
fixty  leagues  or  thereabouts,  on  the  ri¬ 
ver  Niger.  The  veffel  was  to  go  and 

return  without  flopping ;  yet  I  went  on 

% 

board.  My  Negroes  did  not  want  fol- 
licitation  to  follow  me ;  fo  they  joined 
30.  with  the  (hip’s  company.  We  fet  fail 

Firft  voy-  1  1  J 

age  to  Po- the  30th  of  June,  afeending  the  river, 
nearly  from  weft  to  eaft.  The  winds 
were  fo  favourable,  that  we  arrived  in 
three  days  at  Podor.  As  fo  expedi¬ 
tious  a  navigation  did  not  allow  me 
time  to  go  on  fhore,  I  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  taking  a  plan  of  the 

courfe 
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eourfe  of  the  river,  I  obferved  the  diffe-  1749* 
rent  widths  of  its  bed,  and  of  the  mouths  Junc‘ 
of  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  it,  Preca^ 

r  J  '  tions  for 

the  angle  which  the  latter  form  in  their  taking-  a 

0  plan  of  the 

difemboguing,  the  iflands  we  found  by  eourfe  of 
the  way,  and  their  length  :  I  likewife  LKC  nver‘ 
founded  their  depth  ;  in  fhort,  I  ne¬ 
glected  nothing  that  was  capable  of 
rendering  my  obfervations  moil  accu¬ 
rate.  For  this  purpofe  I  made  ufe  of 
the  compafs  to  mark  the  changes  of 
direction  in  its  eourfe,  meafuring  from 
time  to  time  its  velocity,  or  that  of  the 
veffel  :  fome times  I  added  to  thefe 
two  methods  an  eftimate  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  diftances,  in  which  I  had 
every  conveniency,  and  met  with  all 
the  fuccefs  I  could  wilh.  If  we  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  fhoals  here  and  there  in 
the  bed  of  the  Niger,  which  may  be 
eafily  avoided  when  the  winds  are  not 
quite  contrary,  one  is  lure  of  finding 
It  navigable  throughout.  Though  it 
was  then  at  its  greateft  ebb,  yet  it 
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was  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  and 
more  deep.  The  fea-water,  which  flows 
every  common  year  as  high  up  as  the 
marigot  of  the  Mulketoes,  that  is,  a- 
bout  fifteen  leagues  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  had  reached  this  year  as  far 
as  the  defert,  that  is,  upwards  of  thirty 
leagues.  This  is  about  the  diflance 
where  the  fait  water  flops :  but  the 
tide  is  perceived  a  great  deal  higher 
up;  it  reaches  as  far  as  Podor,  where 
it  is  vifible  by  the  rifing  of  the  frefli 
water,  which  is  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
viciffitudes  of  tide,  but  at  lefs  equal 
periods.  The  higheft  flood  which  I 
meafured  on  the  banks  of  the  fea, 
near  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  is  but  two 
feet  and  a  half  in  the  great  equinoc¬ 
tial  tides.  It  feeins  therefore  that  the 
Niger  from  Podor  to  the  fea,  that  is, 
in  a  courfe  of  fixty  leagues,  has  not  an 
inclination  of  above  two  feet  and  a  half ; 
fo  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  intire  tradt  of  land,  excepting  the 

fand- 
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fand-hills  fcattered  here  and  there,  forms  1 749* 

Tinniriri"! — i--»rii — -—-"-i  imurrtirr  >■  -ii  ~n  -  ■ — -  -  --  . . .  — n,nmiWiini» — ilim>»iiimi»  »n  n<«»  **» 

a  plain  exceffively  low  and  flat,  and _ 111. 

of  fuch  a  level,  that  if  the  fea  was  to 
rife  every  where  alike  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet,  the  whole  country  would  be 
overflowed. 


The  fort  of  Podor  is  built  on  the  Fort  of 
fouth  bank  of  the  river  Niger,  on  aPodou 


(TO 


fpot  heretofore  covered  with  wood ;  but 
the  great  quantity  which  the  French 
have  cut  down  for  upwards  of  ten  years, 
that  they  have  been  fettled  there,  has 
removed  the  foreft  farther  back  to  the 
diftance  of  a  fmall  half  league.  Here 
are  moft  beautiful  tamarilks,  red  gum- 
trees,  and  feveral  other  forts  of  thorny 
acacia  s,  the  wood  of  which  is  extremely  Wood  of 
hard,  and  in  the  colour  and  beauty  of  its  ^  c°un 
veins,  not  unlike  thofe  which  we  ufe  in 
inlaid  work.  The  button-tree,  of  a  very 
different  fpecies  from  that  of  America, 
grows  here  very  common.  The  eafe 
with  which  this  tree  receives  the  tool, 

G  2  and 


84  A  V  O  Y  A  G  E 

1749.  and  its  fine  yellow  render  it  pre- 
jUjy'  ferable  to  all  other  forts  of  wood  in 
Fertility  of  joiner’s  work.  It  is  known  among 
the  Negroes  by  the  name  of  khofs. 
The  rich  foil  of  this  country  is  a 
great  encouragement  to  gardening.  And 
indeed  the  French  have  planted  feve- 
ral  which  thrive  amazingly,  fuch  as 
orange,  citron,  lemon,  fig,  and  pome¬ 
granate-trees,  befides  guavas,  anana’s, 

papaws,  and  four-fops  *,  and  a  fpe- 
cies  of  cafhew-nut,  which  paffeth  for 
one  of  the  belt  fruits-trees  that  grow 
in  hot  countries.  The  different  le¬ 
gumes  of  Europe  thrive  here  in  great 
perfection.  They  have  plenty  of  po- 
toes  which  multiply  greatly  in  wet 

marfhy  lands,  where  they  have  been 

• , 

*  Anona  maxima,  foliis  latis  fplendentibus, 
frudtu  maximo,  viridi  conoide,  tuberculis  feu  fpi- 
nulis  innocentibus  afpero.  Sloan*  Jam.  vol.  2. 
tab.  225.  fig.  1. 
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once  planted.  This  root  ferves  them 
inftead  of  cheftnuts,  which  it  great¬ 
ly  excels  in  goodnefs  and  delicacy  of 
tafte.  The  acidity  of  the  other  fruits 
furnifhes  them  with  a  juice,  more  Lilt¬ 
ed  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  warm  cli¬ 
mate. 


85] 
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July.- 


During  the  few  days  that  1  ftaid  at  Remark  on 
Podor,  the  thermometer  gave  me  one 
degree  of  heat  more,  than  I  had .  felt 
on  the  ifland.  of  Senegal  before  my  de¬ 
parture  :  it  marked  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
one  degrees.  The  fifth  of  July,  it  was 
ftill  at  thirty  degrees  at  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening  after  fun-fet,  in  the  cold- 
eft  expofition  of  the  open  air  to  the 
north,  declining  to  the  eaft. 

The  fame  day  two  oftriches,  which  Surprizing 

J  ftrength  or 

had  been  bred  near  two  years  in  the  the  oftrich. 
factory,  afforded  me  a  fight  of  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  nature,  as  to  deferve  a 
place  in  this  narrative.  Thefe  gigantic 

G  3  birds 
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1749.  birds  I  had  feen  only  by  the  way,  as  I 
travelled  over  the  burning  fands  on  the 
left  of  the  Niger,  but  now  I  had  a  full 
view  of  them  at  my  eafe.  Though 
they  were  but  young,  ftill  they  were 
very  near  of  an  equal  fize  with  the 
largeft.  They  were  fo  tame,  that 
two  little  blacks,  mounted  both  toge¬ 
ther  on  the  back  of  the  largeft  :  no 
fooner  did  he  feel  their  weight,  than 
he  began  to  run  as  faft  as  ever  he 
could,  till  he  carried  them  feveral  times 
round  the  village;  and  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  ftop  him,  otherwife  than  by 
obftrudting  the  Paffage.  This  fight 
pleafed  me  fo  well,  that  I  would  have 
it  repeated :  and  to  try  their  Strength 
I  made  a  full  -  grown  Negroe  mount 
the  lmalleft,  and  two  others  the  lar¬ 
geft.  This  burden  did  not  feem  to  me 
at  all  difproportioned  to  their  ftrength. 
At  firft  they  went  a  pretty  high  trot ; 
when  they  were  heated  a  little, 
they  expanded  their  wings  as  if  it 

were 
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were  to  catch  the  wind,  and  they  mo-  i 
ved  with  fuch  fleetnefs,  that  they  feem-  ^ 
ed  to  be  off  the  ground.  Every  body 
muft  fome  time  or  other  have  feen 
a  partridge  run,  confequently  muft 
know  there  is  no  man  whatever  able 
to  keep  up  with  it ;  and  it  is  eafy  to 
imagine,  that  if  this  bird  had  a  longer 
ftep,  its  lpeed  would  be  confiderably 
augmented.  The  oftrich  moves  like 
the  partridge,  with  both  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  $  and  I  am  fatisfied  that  thofe  I 
am  fpeaking  of,  would  have  diftanced 
the  fleeteft  race-horfes  that  were  ever 
bred  in  England.  It  it  true  they  would 
not  hold  out  fo  long  as  a  horfe ;  but 
without  all  doubt  they  would  be  able 
to  perform  the  race  in  lefs  time.  I 
have  frequently  beheld  this  fight,  which 
is  capable  of  giving  one  an  idea  of 
the  prodigious  ftrength  of  an  oftrich ; 
and  of  fhewing  what  ufe  it  might  be 
of,  had  we  but  the  method  of  break¬ 
ing  and  managing  it  as  we  do  a  horfe. 

G  4  I 
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bordering 

°n  the  Ni¬ 
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I  was  not  fo  long  in  falling  down 
the  river  to  the  illand  of  Senegal,  as 
I  had  been  in  going  up  to  Podor. 
The  north-eaft  winds,  and  the  current 
of  the  ftreams,  which  had  been  con- 
fiderably  fwelled  by  the  late  rains,  pro¬ 
ved  fo  favourable  to  us,  that  we  feized 
the  opportunity  to  make  the  beft  of 
our  way  back,  without  flopping  or  go¬ 
ing  afhore.  Yet  I  did  not  repent 
this  firft  voyage  ;  for  I  learnt  there- 
by  the  many  advantages  I  might  de¬ 
rive  from  a  fecond,  and  even  from 
a  third.  In  taking  a  plan  of  the  river 
Niger,  I  had  reckoned  nine  or  ten  .vil¬ 
lages  on  the  north  bank,  and  forty-fe- 
ven  on  the  fouth.  A  river  from  two 
to  three  hundred  fathoms  broad,  the 
banks  planted  with  trees  of  various 
kinds,  and  the  leaves  in  perpetual 
verdure  ;  the  numerous  droves  of  ele¬ 
phants  walking  on  its  borders ;  the 
fea  horfes,  the  crocodiles,  with  an 

in- 
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infinite  multitude  of  other  very  extraor-  1749. 
dinary  animals,  and  a  far  greater  num-  July“ 
ber  of  birds  remarkable  for  the  bright- 
nefs  and  variety  of  their  colours ;  all 
this  together  feemed  to  open  an  am¬ 
ple  field  for  new  and  important  obfer- 
vations. 

At  my  return  to  the  ifland  of  Sene-  I$* 

J  He  returns 

gal  the  15th  of  July,  I  perceived  the^11^ 
effedt  of  the  rains,  which  had  fallen  in  Senegal, 
vaft  abundance  for  fome  days.  The 

i 

fwell  of  the  river  was  fo  fudden,  that 
the  19th  there  was  a  return  of  freflh 
water  at  its  mouth  ;  where,  two  days 
before,  the  water  was  perfedtly  fait. 

This  term  ferves  to  divide  the  year  into 
two  feafons,  which  differ  very  little  Two  fea_ 
from  one  another.  The  firft  is,  when  Se“ 
it  does  not  rain  at  all,  and  when  the 
waters  of  the  Niger  are  Ipoiled  by  thofe 
of  the  fea :  ,this  begins  in  December, 
and  ends  in  June  or  July.  The  fecond 
is,  when  it  is  fubjedt  to  rains,  and  the 
\  river 
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1749.  river  water  is  frefh.  The  rains  feldom 
IJuly‘  laft  more  than  three  months ;  they  be¬ 
gin  at  the  end  of  June,  and  end  in  the 
month  of  September. 

* 

If  the  word  Summer  belongs  to  the 
hotteft,  and  that  of  Winter,  to  the 
the  coldeft  weather ;  I  cannot  fee  the 
reafon  why  all  our  ancient  voyagers  give 
the  name  of  fummer,  to  the  dry  feafon 
under  the  torrid  feafon,  and  that  of 
winter  to  the  rainy  feafon  :  for  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  and  I  know  it  by  obfervations  per¬ 
formed  with  the  thermometer,  during 
the  fpace  of  five  years,  that  the  greateft 
heats  are  generally  in  the  rainy  feafon, 
to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of 
winter.  The  French  at  Senegal,  who 
perceived  the  error  into  which  voyagers 
were  fallen,  attempted  modeftly  to  cor¬ 
rect  it,  by  changing  the  word  J'ummer 
into  that  of  low  feafon,  that  is,  when  the 
waters  of  the  Niger  are  low;  and  they 
have  given  the  name  of  high  feafon,  to 

the 
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the  winter  of  the  ancients,  becaufe  *7 49* 
the  waters  of  the  Niger  are  then  very  r-.  July^- 
high.  Without  examining  into  this 
error,  which  has  been  blindly  embra¬ 
ced  by  moft  of  the  writers  on  natu¬ 
ral  hiftory  in  our  time,  and  being 
diffufed  through  their  principal  works, 
has  long  had  a  conliderable  effedt  on 
the  ftudy  of  natural  philofophy,  and 
particularly  on  meteorological  know¬ 
ledge,  a  branch  at  this  time  fo  great¬ 
ly  embroiled  :  I  fhall  be  fatisfied  here 
with  obferving,  that  this  miftake  re¬ 
quires  a  fevere  animadverfion.  I  fhall 
therefore,  with  the  French  inhabiting 
Senegal,  give  the  name  of  low  fea - 
fon  to  that  of  drought,  and  high  feafon 
to  that  of  the  rains :  or  ftill,  in  or¬ 
der  to  conform  to  the  terms  received 
in  Europe,  and  to  be  underftood  by 
all  the  world,  I  fhall  diftinguifh  the 
former  by  the  name  of  Summer,  and 
the  latter  by  that  of  winter ;  fo  that 

thefe  two  feafons  will  be  at  Senegal, 

pretty 
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1749.  pretty  much  about  the  fame  time  as  in 
^uly>  France.  Thefe  two  are  therefore  the 
only  feafons  they  are  fubjedt  to;  they 
know  neither  fpring  nor  autumn.  When 
I  make  ufe  of  the  word  Winter,  the 
reader  is  not  to  imagine  that  they  have 
any  hail,  fnow  or  ice :  thefe  are  things 
they  are  ftrangers  to  at  Senegal  ;  nor  is  it 
pofiible,  whatever  comparifon  you  make 
to  give  the  natives  of  the  country  the 
lead:  idea  of  them.  The  winter  in 
The  win-  Senegal  is  only  a  feafon  not  fo  warm  as 
nega?  the  reft  of  the  year,  though  it  is  always 
fummer  Tn  warmer  than  our  fummers  in  France,  in 

f  ranee.  we  rare]y  fee  any  friOW  01*  hail. 


To  return  to  the  waters  of  the  Ni¬ 
ger,  which  gave  occafion  to  this  fhort 
digreffion  :  they  are  fait  one  half  of  the 
year  towards  the  ifland  of  Senegal.  As 
the  country  is  very  low,  and  has  neither 
rocks,  or  ftones,  but  only  quick  fands, 

Weils  in  for  this  very  reafon  it  has  no  fprings : 

the  ifland  <  <  /*  11*1  11 

of  Senegal,  they  are  therefore  obliged  to  dig  wells, 

which 
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which  indeed  do  not  give  them  much  17490 
trouble,  for  they  find  water  within  three  .  Jul)  J 
or  four,  and  oftentimes  within  two  feet 
depth;  but  then  it  is  brackifh,  that  is, 
it  has  a  faltifh  tafte,  communicated  to 
the  fands  by  the  proximity  of  the  fea. 

The  8  th  of  Auguft  the  fun  pafied  Auguftthe 
perpendicularly  over  our  heads ;  and  our  Paffage  of 

r  the  fun  in 

our  feet,  the  Zenith. 
This  w~as  the  fecond  time  I  beheld  this 
phenomenon  fince  my  arrival  at  Sene¬ 
gal:  the  firft  time  I  faw  it  was  on 
the  fourth  of  May ;  and  it  was  to  re¬ 
turn  every  year  much  about  the  fame 
time.  The  heat  it  occafioned  at  its 
return  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to¬ 
wards  the  Equator,  was  much  greater 
than  that  which  we  felt  at  its  firft  paf¬ 
fage  :  for  the  thermometer  marked  the 
nights  of  the  month  of  May  at  22  de¬ 
grees,  and  the  days  from  26  to  28  ; 
whereas  the  nights  of  Auguft  were  at 
26  degrees,  and  the  days  at  32. 


fhadows  were  exactly  under 
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The  ninth  of  Auguft,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days,  I  walked  about  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ifland  of  Sene¬ 
gal,  and  returned  to  the  illand  of  Sor, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made  al¬ 
ready.  Our  European  boats  appear¬ 
ing  to  me  too  heavy  and  cumberfome, 
to  make  ufe  of  them  every  day  in  paf- 
fing  that  river ;  I  therefore  thought 
proper  to  exchange  them  for  a  kind 
of  Negroe  canoo,  which  the  French 
call  pirogue .  Thefe  little  boats  are  made 
all  of  one  piece  of  wood,  that  is,  of 

the  trunk  of  a  tree  cut  into  a  hoi- 

* . 

low  veffel,  and  very  light.  They  are 
from  ten  to  thirty  feet  long,  from 
one  to  two  feet  in  breadth  and  depth, 
and  both  ends  terminate  in  a  point. 
Mine  was  one  of  the  largeft.  As  foon 
as  I  got  into  it,  my  two  Negroes 
placed  themfelves  at  both  extremities, 
one  at  the  prow  and  the  other  at  the 
ftem.  For  my  part  I  put  myfelf  in 
the  middle,  where  I  had  no  other  feat 

but 
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but  a  piece  of  wood  laid  a-crofs,  which  1749. 
was  faflened  at  both  ends  into  the  Augulh 
fides  of  the  pirogue .  My  Negroes  had 
each  a  paddle  in  their  hands  :  thefe  are 
fmall  flat  boards,  laid  a-crofs  one  another, 
and  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  flick,  which 
they  make  ufe  of  for  rowing.  The  Ne- 
groe  at  the  prow  was  ftanding,  and  beat 
the  water  behind  him  with  his  pad¬ 
dle  :  the  other  was  feated,  and  fleered 
with  his.  As  foon  as  we  reached  the 
oppofite  fhore,  they  drew  the  pirogue 
a-ground :  this  is  the  only  way  the 
people  of  the  country  have  to  fecure 
thefe  little  veflels  againft  the  waves, 
which  would  foon  fill  them  with  wa¬ 
ter;  whereas  they  cannot  fo  much  as 
wet  them,  when  they  are  far  enough 
from  the  £hore„ 

I  was  not  long  in  croffing  over,  and 
immediately  I  directed  my  fteps  to  the 
village  of  Son  There  I  met  with  a 
very  good  reception,  according  to  cuf- 

tom; 
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1749.  tom ;  and  I  defired  they  would  {hew 
— gulL  me  the  propereft  places  for  courfing. 
That  very  day  I  had  difmifled  my 
interpreter';  becaufe  I  had  acquired  a 
fufficient  fmattering  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  to  be  able  to  underftand 
all  that  the  Negroes  faid  to  me, 
and  to  explain  my  mind  to  them. 
They  carried  me  to  a  particular  {pot, 
where  I  faw  a  herd  of  antilopes ;  but 
I  laid  a-fide  all  thoughts  of  {port,  as 
foon  as  I  perceived  a  tree  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  thicknefs,  which  drew  my  whole 
attention.  This  was  a  calabafh-tree 

Trees  of  a 

prodigious  which  the  Jaloffes  call  gout  in  their 

thicknefs. 

language.  There  was  nothing  extra¬ 
ordinary  in  its  heigth  ;  for  it  was  only 
about  fixty  feet  :  but  its  trunk  was  of 

a  prodigious  thicknefs.  I  extended  my 

\  *  .  . 

*  Bahobab.  P.  Alp.  volt  ii.  p.  37. 
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arms,  as  wide  as  poffibly  I  could,  thir-  1749. 

•  i  r  t  1  1  •  Auguft. 

teen  times,  before  I  embraced  its  cir-  . _ : _ _ 

cumference ;  and  for  greater  exaftnefs, 

I  meafured  it  afterwards  round  with 
packthread,  and  found  it  to  be  fixty- 
five  feet :  confequently  the  diameter 
was  near  twenty-two.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  like  was  ever  feen  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world  ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  our  ancient  voyagers  had 
been  acquainted  with  this  tree,  they 
would  have  added  fome  furprifing  cir- 

cumftances  to  its  defcription.  It  is  very 
extraordinary,  that  this  tree  fhould  have 

been  entirely  forgot  by  thofe  who  have 
given  us  the  hiftory  of  Senegal;  efpe- 
dally,  as  there  is  hardly  any  other 
fo  common  in  the  country.  Out  of 
the  trunk  I  have  been  defcribing,  of 
twenty-two  feet  in  diameter,  and  from 
eight  to  twelve  feet  high,  there  if- 
fued  forth  feveral  branches,  fome  of 
which  extended  themfelves  horizon- 

H  tally, 
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1749.  tally,  fo  that  the  ends  of  them  reached 
Augailt'  the  ground  :  thefe  being  the  largeft, 
were  from  forty-five  to  fifty-five  feet 
*n  length.  Each  of  thofe  branches 
would  have  made  one  of  the  largeft 
trees  in  Europe ;  in  fhort,  the  whole 
of  this  calabafh-tree  feemed  to  form 
a  foreft  of  itfelf.  This  was  not  all  : 
the  Negroe,  my  guide,  led  me  to  a 
fecond,  which  was  fixty-three  feet  in 

circumference,  that  is,  one  and  twenty 
in  diameter :  and  one  of  its  roots, 
which  had  been  for  the  moft  part 
laid  bare  by  a  neighbouring  river, 

was  a  hundred  and  ten  feet  in 
length,  without  reckoning  the  part 

that  lay  hid  under  the  water,  and 
which  I  could  not  uncover.  The  fame 
Negroe  fliewed  me  a  third,  not  very 
far  from  thence  ;  and  moreover  ad¬ 
ded,  that  without  going  out  of  the 
ifland,  I  might  fee  a  great  many  more, 

not  at  all  inferior  to  thofe  in  magni¬ 
tude. 
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tude.  My  furprize  was  then  at  an  1749- 

end ;  and,  fatisfied  with  feeing  three, 

I  got  ready  for  the  chace. 

I  was  prevented  from  going  farther  ^ 
by  an  eafterly  wind,  which  rofe  all  of  a  Pri^e?  in 

a  violent 

fudden  with  fuch  fury,  that  it  feemed  form, 
as  if  it  would  tear  up  the  trees  by  the 
root.  Thefe  guffs  of  wind  are  generally 
fore-runners  of  rain ;  and  this  brought 
a  thick  cloud  along  with  it,  which 
burft  immediately.  The  village  was 
at  fome  diftance,  fo  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  reaching  it  time  enough. 

My  Negroes  feeing  there  was  no  place 
of  ftielter  for  them,  threw  off  their 
paans ,  and  plunged  into  a  little  ri¬ 
ver  which  paffed  clofe  by  the  fpot. 

This  is  their  cuftom,  whenever  they 
are  caught  in  a  ftorm,  to  jump  into 
the  water,  rather  then  run  the  rifk 
of  being  wet  by  the  rain,  dreading  its 

bad  effedts.  For  my  part,  having 

H  2  neither 
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1749.  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  follow 
AliguR‘  them,  I  retired  under  one  of  the 
largeft  calabafh- trees  then  in  fight,  rec¬ 
koning  I  fhould  be  as  fafe  there  as 
under  the  roof  of  a  houfe.  The  rain 
poured  down  with  fuch  violence,  that 
it  feemed  as  if  heaven  and  earth  were 
coming  together  ;  every  drop  that  fell, 
expanded  itfelf  a  whole  hand’s  breadth 
on  the  ground.  I  felt  nothing  of  the 
firft  efforts  of  this  ftorm :  but  a  few 
minutes  after,  when  the  tree  came 
to  be  well  foaked,  I  wTas  overwhelmed 

j 

by  the  water  that  gufhed  out  of  its 
branches ;  and  their  different  fituations 
formed  fo  many  beds,  from  whence 
rufhed  forth  whole  torrents,  which 
uniting  on  the  vaft  furface  of  the 
trunk ,  difcharged  themfelves  from 
thence  like  a  river.  The  reader  may 
eafily  imagine,  I  could  have  no  fine 
time  of  it,  to  ftay  under  this  tree; 
I  therefore  got  away  from  thence  as 

quick 
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quick  as  poffible,  and  flood  in  the  1749, 
open  field,  where  I  did  not  fare  much 
better  :  for  I  was  expofed  to  the  whole 
violence  of  the  florm,  which  lafled  a 
full  hour;  and  at  my  return  to  the 
ifland  of  Senegal,  I  was  informed,  that 
there  fell  two  inches  three  lines  of 
water. 

The  river  Niger  being  arrived  at  its 
higheft  increafe,  overflowed  all  the  coun¬ 
try  round  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  fo  as 
to  render  it  impafiable.  Being  there* 
fore  obliged  to  relinquifh  my  walks,  I 
faw  but  one  way  to  employ  the  long 
interval  of  time  that  the  inundation 
was  to  lafl ;  and  this  was,  to  go  over 
to  a  country  not  fubjedl  to  be  over¬ 
flown.  A  veflel  was  ready  to  fail  for 
Goree,  a  fmall  ifland,  diflant  about 
thirty-five  fea  leagues,  fouth-fouth-eaft 
from  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  and  very 

near  Cape  Verd,  I  thought  I  could 

H  3  do 
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1749.  do  nothing  better  than  to  embrace  fo 

_Augult‘  favourable  an  opportunity ;  and  there- 
Z7’  fore  I  embarked.  We  put  to  fea  the 

He  em-  1 

barks  for  27th  of  Auguft,  with  the  wind  to  the 

the  illand  '  ® 

of  Goree.  weft  ward,  and  not  all  favourable  ;  but  a 
fudden  ftorm  *  burfting  upon  us  one 
night,  with  a  terrible  eaft  v/ind,  drove 
us  with  fuch  violence,  that  only  put¬ 
ting  right  before  the  wind,  without  any 
fail  at  all,  we  made  more  way  than 
we  had  done  for  feven  days  before. 
During  this  temped  we  faw  a  light, 

ignis  fa-  which  the  mariners  call  the  fire  of 
St.  Elme  :  it  winded  near  a  minute 
about  the  top  of  the  maft,  and  the 
extremity  of  the  weather-flag,  and  then 
it  difperfed.  The  bailors  looked  upon 
it  as  a  lucky  omen,  which  encouraged 
them  to  hope  that  the  temped  was 

*  We  give  this  name  to  all  tempeftuous  gufts 
of  wind,  accompanied  with  rain,  thunder,  and 
lightning;  and  we  make  ufe  of  the  word  dry  Jiorm^ 
to  diftinguifh  thofe  gufts  that  are  without  rain. 


near 
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io3 


near  at  an  end,  and  they  were  not  de-  I7 49’ 

S  c  jp  t'XX'ibw'"'1 

ceived  in  their  expeftations.  The  wind 
fubfided  foon  after,  and  the  fea  was 
xeftored  to  its  former  tranquillity. 


The  fourth  of  September,  by  break 
of  day,  we  found  ourfelves  off  Cape 
Verd :  this  to  me  was  a  new  light, 
who  during  four  months  that  I  had 
been  at  Senegal,  had  feen  no  fuch 
thing  as  hills,  and  efpecially  of  Hone. 

Soon  after  this,  we  eljaied  the  Mag¬ 
dalen  iflands,  and  that  morning  we  caff 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Goree.  This 
Illand  confifts  of  a  low  narrow  piece  of 
land,  and  a  fmall  but  very  fteep  moun¬ 
tain,  the  whole  the  lixth  part  of  a 
league  in  length.  Notwithstanding  its 
confined  extent,  the  fltuation  renders  it  a 
very  agreeable  place  :  towards  the  fouth 
you  enjoy  a  profpedt,  terminated  only  by 
the  fea ;  northward,  you  difcover  at  a  dif- 

H  4  tance 
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1749.  tance  Cape  Verd,  and  all  the  other 

September.  j  •  1  1  • 

_ _ capes  and  neighbouring  promontories. 

Though  it  is  in  the  torrid  zone,  yet 
they  breathe  a  cool  and  temperate  air 
almoft  the  whole  year  round :  which 
is  owing  to  the  equality  of  days  and 
nights,  and  its  being  continually  re- 
frefhed  by  alternate  breezes  from  the 
land  and  fea.  M.  de  S.  Jean,  the  di- 
redlor  of  this  ifland,  has  embellifhed 
it  with  feveral  fine  buildings  :  he  has 
likewife  fortified  it,  and  is  adding  every 
day  to  the  works ;  fo  that  it  is  now 
become  impregnable  *.  By  his  di¬ 
ligence,  feveral  frefh  fprings  have  been 
difcovered  ;  the  gardens  have  been 
planted  with  excellent  fruit-trees ;  le¬ 
gumes  have  been  made  to  grow  in 
great  plenty ;  in  fhort,  by  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  advantages,  of  a  fmall  barren 
ifland,  he  has  made  it  a  fafe  and  de¬ 
lightful  refidence.  I  had  been  recom- 

*  Commodore  Kepple  has  lately  demonftrated 
our  author’s  miflake. 

mended 
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mended  to  him  by  M.  de  la  Brue,  his  1749. 
brother,  diredtor-general  of  the  Settle-  ScpLembeia 
ment,  and  I  could  not  but  in  confe- 
qu ence  meet  with  every  kind  of  encou¬ 
ragement. 

The  rocks  with  which  the  ifland  of 
Goree  is  furrounded,  produce  an  infi¬ 
nite  number  of  fhell  and  other  fifh, 
which  amufed  me  for  fome  days : 
after  which  I  embarked  the  13  th  of 
the  fame  month,  on  board  a  fmall 
veffel,  bound  to  Portudal,  in  order  tov°yaset® 

Portudah 

trade  for  oxen  and  millet.  This  Port* 
which  the  negroes  call  Sah\  is  only 
nine  leagues  fouth  of  the  ifle  of  Goree* 

The  bar  obliged  us  to  anchor  within 
half  a  league  of  the  fhore,  that  we 
might  not  be  dafhed  to  pieces.  A  pi¬ 
rogue  landed  me  without  any  accident. 

I  found  the  foil  fandy,  but  of  amazing 
fertility,  and  all  covered  with  wood. Wood  of 

J  .  this  coun- 

The  grewia  a  ipecies  of  polygala,  try. 


%  Unknown  to  Europe. 


the 
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1749.  Ae  rebreup  * ,  and  the  dembout- 
September.  fQyifi  +>  formed  a  kind  of  copie,  over 

which  the  monbins  j,  or  hog -plum- 
trees,  known  by  the  name  of  fob  in 
the  language  of  that  country,  raife  their 
heads,  loaded  with  fruit.  By  its  leaves, 
this  has  fomething  of  the  appearance 
of  an  afh-tree ;  but  it  is  foon  known 
by  its  fruit,  which  in  fize,  fhape  and 
colour,  refemble  the  plumbs  of  St.  Ca¬ 
tharine  :  they  were  ripe  at  that  time 
and  I  eat  fome  of  them,  which  had 
a  fharp,  aromatic  and  very  agreeable 
tafte.  I  faw  alfo  in  thofc  parts,  feveral 
fpinous  filk  cotton-trees  ||,  known  to 
the  inhabitants  by  the  name  of  benten , 
and  many  other  large  trees.  The  Ne¬ 
groes  had  cut  down  a  good  deal  of 

*  4  Trees  unknown  to  Europe. 

J  Monbin  arbor  foliis  fraxini,  fru&u  luteo  race, 
mofo.  Plum.  gen.  p.  44. 

U  Ceyba  viticis  folio,  caudice  aculeato.  Plumt 
gen.  p.  \2. 


this 
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this  wood  to  fow  fields  of  fmall  mil-  1749- 

let;  and  it  was  then  almoft  at  its  full  SePtember- 

* 

maturity. 

All  this  fine  country  abounded  with  beauty  of 

J  '  the  birds. 

birds  of  the  greatefl:  beauty.  The  jay 
which  I  mentioned  already  was  there 
in  flocks :  the  brightnefs  of  its  azure 
feathers,  joined  to  the  lively  yellownels 
of  the  birds  called  cardinal  fparrows, 
with  which  all  the  fields  were  cover* 
ed,  had  an  admirable  effedl.  Here 
was  the  only  kind  of  fnail  *j~  that 
ever  I  obferved  in  the  whole  coun* 
try.  I  found  it  very  frequently  in 
an  open  meadow,  full  of  ru  flies  and 
fea  ambrofia :  I  faw  even  many  of 
them  alive,  at  the  foot  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  trees,  where  they  were  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  fhade.  It  is  a  thing  worthy 

*  Page  24. 

f  See  the  natural  hi  {lory  of  univalve  Jhellsy  kind 
5th  j  the  fnail,  plate  1,  fig.  1.  KambeuL 


of 
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1749.  of  obfervation,  and  which  doubtlefs 

September* 

- will  appear  furpriling,  that  in  fuch  a 

vaft  extent  of  wooded  country,  there 
fhould  be  but  one  fort  of  fnail,  while 

we  meet  with  fo  great  a  variety  in  tem¬ 
perate  climates. 


The  French  have  never  a  factory  at 
Portudal ;  but  when  they  go  to  trade 
there,  they  land  at  the  Alkers ,  or  the 
governor  of  the  village,  who  owns  a 
great  number  of  cottages.  He  appointed 
one  for  me,  where  I  took  up  my  quar¬ 
ters.  One  night  when  I  was  fail  afleep, 
I  was  wakened  by  a  horrid  fhrieking, 
which  threw  the  whole  village  into  an 

Death  &f  a  uproar.  Immediately  I  inquired  what 

Negroe  u  t 

woman,  was  the  matter ;  and  was  told,  that 
they  were  bewailing  the  death  of  a 
young  woman,  who  had  been  bit  a- 
bout  four  leagues  off  by  a  ferpent,  and 
died  of  the  poifon  in  lefs  than  two 

hours  5 
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hours;  and  that  her  body  had  been  1749* 

.  1  1  nni  September, 

juft  now  removed  to  her  cottage.  1  he  ..  — — - 
iirft  fhriek  was  made,  according  to 
cuftom,  by  one  of  the  female  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  deceafed,  before  her  door, 
which  was  very  near  to  mine.  At 
this  fignal,  all  the  women  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  came  outr  and  fetting  up  a  moft 

terrible  howl,  they  flocked  about  the 
place  from  whence  the  firft  noifie  had 
ifilied.  One  would  have  imagined,  that 
they  were  all  related  to  the  decea- 
fed,  fo  greatly  did  they  feem  to  grieve 
and  mourn  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  this 
would  have  been  a  ftrong  proof  of 
their  concern,  if  thofe  lamentations  had 
come  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts : 

but  they  were  no  more  than  outward 
fhow,  and  merely  the  efFedt  of  national 
cuftom.  This  fhocking  noife  lafted  fome 
hours,  that  is,  till  break  of  day :  then 

the  relations  of  the  deceafed  coming 

into 
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1749.  into  the  cottage,  took  hold  of  her  hand, 

September  an(j  afked  her  feveral  queftions,  which. 

were  followed  by  offers  of  fervice :  but 
finding  that  fhe  made  them  no  an- 
fwer,  they  withdrew,  faying  :  Alas ! 
ilie  is  dead.  Her  friends  did  the  fame; 

Ceremo-  afterwards  they  conveyed  her  body 

nies  at  J  J  J 

their  fune-  into  the  ground  ;  and  on  each  fide 

rals.  0 

they  put  an  earthen  pot,  one  full  of 
water,  and  the  other  of  coufcous  :  this 
without  doubt  was  intended  for  her 
nourifhment,  in  cafe  fhe  fhould  once 
more  take  it  into  her  head  to  eat  or 
to  drink.  When  the  burial  was  over, 
the  cries,  and  lamentations  ceafed.  Thus 
ended  the  lugubrious  ceremony :  their 
thoughts  were  now  turned  towards 
making  an  entertainment  in  honour  of 
the  deceafed ;  and  that  fame  evening 

Dance  up-  they  had  a  fofaar ,  or  a  dance,  which 

on  this  oc-  J  °  0 

cafion.  they  continued  for  three  nights  fuccef- 
fively  :  it  was  conducted  in  this  man¬ 
ner  : 


All 


Ill 
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1749. 

M<«  ■«  ^cptcmocxv 

the  young  people  or  the  village  - _ _ 

gathered  together  in  a  large  area,  in 
the  middle  of  which  they  had  lighted 
a  great  fire.  The  Ipeftators  formed  a 

long  fquare,  at  both  ends  of  which 
the  dancers  were  ranged  in  two  op  po¬ 
lite  lines,  the  men  on  one  fide,  the 
women  on  the  other.  There  were 
two  labours  to  regulate  the  dance  ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  had  beat  a  march, 
the  performers  began  a  fong,  the  bur¬ 
den  of  which  was  repeated  by  all  the 
fpedators.  At  the  fame  time  a  dan¬ 
cer  ftepping  forth  from  each  line,  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  oppofite  perfon  that 
pleafed  him  moft,  to  the  diftance  of 
two  or  three  feet ,  and  prefently 
drew  back  in  cadence,  till  the  found 
of  the  tabour  ferved  as  a  fignal  for 
them  to  come  clofe,  and  to  ftrike 
their  thighs  againft  each  other,  that 

is. 
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1749.  is,  man  to  woman,  and  woman  to 

September.. man  .  Jone,  they  drew  back  once 

more,  and  foon  after  renewed  the  fame 
monkey  tricks,  diverfifying  their  move¬ 
ments  as  often  as  the  tabour  directed, 
them,  till  at  length  they  returned  to 
their  place.  The  other  performers  did 
the  fame,  each  in  their  turn,  but  without 
a  repetition;  then  the  two  lines  drew 
near  to  one  another,  and  adted  their 
part  in  the  fame  manner.  That  thefe 
geftures  are  very  immodeft,  is  obvious; 
but  the  other  movements,  which  are 
hardly  perceived,  unlefs  one  is  ufed  to 
them,  muft  be  much  more  fo.  The  Ne¬ 
groes  do  not  dance  a  ftep,  but  every 
member  of  their  body,  every  joint, 
and  even  the  head  itfelf,  expreffeth  a 
different  motion,  always  keeping  time, 
let  it  be  never  fo  quick.  And  it  is 
in  the  exadt  proportioning  of  this  in¬ 
finite  number  of  motions,  that  the  Ne¬ 
groes  dexterity  in  dancing  chiefly  con- 

fills : 
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fifts :  none  but  thofe  that  are  as  1749. 
fupple  as  they,  can  poffibly  imitate Septcmbgr! 
their  agility.  Notwithftanding  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  this  exercife,  it  lafted  a 
good  part  of  the  night,  during  which 
they  drank  off  feveral  pots  of  a  very 
ftrong  fort  of  beer  made  of  millet. 

They  began  the  fame  fcene  the 
two  nights  following,  and  the  third 
their  entertainments  ceafed.  An  Eu¬ 
ropean,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  would 
have  gone  into  mourning  for  fome 
months ;  while  the  African  feizes  this 
opportunity  to  rejoice :  fuch  are  the 
whimfical  cuftoms  of  different  nations; 
what  produceth  joy  and  pleafure  to 
one,  is  a  fubjeft  of  grief  to  ano¬ 
ther. 

I  had  landed  very  eafily  upon  mywa« 
arrival  at  Portudal,  becaufe  the  fea  bar  of  Por- 
was  gentle  and  calm:  but  at  my^4«“.a 
return  I  was  much  embarrafled 

I  how5 
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•  f  '  *  «  * 

1749.  how  to  reach  our  veflel  ;  as  there  ✓ 
^cptembu .  w^s  then  a  :great  fwell,  and  the 

agitation  of  the  Waves  upon  the  bar, 
rendered  it  very  dangerous  and  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  over.  We  ventured 
neverthelefs  in  a  large  pirogue ,  the 
agent  for  the  company,  a  few  paften- 
gers,  and  myfelf*  who  were  prepared 
to  empty  the  water  as  faft  as  it  came 
in,  with  half  calabafhes.  The  boat 
was  thus  laden,  when  a  wave  drove 
on  fhore,  and  lifted  it  off,  with  the 
aftiftance  of  four  Negroes,  all  good 

fwimmers  ;  they  pufhed  it  forwards 

*  .  .  % 

with  their  whole  might,  and  leaped  in 
as  faft  as  the  part  where  they  were 
to  row  entered  the  water.  We  foon 
found  ourfelves  in  a  very  high  fea, 

4 .  » 

when  the  waves  fwelling  like  a  ridge 
of  hills,  drove  againft  the  pirogue , 

and  wafhed  it  all  over.  We  worked 
hard,  and  with  great  refolution,  to 
empty  it  again ;  and  indeed  we  had 

enough 
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enough  upon  our  hands,  while  the  1 749- 
Negroes  rowed  with  all  their  might, September; 
to  avoid  the  waves,  which  came  rol¬ 
ling  upon  them.  Now  the  pirogue 
raifed  its  prow  upon  the  back  of  a 
billow,  while  its  ftern  funk  deep  into 
the  water :  now  it  was  fupported  as 
it  were  at  both  ends  on  the  edge 
of  two  different  waves :  now  only 
the  middle  of  it  was  fufpended  upon 
a  rolling  furge,  fo  that  the  extre¬ 
mities  feemed  to  be  poized  in  the 
air.  In  this  manner,  apprehending 
every  moment  to  be  overfet  and  ine¬ 
vitably  loft,  we  got  over  the  bar, 
with  great  good  fortune,  and  went  on 
board  the  veffel,  which  carried  us  to 
the  ifle  of  Goree,  where  we  arri¬ 
ved  the  24th  of  September,  about 
night  fall. 

,  ' 

Two  days  after,  M.  de  Saint  Tean  Excurfion 

J  ‘  to  the 

intending  to  favour  me  with  an  ex-  Magdalen 
curfion  to  the  Magdalen  iflands,  di-lliands’ 

I  2  ftant 
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*749-  ftant  a  league  from  Goree,  fitted  out 

.pteinber.  ° 

- a  vend,  on  which  I  embarked  along 

with  him  and  fome  officers  of  his 
department.  Of  thefe  two  iflands  only 
one  is  acceffible ;  the  other  is  a  naked 
fteep  rock,  very  high  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  all  white 
with  the  ordure,  which  plungeons, 
gulls,  and  other  fea-fowls,  leave  be¬ 
hind  them.  The  chief  Magdalen  ifland, 
though  fmall,  might  be  inhabited,  if 
it  had  but  a  harbour  but  it  is  ac¬ 
ceffible  only  by  a  fmall  creek,  full  of 
rocks,  and  generally  tempeftuous.  This 
creek  forms  a  kind  of  long  canal,  which 
terminates  in  a  natural  bafon  of  an 
oval  figure,  hollowed  in  the  rock,  twelve 
feet  deep,  and  twelve  fathoms  long, 
with  tranfparent  water,  where  one  may 
bathe  in  fafety.  The  ifland  is  only  one 
continued  mountain,  almofl:  round,  and 
like  that  of  Goree  :  it  has  alfo  two  fmall 
fprings  which  are  dried  up  in  the  winter. 
The  profpedt  from  thence  is  very  beauti¬ 
ful 
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ful  and  extenfive,  and  the  air  extremely  1749. 
fre/h  :  but  it  would  not  be  worth  while  Septen_^ 
to  ftay  there  for  this  alone.  Its  rocks 
ierve  for  a  receptacle  to  an  infinite 
number  of  ringdoves,  natural  to  that 
country,  and  which  differ  from  thofe 
of  Europe,  only  in  the  fuperior  delicacy 
and  tafte  of  their  fiefh. 


Having  already  obferved  that  the  indolence 

of  the  Nc* 

INegroes  are  negligent  and  idle  to  ex-  groes. 
cefs,  I  fhall  give  here  another  proof 
of  it.  M.  de  Saint  Jean  had  caufed 
jfbme  potatoes  to  be  planted  in  this 

ifland,  in  order  to  engage  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Negroes,  who  come  hither  very 
often,  to  continue  and  improve  the 

culture  of  them,  by  which  means  they 
might  fell  them  afterwards  to  the  com¬ 
pany.  Accordingly  they  came  a  few 
days  before  us,  and  carried  away  all  the 
potatoes,  without  minding  to  plant  the 
off-fets  again,  which  we  found  lying 

I  3  upon 


1 1 8  A  V  O  Y  A  G  E 

l7 49-  upon  the  ground,  dried  up  with  the  heat 
1 _ of*  the  fun.  ,  '  , 

Plants  on  The  moil  remarkable  plants  on  this 
th.s  xUnd.  -^|ancj^  wej-e  the  fame  as  thofe  which 

I  had  obferved  at  Goree.  Below  I  faw 
feveral  new  fpecies  of  fpermacoce  and 
helianthemoides ,  which  the  French  call 
falade  de  mate  lots,  that  is,  failors  fallet, 
becaufe  they  eat  the  leaves  of  it  like 
purilane,  which  it  refembles  in  taile. 
Higher  up,  there  were  corchoruss ,  or 
Jew's  mallows  and  a  great  deal 
of  bindweed  with  cut  leaves.  The 
fummit  of  the  mountain  was  covered 
with  variety  of  fhrubs,  fuch  as  palma 
Chrijtis ,  tapids  *f*,  and  /linking  caffia, 
among  which  there  was  great  plenty  of 
dracunculus  as  alfo  of  ornithogalum 

with 

*  Lorchorus  five  melochia.  J.  B .  2.  982. 

f  Tapia  arborca  triphylla.  Plum.  gen.  pag.  22. 
In  Englifh,  The  garlic  pear-tree. 

$  Arum  polyphyllum  ceylanicum,  caule  fcabro, 

viridi 
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with  green  leaves,  and  a  very  pretty  1749* 
fpecies  of  amaranthus  There  were  _i_ — I 
alfo  lome  calabafh  trees  from  five  to  fix 
feet  diameter :  they  had  all  of  them 
European  names,  with  the  letters  cut 
very  deep  into  the  bark.  We  did  not 
not  chufe  to  deviate  from  the  cuftom, 
therefore  each  man  cut  his  name.  For 
my  part,  I  was  fatisfied  with  repair¬ 
ing  two  of  them,  which  were  old 
enough  to  deferve  the  trouble :  one 
was  dated  the  fifteenth,  and  the  other 
the  fixteenth  century.  The  letters  were 
about  fix  inches  long;  but  in  breadth 
they  occupied  only  a  very  fmall  part 
of  the  circumference  of  the  trunk  i 
from  whence  I  concluded,  they  had 

41 

viridi  diluto,  maculis  albicantibus  notato.  Comm m 
Hort.  Amjl .  ml.  i.  tab.  52. 

*  Amaranthus  verticillatus  minor,  Bengalenfis 
ferpylli  foliis  incanis.  Pint,  phytog .  tab.  10.  fig.  3. 

I  4 
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1749.  not  been  cut  when  thofe  trees  were 

September.  yOUTl^u  However,  thefe  infcriptions  are 

Age  of  the  fufficient,  I  think,  to  determine  pretty 

calabafh  T  J 

^es.  nearly  the  age  which  thefe  calabafh 
trees  may  live  to ;  for,  if  we  fuppofe, 
that  thofe  in  queftion  were  cut  in 
their  early  years,  and  that  they  grew 
fix  feet  in  the  fpace  of  two  centuries, 
one  may  reckon  how  many  centuries 
are  requifite,  for  their  fhooting  up  to 
five  and  twenty  feet,  which  is  the 
laft  term  of  their  growth. 

After  fpending  three  days  agree¬ 
ably  in  herborizing  on  the  ifland  of 
Magdalen,  and  in  obferving  the  beau¬ 
tiful  fhells  which  it  produces,  we  re¬ 
turned  to  Goree,  from  whence  I  fet 

O&ober  2.  fail  the  2d  of  Odtober  for  the  ifland 

Departure  _  , 

from  Go-  of  Senegal.  Ten  days  was  I  de- 

ree  for  the  .  .  r  i  •  i 

ifland  of  tamed  at  lea,  by  contrary  winds  at 

ScnegaL  N.  E.  which  would  have  made  me 
extremely  uneafy,  had  they  not  affor¬ 
ded  me  an  opportunity  of  making  a 

very 
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very  important  obfervation.  The  6th  1749. 
of  the  fame  month,  at  half  an  hour  Qa°b^ 
part  fix  in  the  evening,  we  were  about 
fifty  leagues  from  the  coaft,  when 
four  fwallows  came  to  take  their  Paffage 
night’s  lodging  in  our  veffel,  and lvvalWs# 
pitched  upon  the  fhrouds.  I  catched 
them  all  four  with  great  eafe,  and 
found  them  to  be  European  fwal- 
lows.  This  lucky  incident  confirmed 
me  in  the  fufpicion  I  had  formerly  en¬ 
tertained,  that  thofe  birds  eroded  the 
fea  to  get  into  the  torrid  zone,  as 
foon  as  the  winter  approached  :  and  in¬ 
deed  I  have  obferved  fince,  that  they 
are  never  feen  but  at  this  time  of  the 
year  at  Senegal,  along  with  quails,  wag¬ 
tails,  kites,  and  fome  other  birds  of 
p adage,  which  go  thither  every  year, 

when  the  cold  drives  them  away  from 
the  temperate  countries  of  Europe.  A- 
nother  fad  not  lefs  worthy  of  remark, 

is,  that  the  fwallows  do  not  build  their 

nefts 
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J749* 

October. 


Flying 

fifhes. 
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nefts  in  Senegal  as  in  Europe  ;  they 
lie  every  night,  two  and  two,  or  Angle, 
on  the  fea-fhore,  which  they  feem  to 
like  better  than  inland  places. 

I  was  likewife  amufed  in  this  long 
paflage  with  looking  at  the  flying  flfhes. 
It  was  then  their  feafon,  and  the  fea 
was,  in  fome  meafure,  filled  with  them. 
In  fize  they  are  equal  to  a  gudgeon 
or  a  whiting  ;  they  have  two  fins 
almofi  as  long  as  their  whole  body, 
which  ferve  them  for  wings  to  fly  upon 
the  water.  The  gold  fifh  and  bonitoe 
are  extremely  greedy  of  the  flying  fifh, 
and  at  that  time  were  in  full  purfuit 
of  them ;  fo  that  every  minute  you 
might  fee  little  clouds  of  the  latter 
riling  above  the  water,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  avoid  their  cruel  enemies. 
As  they  balance  themfelves  in  the  air, 
merely  by  the  humidity  of  their  wings, 

their 
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their  flight  was  very  fliort :  a  great  1749. 
many  of  thofe  that  had  flown  above  Qcfoben 
the  {hip,  fell  down  again ;  and  we 
caught  a  confiderable  number  of  them, 
without  any  further  trouble.  I  eat  feme, 
which  I  found  very  tender  and  well 
tafted. 

I  arrived  at  Senegal  the  12th  of 
Odtober,  when  the  trees,  the  fields  and  the  ifland 
the  meadows,  felt  equally  the  effeft s  °f' ^tnegali 
of  the  frefhnefs  of  the  feafon,  occafioned 
by  the  rain  and  die  eye  was  delighted 
with  an  agreeable  verdure,  which  had 
fucceeded  a  frightful  drought.  The 
rains  were  over :  and  as  the  bed  of 
the  Niger  began  to  fall,  the  voyage 

to  Podor  feemed  of  courfe  more  prac¬ 
ticable.  I  could  not  feize  on  a  bet- 

>  ' 

ter  opportunity  for  my  refearches  on 
the  banks  of  that  river ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  thought  of  taking  a  fecond  trip 
to  that  place.  I  knew  that  as  the 
winds  are  feldom  favourable  at  this 

feafon 
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feafon  of  the  year,  our  voyage  would 
.  not  be  very  expeditious  Flattering  my- 
felf  therefore,  with  die  hopes  of  great 
fuccefs  in  the  oblervations  I  was  about 
to  make,  I  embarked  the  twenty-third 
of  the  fame  month.  It  is  common  for 
the  veffels  that  undertake  this  voyage,  to 
provide  themfelves  with  wood  over- 
againlt  the  point  of  the  ifle  Bifeche,  in 
a  place  that  has  fince  retained  the 
name  of  the  Wood-ifland,  within  a 
ihort  league  of  Senegal.  Here  we 
/topped  at  a  very  agreeable  ipot,  where 
the  velfel  entered  with  all  ea/e  among 
the  mangroves,  and  was  (haded  with 
their  verdant  foliage.  While  we  were 
taking  in  our  wood,  I  went  afhore 
on  the  ifland,  which  by  the  inunda¬ 
tion  had  been  rendered  one  continued 
Hough  or  morafs.  On  each  fide  I  fmelt 

a  delicious  fragrancy,  the  caufe  of  which 
I  could  not  divine,  till  advancing  into 
the  wood,  I  arrived  half-knee  deep  in 

water. 
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water,  at  a  fpot  which  I  faw  alt  co-  I7 49- 

1  '  October. 

vered  with  a  kind  of  mufhroom,  dif-  ~ 
ferent  from  the  ^Egyptian,  It  was  then 
in  bloffom,  and  diffufed,  as  I  obferved 
before,  a  moft  pleafing  odour. 

From  this  place  to  the  village  of  Difficulties 
Maka,  both  banks  of  the  Niger  are  ^ga^€end= 
fo  covered  with  mangroves,  that  itNlger” 
is  impoffible  to  walk  on  foot.  As 
we  had  no  wind,  the  lapiots  were 
obliged  to  hawl  the  veffel  with  a  rope, 
up  to  their  waift  in  water,  and  fome- 
times  deeper.  At  firft  we  advanced 
five  or  fix  leagues  a  day,  before  we 
reached  the  Mulketoe  trading-place,  be- 
caufe  the  river  runs  almoft  north  and 
fouth,  till  it  comes  to  that  place,  and 
the  winds  were  not  quite  contrary  : 
but  from  thence  to  Podor,  it  changes 
its  diredtion  from  weft  to  eaft,  and 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  could  we 
proceed  three  leagues  a  day.  One  time 
we  were  retarded  by  a  ihoal ;  another 

time 
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1749.  time  the  trees  along  the  banks  hia- 
QftobCj ‘  -  dered  the  hawling  of  the  veflel,  and  a 
good  part  of  the  day  was  fpent  in 
towing  it  As  thefe  obflrudtions  af¬ 
forded  me  time  and  opportunity  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  country,  1  went  on  fhore 
morning  and  evening,  where  I  pierced  my 
way  through  the  woods,  and  traverfed 
the  morafles  and  the  fields,  herborizing 
and  conning  all  the  way ;  fo  that  I  never 
returned  empty  handed.  In  one  place, 
a  plant,  or  an  infedt,  flopped  me;  in 
another,  fome  extraordinary  quadruped, 
or  fome  bird  decked  with  the  moft 
beautiful  feathers ;  every  objedl  that  of¬ 
fered  itfelf  to  my  fight,  was  new  to 
me. 


Prodigious  A  little  above  the  Mufketoe  tradiner- 

number  or  o 

crocodiles,  place,  I  began  to  fee  crocodiles  :  when 


*  To  tow  a  veflel,  is  to  draw  it  by  a  rope  faf- 
tened  to  a  tree,  or  to  an  anchor,  which  is  let  drop 
into  the  water. 


I 
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I  lay  I  began  to  fee  them,  I  mean  by 
hundreds ,  for  there  are  lome  towards 
the  ifland  of  Senegal.  But  this  fpot 
feems  to  be  their  general  rendezvous, 
even  of  the  very  largeft :  for  I  have 
beheld  fome  that  were  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  feet  long  $  and  I  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any  above  this  fize. 
There  were  upwards  of  two  hun¬ 
dred,  which  appeared  all  at  the  fame 
time  above  water.  As  the  vefiel  paf- 
fed  that  way,  they  were  frightened,  and 
immediately  plunged  their  heads  into 
the  river,  but  rofe  again  very  foon  to 
take  breath,  becaufe  they  cannot  keep 
more  than  a  few  minutes  under  wa¬ 
ter.  When  they  fwim  on  the  fur- 
face,  you  fee  only  the  upper  part  of 
their  head,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the 
back  j  at  which  time  they  bear  not  the 
leaft  refemblance  to  live  creatures ;  but 
one  would  take  them  for  the  trunks 

of 
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1749.  of  trees  floating  on  the  river.  In  this 

J30.,.0, attitude,  which  leaves  them  the  ufe  of 
their  eyes,  they  fee  what  pafles  on 
both  banks  ;  and  as  foon  as  they 
perceive  any  animal  coming  to  drink, 
they  plunge  under  water,  and  fwim 
up  to  it  with  the  greateft  expedition ; 
then  feizing  it  by  the  leg,  they  drag 
it  into  the  ftream,  where  it  is  foon 
drowned,  and  then  they  devour  it. 

We  had  not  yet  advanced  five  and 
30.  twenty  leagues  the  30th  of  Odtoher. 

Walk  near  J  .  . 

Candor.  That  morning  I  efpied  a  very  beautiful 
plain  to  the  left  of  the  river  Niger, 
oppofite  the  village  of  Gandor ;  pleafed 
with  the  profpedt,  I  went  a-fhore,  but 
foon  had  reafon  to  repent  it.  After 
having  walked  about  an  hour,  I  found 
the  pafiage  flopped  up  by  the  marigot 
of  Ouafoul,  which  was  then  very  con- 
fiderable.  The  river  makes  an  elbow 


a 
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a  little  above  this  Ipot.  The  fhips  1749. 
company  finding  the  wind  favourable,  Qa°bsr* 
had  gained  above  a  league  upon  me, 
and  had  no  thoughts  of  waiting  not 
knowing  the  perplexity  I  was  un¬ 
der.  And  yet  I  was  obliged  to  come 
up  with  them.  I  had  taken  with  me 
only  a  Negroe  of  Banbara,  who  had 
offered  his  lervice  on  the  occafion : 
for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  had  to  prevail  on  any  of 
thofe,  who  had  once  made  an  excur- 
fion  with  me,  to  attend  me  again : 
they  were  but  too  fenfible  of  the  rifks 
I  ran;  and  they  did  not  receive  plea- 
fure  enough,  to  like  a  fhare  of  my 
toils. 

With  my  Banbara  I  advanced  about 
half  a  league  through  a  morafs,  formed 
by  an  inundation  of  the  waters  of  the 
marigot  on  thofe  low  lands,  from 
whence  I  extricated  myfelf  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  wading  up  to  my  knees  in  wa- 

K  ter. 
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1749.  ter,  and  meeting  every  minute  with 
Odobeu  prodigious  large  ferpents,  efpecially  of 
Serpents ot  that  fpecies  whofe  bodies  are  furpriz- 

a  very  ex-  ±  J 

traorai-  indy  thick  in  companion  to  their  length. 

nary  fize.  0  J  1  0 

I  avoided  thofe  animals  as  foon  as  I 

'  » 

efpied  them  but  my  Negroe  heartened 
me,  by  affirming  they  were  not  noxious. 
I  Ihot  one  very  near  me,  that  was  al- 
moft  a  foot  diameter,  and  eight  and 
a  half  in  length.  The  Negroe  threw 
it  over  his  ffioulders,  reckoning  to  feall 
upon  it  with  his  comrades. 


The  an-  When  I  had  advanced  a  few  fteps 
by°  a  IT  towards  the  bed  of  the  marigoty  I  en- 
Tlgot'  tered,  though  I  had  my  clothes  on, 

»  into  the  water  up  to  my  wafte.  But 

I  did  not  care  to  go  further,  as  I, 
might  have  met  with  fome  hole, 
which  would  have  embarralfed  me 
greatly.  I  therefore  fent  my  Negroe 
to  found  the  bottom ;  and  in  the 


mean  while  I  got  upon  a  tree,  in  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  the  ferpents,  and  the 


water. 


* 
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water,  which  began  to  fatigue  me.  ^749* 
After  founding  three  different  places, — °  T— 
he  was  of  opinion,  he  could  carry  me 
over  a  particular  fpot,  where  the  wa¬ 
ter  came  up  only  to  his  noftrils, 
when  he  flood  on  tip- toe.  The  fel¬ 
low  was  tall,  being  fix  feet  fome 
inches.  I  mounted  upon  his  fhoul- 
ders,  with  my  gun  in  my  hand,  a 
few  birds,  and  a  bundle  of  plants. 

He  was  foon  in  the  water  up  to  his  He  panes 
neck ;  and  I  was  not  without  fome 
apprehenfion,  when  I  faw  myfelf  de-  danger  of 
fcend  gradually  up  to  my  waift :  how-  his  ilfe* 
ever,  I  refigned  myfelf  to  his  fkilful 
guidance,  or  rather  to  my  own  good 
fortune,  and  I  let  him  do  as  he  plea- 
fed.  He  waded  through  the  middle 
of  the  marigot  with  amazing  refolu- 
tion,  without  being  in  the  lead:  daun¬ 
ted,  though  he  was  obliged  to  fwal- 
low  three  large  gulps  of  water,  which 
for  fome  time  took  away  his  breath. 

As  foon  as  I  efcaped  this  danger,  I 

K  2  efpfed 
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1749.  efpied  a  plant  of  very  extraordinary 
oa°ftor*  beauty,  floating  on  the  water :  this 
was  a  cadelari  *,  with  foft  lilver  leaves. 
That  moment  I  forgot  every  other 
object,  and  though  my  Banbara  was 
ftill  up  to  his  chin  in  water,  I  ven¬ 
tured  to  pluck  the  charming  plant. 
Thus  I  efcaped  very  luckily  out  of 
the  marigot  of  Ouafoul,  which  at  that 
time  was  very  near  a  hundred  and 
twenty  fathoms  broad,  that  is,  about 
twice  the  breadth  of  the  Seine  at  Pont 
Royal  >  and  I  overtook  the  veflel  be¬ 
fore  noon. 

That  very  evening,  doubting  whether 
I  fhould  be  able  to  find  my  way  on 
the  fide  of  the  river,  where  I  had  run 
fuch  riik  in  the  morning,  I  landed  on 

the  oppofite  bank,  but  was  not  more 

Forefts  of  fortunate.  Every  now  and  then  I  met 

reeds  im- 
yallable. 

*  Cadelari.  Hart.  Mal%  part,  10,  pag.  155. 
tab.  78. 

with 
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'  r-  .  *  .  , 

with  forefts  of  reeds  from  ten  to  1749. 
twelve  feet  high,  which  tried  my  pa-  Q6tober‘ 
tience  to  the  full,  when  I  v/as  obli¬ 
ged  to  go  through  them.  There  was 
no  fort  of  path ;  and  in  many  places 
the  reeds  flood  fo  thick,  as  to  deprive 
me  in  a  manner  from  feeing  either  Iky 
or  land. 

The  following  days  I  fpent  more 
agreeably:  we  arrived  in  thofe  parts, 
where  the  hippoptami,  or  fea  hor-  Hippopta. 

1  1  1  m  mi,  or  Tea 

fes,  are  very  common.  This  is  theses, 
largeft  of  all  amphibious  animals,  and 
is  to  be  found  no  where  but  in  the 
African  rivers,  in  frefh  water :  and 

t  ■  :■  \  1  ;  _  ■  , 

one  thing  worthy  of  obfervation  is, 
that  it  has  been  never  feen  any  where 
elfe  but  in  this  part  of  the  world,  to 
which  it  feems  particularly  to  belong. 

It  is  commonly  drawn  in  the  figure  of 

ft*  . 

an  ox,  which  indeed  is  the  animal  it 
refembles  moft }  but  its  legs  are  much 
fhorter,  and  its  head  is  monftrous 

K  3  large. 
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large.  In  regard  to  its  fize,  the  fea 
horfe  may  take  precedency  after  the 
elephant  and  the  rhinoceros.  Its  jaws 
are  armed  with  four  large  tufks,  where¬ 
with  it  loofens  the  roots  of  trees,  on 
which  it  feeds.  It  cannot  abide  long, 
under  water,  for  want  of  refpira- 
tion  5  which  obliges  it  to  carry  its 
head  now  and  then  above  the  furface, 
in  die  fame  manner  as  the  crocodile. 
It  neighs  much  in  the  fame  manner 
*as  a  horfe,  hut  with  fuch  vehemence, 
diat  it  may  be  heard  very  diftindlly  a 
quarter  of  a  league  off. 

. .  .1-  -  \  *  .  *  * 

In  this  very  neighbourhood,  beiides 

the  fea  horfe,  there  is  a  fecoftd  fpe- 
cies  of  crocodile,  not  at  all  inferior 

to  the  other  in  dimenfions.  It  is  di- 

*  ■  * 

ftinguifhed  by  its  colour,  which  is 
black;  and  by  its  jaws,  which  are  a 
great  deal  longer  than  the  others:  It 
is  ajfo  more  carnivorous ;  and  is  even 
faid  to  be  greedy  after  human  flelh. 

The 

i 
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The  velTel  fometimes  plied  on  one,  oa°faer- 
and  fometimes  on  the  other  bank  of  Beauty  of 

the  Niger, 

the  river,  which  were  all  along  bor¬ 
dered  with  fhrubs,  commonly  of  wil¬ 
lows,  or  felbans,  covered  with  bind¬ 
weeds,  or  dogVbane,  of  feveral  kinds* 
which  after  creeping  round  their  branch¬ 
es,  hung  their  Iprigs,  loaded  with 
flowers  of  various  colours.  At  the  foot 
of  thefe  flirubs  waved  the  perficaria, 
alfo  in  flower.  Thus  I  failed  along  a 
tharming  meadow,  on  which  were 
feeding  a  multitude  of  grafs-hoppers, 
wThofe  beautiful  green,  variegated  with 
the  livelieft  red,  had  an  admirable  ef- 
fedt.  Further  on,  the  palmettos  reared 
their  lofty  heads  above  the  femeliers  * 
and  acacias ,  which  overlpread  the 
reft  of  the  ground.  In  fhort,  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the 
prolpedt,  with  which  my  eye  was  re¬ 
freshed,  the  fpace  of  fifteen  leagues  and 

'*  A  fpecies  of  bauhinia  not  defcribed. 

k4 
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upwards,  from  the  defert  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Bokol.  And  indeed  this  would 
be  the  moft  agreeable  river  in  the 

world,  were  it  not  for  the  continual 
apprehenfion  from  the  crocodiles,  and 
fometimes  from  the  fea  horfes  with 
which  it  abounds. 

The  abovementioned  palmetto  is  what 
the  Negroes  call  ronn  •f',  a  name  which 
the  French  have  been  pleafed  to  change 
into  that  of  rondier.  Its  trunk  is  very 
large  and  ftraight,  like  a  column  from 
fifty  to  fixty  feet  high,  from  the  up¬ 
per  end  whereof  iffues  forth  a  bun¬ 

dle  of  leaves,  which,  in  turning  off, 
form  a  round  head  :  each  leaf  reprefents 
a  fan  of  five  or  fix  feet  in  expanfion,  fup- 
ported  by  a  tail  of  the  fame  length.  Of 
thefe  trees  fome  produce  male  flowers, 
which  are  barren  :  others,  called  female, 
are  loaded  with  fruit,  which  fucceed  each 
other  uninterruptedly,  almoft  the  whole 

+  Carin-pana.  Hort .  Malab,  vol,  i.  p.  11. 
tab.  9. 


year 
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year  round.  They  brought  me  feveral  of 
the  bignefs  of  an  ordinary  melon,  but, 
lomewhat  rounder.  They  were  inve- 
lopped  in  two  fkins  as  tough  as  lea¬ 
ther,  and  thick  as  ftrong  parchment  j 
within-fide  the  fruit  was  yellowifh, 
and  full  of  filaments,  faftened  to  three 
large  kernels  in  the  middle.  The 
Negroes  are  very  fond  of  this  fruit ; 
when  it  is  baked  under  the  afhes,  it 
taftes  very  much  like  a  quince ;  it  has 

J-'  «  4 

a  pretty  ftrong  fcent,  but  extremely 
agreeable. 
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The  Niger  willow  is  different  from  willow, 
the  European.  It  has  the  trunk  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  ofier  -y  but  its  leaves  are 

.  •  •  '  "  •  1  ■  f  '■  i,  <  .  i  ■  ■-  \ 

very  fhort,  and  made  round  at  the  ends. 

The  Negroes  give  it  the  name  of  kelele  : 
of  all  the  trees  in  the  country,  it  is 
one  of  the  moft  refpedted  its  younger 
branches  pafs  into  the  hands  of  ladies, 
who  make  pick-tooths  of  them.  And 
for  want  of  thefe,  which  leave  a  little 

bit- 
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J749-  bitternefs  in  the  mouth,  they  ufe  the 

November.  J 

- branches  of  fome  other  fine  fcented  trees. 

Thefe  different  forts  of  pick-tooths  are 
called  fokiou. 

T  f  p 

November  I  faw  every  day  fo  great  a  number  of 

Excuriion  elephants  all  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 

in  the  v  i  r*  i  i  .  ' 

neigh-  that  the  fight  was  no  longer  a  furprize  to 

ofUDag0a-  me.  The  fifth  of  November,  as  I  was 
walking  in  the  woods  over-againft  the 
village  of  Dagana,  I  perceived  a  number 
of  their  footfteps  very  frefh.  I  traced'* 
them  clofe  almoft  two  leagues,  and  at 

Elephants,  length  I  difcovered  five  of  thofe  animals, 
three  of  which  were  weltering  in  their 
filth  like  fwine,  and  the  fourth  was  ftand- 
mg  up  with  its  little  one,  eating  the  ends 
of  the  branches  of  an  acacia ,  which  it 
had  but  juft  broke.  By  comparing  the 
height  of  the  tree  againft  which  this 
elephant  flood,  I  judged  that  it  was  at 
leaf!  eleven  or  twelve  feet,  from  the  foie 
of  its  foot  to  the  buttocks  :  its  tufks  pro¬ 
jected  the  length  of  near  three  feet. 

Though 
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Though  thofe  animals  did  not  appear  to  1749. 
be  affedted  at  feeing  me,  yet  I  thought  it  Novcmber” 
advifeable  to  retire.  Continuing  my  jour¬ 
ney,  I  found  very  ftrong  impreffions  of 
their  footfteps,  which  I  meafured,  and 
they  were  near  a  foot  and  a  half  diame¬ 
ter.  Their  dung  was  a  good  deal  like 
that  of  a  horfe,  and  formed  balls  feven 
or  eight  inches  thick. 

The  next  day  I  had  an  infinite  plea- 
(lire  in  vifiting  the  beautiful  fields  on  the 
fide  of  Bokol.  Firft  of  all  I  walke4 
under  trees  full  of  preen  monkeys,  whole  Gre®n 

0  J  1  monkeys* 

gambols  were  very  diverting.  Next  I 
came  to  a  place  abounding  with  game, 
where  I  had  excellent  Iport.  From 
thence  I  entered  into  a  little  thicket 
near  a  morafs,  which  drew  whole 
flocks  oi  Guinea-hens.  While  I  was 
lying  in  ambufh  in  this  fpot,  I  elpied 
one  of  thofe  enormous  wild  boars,  pe- Wild 
culiar  to  Africa,  and  of  which  I  do  not boarS* 
remember,  that  any  natural  hiftorian  has 
made  mention.  He  was  coming  full 

drive 


I40  A  V  O  Y  A  G  E 

1749.  drive  at  me,  and  would  have  certainly 
November.  overtaken  me^  [f  j  had  not  warned  him, 

as  it  were,  to  diredt  his  fteps  another 
way,  by  the  noife  I  made  in  taking 
aim  at  him.  He  was  black  like  our 
European  wild  boars,  but  a  vaft  deal 
larger.  He  had  four  great  tulks,  the 
two  uppermoft  of  which  were  bent  into 
a  femicircle  towards  the  forehead,  where 
they  refembled  the  horns  worn  by  other 
animals. 


Danger  The  nearer  I  drew  to  Podor,  the 

and  fa- 

tiguesin  more  I  was  expofed  to  danger,  becaufe 
to  Podor.  the  banks  of  the  Niger  are  more  lone- 
fome,  efpecially  that  towards  the  north. 
Yet  neither  the  dangers  I  was  expofed  to 
from  wild  beafts ;  nor  the  toil  of  courfing 
in  woods,  which  are  rendered  almoft 
inacceffible  by  thorns ;  nor  the  fultry 
heats  of  the  eaft  wind,  that  obliged 
me  every  inftant  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
river  waters,  in  order  to  quench  my  vio¬ 
lent  thirft ;  none  of  all  thefe  inconve¬ 
niences  deterred  me ;  nothing  was  capa- 

blc 
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ble  of  cooling  my  courage.  I  had  an  1749. 
amazing  good  date  of  health ;  and  this  November] 
bore  me  up  in  the  midd  of  fo  many  pe¬ 
rils  and  toils,  under  which  a  great  many 
would  have  funk. 

»  » . 

“  The  feventh  of  November  there  hap-  .  7^ 
pened  to  me  an  adventure,  far  more  cri-  adventure- 
tical  and  more  terrifying  than  any  I  had 
hitherto  met  with.  I  ufed  alternately 
to  walk  on  either  bank  of  the  river,  but 
that  day  I  happened  to  be  on  the  north- 
fide.  I  walked  and  courfed  in  a  defer t 
country,  that  had  never  been  cultiva¬ 
ted,  over-run  with  wood,  as  ancient  as 
the  country  itfelf,  and  the  thicknefs  of 
which,  independently  of  the  wild  beads 
that  lurk  there,  ought  naturally  to  have 
filled  me  with  horror.  In  Ipite  of  the 
dangers  and  inconveniences  infeparable 
from  this  kind  of  fport,  my  curiofity  led 
me  into  the  thicked  parts  of  the  wood, 
invited  by  the  animals,  plants,  and 
birds,  of  which  there  was  prodigious 
plenty.  The  negroe,  whom  I  had  ta¬ 
ken 
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1749.  ken  with  me  as  a  companion,  followed 
Novtmhc.  me  a  great  diftance.  It  was  now 

noon-day,  and  I  had  fcarce  loaded  my 
piece,  after  killing  two  toucans ,  when  I 
He  meets  beheld  a  tiger  at  a  little  diftance.  He 

a.  tiger.  0 

had  not  as  yet  efpied  me,  for  there  was 

a  tree  between  us ;  but  he  walked  with 

♦ 

a  very  flow  pace,  his  head  inclining 
towards  the  ground.  Inftantly  I  clap¬ 
ped  a  ball  into  my  piece,  in  order  to 
take  aim  of  him  behind  the  tree,  and 
in  my  left  hand  I  held  a  hanger.  Hear¬ 
ing  thefe  motions,  the  tiger  turned 
quickly  towards  where  I  was,  and  dar¬ 
ted  his  angry  eyes  at  me.  Though  I 
was  not  twelve  feet  diftant  from  him, 
ftill  I  thought  it  imprudent  to  fire, 
becaufe  I  was  alone,  and  fhould  have 
run  a  very  great  rifk,  if  I  did  not  lay 
him  dead  upon  the  fpot.  I  there¬ 
fore  took  the  refolution,  which  Teemed 
to  me  the  mod  prudent  on  the  like  oc- 
cafion :  this  was  ftill  to  keep  full  aim 
at  him,  with  one  knee  bent  for  greater 
fecurity,  and  to  beat  the  ground  with 

the 
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the  other  foot  without  appearing  dis¬ 
mayed,  in  order  to  determine  him  to 
purfue  his  way.  This  he  did  in  an  in- 
ftant ;  and  taking  fuch  a  leap,  as  I  never 
beheld  in  my  life,  he  freed  me  from  the 
uneafinefs,  into  which  his  difagreeable 
prefence  had  thrown  me. 

That  very  inftant  I  quitted  the  wood, 
to  draw  near  the  river-fide,  where 
my  negroe  did  not  come  to  me  till 
an  hour  after.  We  waited  a  long 
time  for  the  velfel  without  hearing  any 
tidings  of  it :  we  likewife  went  on  a 
litle  farther ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  We 
had  left  it  above  two  leagues  behind  us, 
and  there  was  no  probability  of  its  ar¬ 
rival  before  fun-fet.  It  was  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon ;  and  from  fix  in  the 
morning  that  I  had  been  toiling,  I  had 
tailed  nothing  but  water,  of  which  I  had 
drank  a  great  quantity,  to  temper  the 
heats,  I  felt  from  the  fcorching  rays  of 
the  fun.  Being  now  opprelfed  with 
hunger,  as  well  as  my  negroe,  I  deter¬ 
mined 


*43 

*749- 

November. 


I 


i44  A  V  O  Y  A  G  E 

1749.  mined  to  dine  after  the  favage  fafhion, 
September,  ^jj  ^  reqUi£|tes  were  at  hand.  I  had 

killed  in  my  walks  more  game  than 
four  hungry  men  could  devour  at  one 
meal.  My  negroe  was  not  embarraffed 
to  roaft  it :  he  rubbed  two  flicks  toge¬ 
ther,  which  took  fire  in  an  inftant ;  then 

thor  dines  made  a  wooden  fpit,  and  garnifhed 
in  the  mid-  it  with  a  toucan,  two  partridges,  and 

wood.  two  Guinea-hens.  As  foon  as  I  had 
dined,  which  I  may  be  faid  to  have 
done  with  more  frugality  and  lefs  cere¬ 
mony  than  the  negroes  themfelves  ;  I 
thought  I  could  do  no  greater  fervice 
to  myfelf,  and  to  every  Frenchman  that 
fhould  happen  hereafter  to  walk  in  this 
dangerous  neighbourhood,  than  to  fet 
fire  to  the  wood,  in  the  manner  prac- 
He  fets  tifed  by  the  negroes.  During  the  fpace 

ashore-  of  two  hours  that  I  ftaid  there,  I 
txres#  threw  in  fuel  fufficient  to  Ipread  the 
conflagration,  for  feveral  leagues  through 
this  vaft  defert,  which  extends  from 
the  village  called  Ndounnmangas  as  far 
as  Podor,  for  a  fpace  of  above  twenty 
,  ~  '  leagues^ 
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leagues  ;  it  is  frequented  but  very  rarely  by  1749* 

■  .  November, 

the  Moors,  who  encamp  in  fome  places,  . . - 

which  they  previoufly  fet  on  fire.  At 
feven  in  the  evening,  the  long  wifhed-for 
vefiel  arrived ;  when  I  went  on  board 
with  great  fatisfadlion,  by  the  blaze  of 
the  bonfire :  eight  days  afterwards  I 
heard,  that  it  was  ftill  burning,  and 
had  laid  the  country  open  for  feveral 
leagues. 

The  eighth  we  arrived  at  Lamnai,  a  Prodigious 
fmall  ifland,  which  very  iufty  might  be  birds  on 
called  the  ifland  of  birds  :  it  lies  very  ofLamnai. 
low,  and  is  not  two  hundred  fathoms 
in  length.  The  trees  were  covered  with 
fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  cormorants 
and  herons  of  every  kind,  that  the  lap- 

tot  in  going  up  a  rivulet,  filled  a  boat,  in 

It*  '*■}.’  '  ’  1  1  ' 

lefs  than  half  an  hour,  as  well  with  the 
young  ones,  which  they  took  either 
with  their  hands,  or  knocked  down  with 
flicks )  as  with  the  old  ones,  of  which 

L  every 
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J7 49"  every  Ihot  brought  down  feveral  do- 

November.  0 

- -  zens. 


Stratiote, 
a  plant  of 
the  Nile. 


In  this  ifland  I  found  a  plant,  which 
I  had  not  yet  feen  5  it  is  well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  ftratiote  of  Egypt, 
that  furprizing  plant,  which  is  faid 
to  move  on  the  waters  of  the  Nile, 
feeking  for  nutrition  in  the  fame  man¬ 


ner  as  animals.  Surely  this  is  a  made 
ftory,  or  perhaps  the  loofe  deferip- 
tions  which  travellers  have  given  of 

it,  have  been  interpreted  in  a  wrong 
fenfe.  The  Jiratiote  of  the  Niger  is  the 

fame  as  that  of  the  Nile,  of  which  we 
have  a  figure  in  Profper  Alpinus  and 
in  the  garden  of  Malabar  -f :  and  its 
roots  *  are  fo  deeply  fixed  in  the  earth, 
that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  be 
plucked  up.  What  has  given  rife  to 


*  Hay  alem  el  maovi,  id  eft,  ftratiotes*  Projb. 
Alp.  A Egypt .  v.  2.  p.  51. 

f  Kadda-paiL  Hart .  Mai.  vol.  11,  p.  32. 

tab.  63. 
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this  error  is,  that  the  abovementioned  1749. 

1  ,  r  vi  r  r  t  November, 

plant  produces  Imall  tufts  of  leaves,  at  a _ 

very  great  diftance  from  each  other, 
and  fupported  by  a  ftem,  which,  after 
floating  on  the  water,  lofes  itfelf  infen- 
fiblv  in  the  earth ;  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  potamogetons ,  the  nym- 
phoides ,  and  even  the  leaves  of  the  ne? 
nufar  or  water-lilly. 


Being  fo  near  to  Podor,  which  we 
defcried  from  afar,  over  the  low  lands? 

I  began  the  more  ardently  to  with  for 
the  happy  hour  of  landing,  as  the 
veflel  hardly  advanced  above  three  or 
four  leagues  a  day.  At  length  this  TT  IO*. 
hour  came  the  tenth  of  November ; atPodor* 
and  the  nineteenth  day  put  a  period 
to  this  tedious  and  laborious  voyage ; 


which  I  had  performed  in  the  hottefl 
month  of  the  year.  The  thermometer  Exceffive 
could  not  be  expofed  with  any  fafety  ,  board  the 
except  in  the  fhip’s  cabin  ;  where  it veffcL 

L  2  marked 
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1749.  marked  by  twelve  at  noon  from  40  to 

November.  j  rrni  *  11*  r  . 

„ _ 45  degrees.  1  his  cabbm  was  io  great¬ 

ly  warmed  by  the  fun,  that  even  in 
the  night-time  it  dill  preferved  from 
30  to  32  degrees  of  heat  :  it  was  like 
a  dove,  or  rather  a  fiery  furnace  :  the 
pitch  and  tar  were  melted  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  pafs  through  all  the  joints 
of  the  vefiel.  In  (hort,  the  heat  I 
endured  in  this  voyage,  was  fuch, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  can  pofiibly 
be  more  violent  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world  :  hence  I  am  not  at  all  fur- 
prized,  that  mod  of  the  French,  who 
are  near  two  months  in  performing 
the  voyage  of  Galam  *  in  July  and 
Augud,  diould  feldom  get  there  with¬ 
out  being  feized  with  burning  fevers. 
And  therefore  it  is  that  thofe,  whom 
experience  or  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  country  has  rendered  more  prudent, 
do  not  fail  to  embark  in  the  month  of 

1  %  •  -  > 

June,  as  foon  as  die  waters  are  high 

*  Galem  is  upwards  of  700  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  the  River,  and  the  principal  place  of  trade  for 
gold,  Haves,  &c, 

enough 

o 
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enough.  Then  they  have  a  great  deal  1749. 
lefs  to  fuffer  from  the  intemperatenefs  emjgu 
of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  of  the  heats, 
which  increafe  daily  from  the  month 
of  June  to  November ;  fo  that  they 
would  never  be  able  to  bear  them,  were 
they  to  fet  out  in  September  or  October. 

Another  inconveniency  of  the  voyage  Bees  very 
to  Podor  or  Galam,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober,  is  owing  to  the  mufketoes  and 
bees.  I  have  el fe where  mentioned  how 
troublefome  the  former  are :  but  the 
latter  are  ftill  more  fo.  Every  day  to¬ 
wards  twelve  o'clock,  I  was  fare  of  beino* 

o 

viltted  by  one,  two,  and  fome  times  more 
fwarms,  which  made  their  entrance  into 
the  cabbin,  attracted,  in  all  probability, 
by  the  penetrating  and  refinous  fmell  of 
the  pitch  and  tar.  Such  tormenting:  vi- 
htors  obliged  me  to  quit  the  veflel,  and 
to  feek  for  peace  on  fliore. 

The  fame  thing  happened  to  me  at 
Podor  in  November  and  December.  It 

L  3 
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1749.  is  very  likely ,  that  during  thofe  three 
months  the  fwarms  quit  their  old  hives 
to  build  new  ones  :  for,  at  that  time, 
you  frequently  meet  with  very  confidera- 
ble  heaps  of  them.  One  day  I  faw  the 
roof  of  a  houfe,  the  furface  of  which 
was  fixteen  fquare  feet,  covered  with  a 
lay  or  bed,  four  fingers  thick  of  bees, 
heaped  up  in  this  manner.  This  is  an 
evident  proof  of  the  prodigious  number 
of  thofe  infedts.  •  They  lodge  every  where, 
but  more  particularly  in  the  trunks  of  trees 
made  hollow  by  time.  This  year  they  had 
three  hives  at  our  fettlement  of  Podor  : 
one  between  the  fhutters  and  the  win¬ 
dow  of  the  room  on  the  firft  floor :  the 
other  on  the  ground  floor,  in  a  fmall  prefs 
full  of  old  iron,  a  leaf  of  which  was 
opened  every  day  ;  and  it  flood  at  the 
bottom  of  a  very  dark  warehoufe  :  the 
third  was  in  the  ceiling  of  another 
warehoufe,  juft  behind  the  door.  With 
difficulty  could  we  drive  away  thofe 
infe&s,  even  in  the  night,  and  with 
the  help  of  fire :  they  know  how  tq 

*  & 
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diftinguifh  in  the  dark,  thofe  who  mo-  1749° 
left  them,  and  they  fhew  their  revenge  KQvembejv 
by  moil  pungent  flings. 

Thefe  bees  differ  from  thofe  of  Europe  Quality  of 

1  »  y  r-^  1  •  1  •  1  •  *  tllCl!  hO- 

only  in  lize.  I  here  is  this  lingulanty  m  ney. 
their  honey,  that  it  never  acquires  a  con- 
fiftency  like  ours ;  but  is  always  liquid 
and  like  a  brown  iyrup.  We  may  af¬ 
firm,  it  is  infinitely  fuperior,  both  in 
delicacy  and  tafte,  to  the  bell  honey  col¬ 
lected  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  France. 

The  country  about  Podor  had  now  a  very  plants  of 
different  face  from  what  it  wore  at  the  Iod°r* 
time  of  my  firfi  voyage.  Inftead  of  a  dry 
barren  plain,  I  beheld  an  agreeable  cham¬ 
paign,  interfered  with  moraffes,  where  rice 
grew  naturally  without  being  fown.  The 
higher  grounds  were  covered  with  millet : 
and  there  alfo  the  indigo  and  cotton  plants 
difplayed  a  moft  lovely  verdure.  Al- 
moft  all  the  aquatic  plants  of  warm  cli¬ 
mates,  paffed  in  review  before  me  y  I  ob-, 

L  4  ferved 
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ferved  the  water  lilly  *,  two  forts  of  pon- 
.tederia  •f*,  the  jujjieeas  J,  the  lemmas 
and  the  pongati  ||,  of  the  garden  of  Ma¬ 
labar.  I  likewife  met  with  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  alifma ,  bindweed ,  nenuphar ,  utricu - 
laire,  bottom  a  $[[,  adhatoda ,  befides  a  great 
multitude  of  cyperufes,  or  galingales,  and 
other,  moftly  unknown,  plants. 

My  curiofity  was  not  confined  to  the 
adjacent  fields ;  it  extended  alfo  to  the 
woods  and  marigots  two  leagues  all  round. 
There  I  found  many  new  fpecies  of 
trees  and  birds  of  exquifite  beauty. 
But  of  all  the  extraordinary  things  I 
obferved,  nothing  flruck  me  more  than 
certain  eminencies,  which,  by  their 
height  and  regularity,  made  me  take  them 

*  Nymphaea  Indica  minor  laevis.  Paimph.  Herbs 
A  mb.  v.  6.  p.  167.  tab .  72.  fig  3. 

f  Pontederiafloribus  umbellatis,  Lin.fi.  Zeyl.  129, 
J  New  fpecies. 

||  Pongati.  Hart.  Maleh.  v.  11.  p.  47.  tab .  24. 

Plottonia  flore  folitario,  ex  foliorum  alfs  prove- 
piente.  Burm.  Th.  Zeyl.  pag.  12 1.  tab .  55.  fig.  I. 

at 
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at  a  diftance,  for  an  affemblage  of  Ne-  1749. 
groes  huts,  or  a  confiderable  village : Ncncmber- 
and  yet  they  were  only  the  nefts  of 
certain  infedts.  They  are  round  pyra¬ 
mids,  from  eight  to  ten  feet  high,  upon 
nearly  the  fame  bafe,  with  a  frnooth  fur- 
face,  of  rich  clay,  exceffively  hard 
and  well  built.  The  infide  is  a  labyrinth 
of  little  galleries,  interwoven  one  with 
the  other,  and  anfwering  to  a  fmall  open¬ 
ing,  which  gives  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to  the 
infedts  that  inhabit  it  They  are  called 
vag-v  agues :  and  perhaps  are  the  fame  as 
thofe  which  go  by  the  name  of  wood-lice 
and  white  ants  in  America  and  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  They  are  fhaped  like  the  common 
ants ;  but  their  members  are  not  fo  di- 
ftindt.  Their  body,  betides  being  of  a  dirty 
white,  is  aifo  much  fofter,  fuller,  and  as 
it  were,  of  an  undtuous  nature.  Thefe 
creatures  multiply  prodigioully  ;  and 
when  they  want  to  make  a  lodgment, 
they  attack  fome  dead  trunk  of  a  tree., 

Into  which  they  quickly  eat  their  way. 

In 
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1749. 

November. 

Obferva- 
tion  on 
the  latitude 
of  Podor. 


In  my  two  voyages  I  had  carefully 
drawn  a  plan  of  the  river  Niger,  from  its 
mouth  to  Podor :  fo  that  there  remained 
only  for  me,  to  know  the  latitude  of  this 
place.  The  difference  I  found  between 
my  plan,  and  that  of  the  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  charts,  made  me  fufpedt  that  the 
latitude  had  not  been  rightly  determined  * 
if  it  be  true  that  they  worked  upon  it  at 
all.  In  order  to  be  certain,  I  fixed, 
with  the  requifite  precautions,  a  gnomon 
eight  feet  one  inch  and  a  line  in  height, 
upon  a  platform,  reduced  to  a  very  exaft 
level.  During  the  month  of  November 
and  part  of  December,  I  obferved  there¬ 
on  different  points  of  the  fun’s  fhadow, 
which  by  calculation  gave  me  its  height. 
Thence  I  concluded  pcdor  to  be  16  de¬ 
grees  444  minutes  north  latitude,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  account  I  tranfmitted 
at  that  time  to  M.  Le  Monnier, 
who  was  pleafed  to  communicate  it  to 

the 
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the  academy  of  fciences  This  obfer-  1749. 
yatioH  is  of  fome  importance,  fince  it Novembe^ 
fcorre£ts  an  error  of  above  15  minutes, 
by  which  all  other  maps  place  Podor  too 
far  north ;  and  it  greatly  diminifhes  the 
length  of  this  river,  whofe  direction  has 
been  alfo  wrong  laid  down  by  mod  geo¬ 
graphers.  Thus,  befides  the  advantage 
I  reaped  from  my  fecond  voyage  to  Po¬ 
dor,  in  informing  myfelf  of  the  natural 
hiftory  of  the  country  $  it  likewife  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  verify  and  correct  an  effential 
point  of  geography,  with  regard  to  the 
courfe  of  the  Niger,  of  which  we  know 
but  a  very  fmall  part  as  yet. 

In  failing  down  this  river,  the  winds  t 
were  as  favourable  to  us  as  they  had  been 
adverfe  in  afcending.  I  left  Podor  the 
17th  of  December,  and  arrived  the  2iftSenesal" 
at  the  idand  of  Senegal  5  fp  that  I  was 

*  This  obfervation  was  printed  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  the  memoirs  prefented  to  the  academy  by 
divers  learned  men,  pag.  605, 
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1749.  only  five  days  in  my  return,  whereas  I 
November,  j  been  nJneteen  Jn  going  tO  Podor. 

As  the  waters  decreafed,  they  left  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  a  ilime,  which  the 
Negroes  know  how  to  make  the  moil:  of ; 
for  they  had  fown  every  part  of  it  with 
large  millet,  tobacco  and  feveral  forts  of 
French  beans. 


I  not  ftay  long  upon  the  iiland  of 
*  1  January. Senegal  ;  for  I  left  it  the  nth  of  January 
voyage  to  the  enfuing  year,  to  return  a  fecond  time 
to  the  iiland  of  Goree,  where  I  arrived 
the  15th.  From  thence  I  was  to  make 
the  voyage  of  Gambia,  with  Meif.  de  k 
Brue  and  de  Saint  Jean  j  one  the  director 
of  the  fettlement  of  Senegal,  the  other  of 
the  iile  of  Goree.  They  were  going  to 
reftore  the  French  fadtory  of  Albreda, 
fituate  upon  this  river,  within  fix  or 
feven  leagues  of  its  mouth,  and  about 
fifty  from  the  iile  of  Goree.  Three 
Voyage  tove^s  ^et  fail  together  the  10th  of  Fe- 
icrth^of  bruary,  and  entered  the  river  Gambia 
February,  the  20th.  Its  mouth  does  not  begin, 

pro- 
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properly  fpeaking,  till  you  are  at  the  1750. 
point  of  the  bar  ;  though  its  bed  ad-  Febmary° 
vances  a  good  way  into  the  fea,  by 
means  of  the  fand  banks  or  flats  betwixt 
the  ifland  of  birds  and  cape  St.  Mary. 

The  cape  is  a  high  dand,  which  you 
leave  upon  your  right.  From  the  point 
of  the  bar  to  the  fadtory  of  Albreda,  the 
river  has  a  very  unequal  breadth;  in  fome 
places  it  is  a  league  over,  and  a  little  more 
in  others.  Its  banks  are  very  high,  and 
bordered  on  both  fides  with  tali  trees, 
which  plainly  fhew  the  goodnefs  of  the 
foil. 


We  caft  anchor  over  againft  the  fadtory,  They  aB- 
and  ftaid  a  few  days  in  the  road,  without  ^b°reda_ 
going  afhore.  There  we  lived  very  well :  f^,ryof 
the  negroes  brought  us  plenty  of  excellent  AIbreda» 
fi£h,  as  thornbacks,  foies,  monllrous  ofthe 
large  rock  fiih  and  a  great  many  tret-  ^rGam~ 
oyjiers  which  abound  in  that  river. 

*  See  the  natural  hiftory  of  bivalvous  fliells. 

Species  i.  oyjlers,  plate  14.  fig.  1. 
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1750.  Here  they  have  eveiy  thing  requiiite  for 
February,  faeir  fuftenance.  The  banks  of  the 

river  being  lined  with  mangroves,  they 
fatten  to  the  roots  thereof :  and  the 
fea  water  never  lofeth  its  faltnefs  in  this 
fpot.  What  is  very  extraordinary,  every 
where  elfe,  oytters  are  ioofened  from  rocks  ; 
here  they  are  gathered  upon  trees  !  At 
low  water,  they  are  left  bare,  and  feen 
hanging  at  their  roots.  This  is  what 
made  fome  voyagers,  who  had  feen  the 
like  in  America,  affirm,  that  they  per¬ 
ched  upon  trees.  The  Negroes  have  not 
ib  much  difficulty  as  one  would  imagine, 
in  gathering  them  5  they  need  only  to 
cut  off  the  branch,  to  which  the  oytters 
are  fattened.  A  fmgle  root  bears  fome- 
times  upwards  of  two  hundred  ;  and 
if  it  has  feveral  branches,  it  forms  a 
clutter  which  one  man  would  find 
difficult  to  carry.  The  fhells  of  thefe 
oytters  differ  from  thofe  of  Europe,  be¬ 
ing  longer,  narrower  and  thinner;  but, 
as  to  the  delicacy  and  reliffi  of  the  meat* 
connoiffeurs  know  no  difference.  ' 


In 
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1750. 


In  this  voyage  I  was  witnefs  myfelf,  i<ebrua*> 
for  the  firft  time,  to  the  mifchief  done  ,Cioiid  of 

locmts. 


bylocufts,  thatfcourge,  fo  dreadful  to  hot 
climates.  The  third  day  after  our  ar¬ 
rival  we  we  re  ftill  in  the  road  $  when 
there  fuddenly  arofe  over  our  heads,  to¬ 
wards  eight  o'clock  in  ’the  morning,  a 
thick  cloud,  which  darkened  the  air  and 
deprived  us  of  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Every  body  was  furprized  at  fo  fudden  a 
change  in  the  Iky,  which  is  feldom  over- 
eaft  in  this  feafon :  but  we  foon  found 
that  it  was  owing  to  a  cloud  of  locufts, 
railed  about  twenty  or  thirty  fathoms 
from  the  ground,  and  covering  an  extent 
of  feveral  leagues,  upon  which  it  pou¬ 
red  a  fhower  of  thofe  infedts,  which 
fell  to  devouring  while  they  refted  them- 
felves,  and  then  refumed  their  flight. 
This  cloud  was  brought  by  a  very 
ftrong  eaft  wind ;  it  was  all  the  morn¬ 
ing  in  paffing  over  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try  5  and  we  imagined  that  the  fame 

wind 


i6o 
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175°.  wind  drove  the  locufts  into  the  fea.  They 
feb.r.!,.-rjl  fpread  defolation  wherever  they  came : 
after  devouring  the  herbage,  with  the 
fruits  and  leaves  of  trees,  they  attacked 
even  the  buds  and  the  very  bark  :  they 
did  not  fo  much  as  fpare  the  reeds, 
with  which  the  huts  were  thatched, 
notwithftanding  that  thefe  were  fo 
dry  :  in  fhort,  they  did  all  the  mif- 
chief  that  can  be  dreaded  from  fo  vo¬ 
racious  an  infedh  I  took  a  great 
number  of  them,  which  are  ftill  to 
be  feen  in  my  cabinet :  they  were  in- 
tirely  brown,  of  the  breadth  and 
length  of  one's  linger,  and  armed  with 
two  ftrong  jaw  bones,  dented  like  a 
faw.  Their  wings  were  much  longer 
than  thofe  of  any  locufts  I  had  ever  feen 
before :  and  no  doubt,  but  it  was  owing 
to  the  iargenefs  of  thofe  wings,  that 

they 
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they  could  fly  with  fuch  eafe,  and  poife  1750. 
themfelves  in  the  air* 

One  would  not  imagine  that  fd  fliock-  People 
ing  an  infedd,  as  the  locuft,  fhould  locuiis* 

V  . 

ever  be  food  for  man.  And  yet  it  is  an 
undoubted  facfl,  that  in  feveral  parts 
this  country,  the  people  eat  of  it :  nay 
they  have  different  ways  of  drefling 
this  extraordinary  difh.  Some  pound 
them,  and  boil  them  with  milk ;  others 

only  broil  them  on  the  coals,  and  think 

'  **  "*■ 

them  excellent  food.  There  is  no  difputing 
of  taftes :  for  my  part  I  ihould  willing¬ 
ly  refign  whole  clouds  of  locufls  to  the 
Negroes  of  Gambia,  for  the  meaneft  of 
their  fifties. 

#  ..  J  ■  \  V 

One  thing  which  always  furprized  me,  A&ivityof 

&  "  .  1  ?  the  Tap  in 

is  the  prodigious  rapidity,  with  which  the  plants, 
fap  of  trees  repairs  any  lofs  they  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  fuftain  in  that  country  :  and  I  was 
never  more  aftonifhed,  than  when,  upon 
landing  four  days  after  that  terrible  invafion 

M  of 
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of  locufts,  I  faw  the  trees  covered  with 
new  leaves  ;  and  they  did  not  feem 
to  me  to  have  fuffered  much.  The 
herbs  bore  marks  of  the  devaluation 
fomewhat  longer  ;  but  a  few  days 
were  fuflicient  to  repair  all  the  mif- 
chief. 

The  people  inhabiting  the  country 
along  the  Gambia,-  are  Mandingoes 
or  Sofes,  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  their 
way.  Their  manner  of  life,  and  drefs, 
is  not  preferable  to  that  of  the  other 
.blacks;  but  their  huts  are  better  built; 
and  perhaps  they  are  are  obliged  for 
their  take  of  architecture  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  were  formerly  fettled  in 
thofe  parts.  The  walls  are  made  of  a 
fat  binding  clay,  which  foon  hardens. 
They  are  all  thatched  with  ftraw,  which 
hangs  down  to  another  little  wall  breaft- 
high;  and  this  makes  a  fmall  gallery 
round  the  hut,  where  they  are  flicker¬ 
ed  from  the  rays  of  the  fun.  The 

village 


to  SENEGAL,  &c.  163 

Village  having  taken  fire  a  little  after  my  1750. 

arrival,  the  walls  of  thofe  huts  that  with- _ 

flood  it5  were  partly  of  a  beautiful  red* 
and  partly  vitrified  by  the  violence  of  the 
fire :  at  a  difiance  they  feemed  to  be 
done  over  with  a  very  bright  enamel. 

The  hut  where  I  lodged  was  large  and 

O  O 

commodious,  but  as  dark  as  a  fubterra- 
neous  cavern,  even  at  noon-day,  becaufe  European 

.  ,  ,  3  .  .  ,  .  Swallows® 

it  had  no  other  opening  but  a  door  pier¬ 
ced  at  each  end.  Here  I  mufi  obferve 

5 

left  I  fhould  forget  it,  that  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  our  European  fwallows  reforted 
hither  every  evening,  and  paffed  the  night 
upon  the  rafters  ;  for5  as  I  have  elfewhere 
mentioned,  they  do  not  build  nefits  in 
this  country,  but  only  come  to  fpend  the 
winter. 

As  my  view  in  going  up  the  Gambia  ' 
was  to  make  experiments  in  natural 
hiftory,  I  wanted  a  lightfome  place  to 
perform  my  operations:  and  the  huts 

M  2  which 
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1750.  throughout  the  village  were  all  too  dark. 

1  en‘  1  contrived  therefore  to  make  ufe  of  a 
tamarind-tree  in  the  middle  of  the  garden, 
which  belonged  to  my  hut,  and  was 
planted  with  fine  orange,  citron,  papaws, 
and  other  fruit-trees.  I  made  an  inclo- 
fure  of  ft  raw  under  its  verdant  foliage, 
which,  befides  affording  me  a  cool  retreat, 
invited  the  feathered  chorifters  to  warble 

Cabinet  of  out  their  notes.  In  fhort,  it  was  a  real 

Gbfervati- 

•us.  cabinet  of  natural  philofophy,  and  I  quef- 
tion  whether  fo  rural  a  one  was  ever 
feen  before.  For  my  part,  the  memory 
thereof  is  ftill  dear  to  me,  becaufe  of  the 
knowledge  I  thereby  acquired  of  an  in¬ 
finite  multitude  of  new  and  curious  plants, 
the  growth  of  this  country,  which  is 
doubtlefs  one  of  the  fineft  fpots  of  all 
Africa. 

t 

Fertility  of  The  foil  is  rich  and  deep,  and  amazing- 

the  coun-);  r  7  o 

trr*  ly  fertile:  it  produces  fpontaneoufly  and  al- 
moft  without  cultivation, all  the  neceffaries 
of  life,  as  grain,  fruits,  legumes,  and  roots. 

On 
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On  the  high  and  fomewhat  drier  grounds  1750. 

c  •  r  c  Feb. 

you  lee  guavas,  acajous,  two  lorts  ot  papaws3 . 
with  orange  and  citron  trees  of  exquifite 
beauty :  I  meafured  fome  myfeif  that  were 
above  five  and  twenty  feet  high,  and  a 
foot  and  a  half  the  diameter  of  the  trunk. 

The  roots  of  manioc,  igname,  and  ba- 
tatee  multiply  greatly  in  open  places.  The 
black  and  moift  clays  are  taken  up  with 
forefts  of  banana’s,  at  the  feet  of  which 
both  pepper  and  ginger  grow.  Every  thing 
matures  to  perfection,  and  is  excellent  in 
its  kind.  They  likewife  make  a  great 
deal  of  date  wine,  which  is  very  delicious. 

The  pepper  of  this  place  is  not  the  Pepper- 
fame  as  that  of  India.  It  is  a  round  ber¬ 
ry  about  the  bignefs  of  hemp- feed,  which 
ripens  to  a  red  colour,  and  has  a  fweetifii 
tafte.  It  contains  a  feed  of  the  fhape  and 
bignefs  of  a  grain  of  cabbage,  but  very 
hard,  and  in  tafte  like  aromatic  pepper, 
which  has  an  agreeable  poignancy.  This 
fruit  grows  in  fmall  bunches  on  a  fhrub 

M  3  three. 
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1750.  three  or  four  feet  high,  whofe  thin  fuppie 
,.-_Ffcb\  branches  are  furnifhed  with  oval  leaves, 
pointed  at  the  ends,  very  greafy,  and 
pretty  much  like  thofe  of  the  privet  or 
prime  print. 

Culture  of  Rice  is  alrnoft  the  only  grain  fown 
at  Gambia-  in  the  lands  overflown  by 
the  rains  of  the  high  feafon.  The  negroes 
cut  all  thefe  lands  with  fmall  caufeys, 

which  with-hold  the  waters  in  fuch  a  man- 

>  * 

ner,  that  their  rice  is  always  moifiened. 
They  had  got  in  their  crop  long  before 
my  arrival ;  fo  that  the  rice  fields  in  the 
month  of  February  were  a  fort  of  drained 
moraflfes,  on  which  grew  a  few  wild  herbs, 
shjn'ng  Every  night  we  faw  {joining  flies,  which 
flew  on  all  fides;  and,  wherever  theypaf- 
fed,  they  diffufed  a  light  fimilar  to  that 
of  twinkling  ftars.  I  walked  there  feve- 
ral  times  at  night  fall,  and  perceived  that 
they  came  out  of  crevices  or  gaps  formed 
in  that  marfhv  foil  when  dried  by  the 

J  J 

fun,  and  in  which  they  had  made  their 

nefts. 
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nefts.  I  obferved  alfo,  that  thofe  which  1790. 
had  wings,  emitted  light  as  well  as  thofe 1  eb' 
which  had  none  3  contrary  to  what  we 
fee  in  France,  where  the  former  have 
not  this  advantage.  In  fhort,  they  flew 
about  only  for  three  or  four  hours  at  the 
moft,  after  which  they  returned  to  their 
holes.  I  gathered  a  great  number  of 
them,  which  I  kept  for  fome  days  in 
fmall  phials,  where  they  gave  a  light  fo 
long  as  they  lived  ;  but  it  grew  dim  in 
proportion  as  the  infedt  drew  towards  its 
end.  This  little  creature  is  improper¬ 
ly  called  a  glow-worm  or  fire-fly;  flnce 
it  is  neither  a  worm  nor  fly  ;  but  a  fmall 
beetle,  of  a  brown  colour,  and  its  body 
flat  and  fcaly,  like  that  of  other  beetles. 

Its  wings  are  covered  with  two  cafes, 
alfo  fcaly,  tho’  very  foft.  The  light  with 
which  it  is  furni(hed,is  lodged  only  in  the 
three  laft  rings  of  its  body;  and  fome 
motion  muft  be  imprefled  on  them,  for 
the  light  to  fhew  itfelf  outwardly. 

M  4 


Leaving 


1 68 


W ood  of 
Gambia. 


A  VOYAGE 
Leaving  the  river,  we  found  a  rich 
foil,  of  red  fand,  extremely  fine,  and 
unconceivably  fruitful  :  this  appears  by 
the  trees  with  which  it  is  covered.  Here 
you  fee  thickets  impenetrable,  not  becaufe 
of  the  thorns,  for  there  are  very  few  ; 
but  by  reafon  the  trees  ft  and  fo  clofe  : 
among  the  reft  I  met  with  fome  wild 
vines,  not  unlike  the  European.  There 
you  behold  a  foreft  of  lofty  trees,  bend¬ 
ing  under  the  weight  of  the  cijf'us s 
(i),  which  would  be  called  ivy  in  A- 
merica,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  fallen  themfelves,  afcending  and 

delcending,  intertwined  with  each  o- 

• 

ther,  and  fceming  to  bend  downwards 

and  to  fubmit  their  branches,  juft  like  the 

*  * 

tackling  of  a  fhip  in  regard  to  its  yards 
and  mails.  It  was  in  thefe  fine  fields  I 
beheld  thofe  trees  of  fuch  prodigious  di- 


(i)  Cereo  affinis  fcandcns  planta  aphylla  ;  caule 
rotundo,  articulato,  glabro,  fucculento,  faturatp 
viridi.  Sloan .  Jam.  l  ei.  ii.  tab.  224.  jig.  3  b*  4. 

menfi- 
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menfions,  viz.  father  Plumier’s  ceybd's  t  c^o. 
(2).  which,  as  I  have  elfewhere  ol>  1<eb“ 
ferved^  the  negroes  ol  Senegal  call  ben- 
ten. 

The  benten  furpaffes  all  the  trees  of  Benten  a 
Senegal  111  height,  as  the  calabafh-tree  prodigious 
furpafies  them  in  thicknefs.  There  are  nsighu 
fome  a  hundred  and  ten,  and  even  a 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  high,  the  trunk 
of  which  is  from  eight  to  ten  feet  at 
the  mo  ft  in  diameter,  and  extremely 
eredt ;  between  the  root  and  branches,  it  is 
fifty  or  fixty  feet,  and  oftentimes  more,  in 
length.  The  chamferings  or  kind  of 
fmall  wings,  which  fometimes  grow  the 
whole  length  of  the  trunk,  do  not  in  the 
leaft  diminifh  the  beauty  of  its  white  bark, 
nor  the  boldnefs  with  wdiich  it  carries  its 
round  fpreading  top.  It  is  of  this  tree  the 

1  °  1  .  made  of  at, 

negroes  make  their  pirogues ,  by  hollow¬ 
ing  its  trunk  5  the  wood  being  very  foft, 

* 

(2)  Ceyba  viticis  folio  caudice  glabro.  Plum. 

'pm.  fag.  42. 

denfe„ 

t .  .  y 
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T750.  denfe,  and  extremely  light.  Thofe  who 
Fcb-  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Gambia  being 
poffeffed  of  the  largeft  bentens ,  make 
like  wife  the  largeft  pirogues  :  they  have 
fome  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  long,  and 
from  four  to  five  feet  in  breadth,  and 
fome  what  lefs  in  depth. 

/  • 

Farobier.  The  farobier  is  another  large  tree  alio 
as  common  as  the  benten ,  but  of  quite  a 
different  ufe,  becaufe  of  the  hardnefs  and 
weight  of  the  wood.  The  negroes  are 
very  fond  of  its  fruit,  which  is  a  kind  of 
cod  or  hulk  like  that  of  a  French  bean, 
but  above  a  foot  in  length,  contain¬ 
ing  a  black  flat  feed,  like  large  lentils, 
enveloped  in  a  yellow  farinaceous  fub- 
ftance.  This  fruit  frequently  ferves 

them  inftead  of  every  other  fuftenance, 
especially  when  they  travel :  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  good,  and  nourishing  ;  and 

taites  much  like  the  beft  ginger- bread 
cake0 
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1750, 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  village  of  A  I-  ___ 
breda,  I  faw  a  wild  fig-tree  of  an  ex-  ^'^Ui 
traordin^ry  fhape  and  fize,  Jt  was  nottrC£r 
very  high  3  but  its  trunk  was  about 
ten  feejt  diameter,  and  cut  with  fo  ma¬ 
ny  chamferings,  that  it  feemed  to  be 
compofed  of  feveral  trees,  whofe  trunks  , 
joined  to  each  other,  moil  of  them 
fpreading  chiefly  more  towards  the  roots, 
where  they  formed  a  kind  of  buttrefs. 

This  trunk  was  not  above  fifteen  feet 
high,  but  it  was  divided  into  feveral 
large  branches,  well  covered  with  leaves, 
which  made  it  very  agreeable,  as  it  af¬ 
forded  a  moil  refreshing  fhade.  The  wii*t  a 
inhabitants  had  pitched  upon  this  fpot caldt  iS~ 
to  build  a  calde,  that  is,  a  public  hall. 

This  confided  of  a  floor  railed  two  or 
three  feet  above  the  earth,  and  compofed 
of  feveral  forked  fhoots  planted  near  to 
one  another,  over  which  crofs  flioots  were 
laid.  The  whole  was  covered  with  hur¬ 
dles  put  clofe  together,  and  fome  mats 
,  ) ' '  ■ 

over 
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1750.  over  them.  This  was  the  place  where 
r.._.  1  ~Jt  their  affemblies  were  held :  here  the  la¬ 
zy  and  the  indolent  met  to  fmoke  and 
converfe ;  here  the  news- mongers  fat 
loitering  ;  in  a  word,  here  they  tranfadt- 
ed  all  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  the 
village. 

* 

Frogs.  jt  ;s  not  at  ap  farprizing  that  in  a 
moift  country  there  fhould  be  plenty  of 
frogs  :  but  furely  I  had  great  reafon  to 
be  furprifed,  not  having  met  as  yet  with 
any  in  all  my  excurfions.  From  Po- 
dor  to  Gambia,  which,  including  the 

ifle  of  Senegal,  and  that  of  Goree,  with 

« 

IJortudal  and  feveral  other  places  where 
I  had  been,  contains  a  fpace  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  and  a  coun¬ 
try  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with,  I 
had  as  yet  feen  none  but  toads.  It 
was  in  a  well,  which  had  been  dug 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  village  of  Albreda, 
that  I  difeovered  the  firft  frogs :  and  thefc 
could  not  get  away  fiom  thence^  the 

borders 
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borders  being  raifed  fix  feet,  and  cut  1790. 
vertically.  I  faw  none  except  in  Feh' 
this  well,  which  contained  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  multitude  of  them,  that,  when 
they  rofe  above  the  water,  they  abfo- 
lutely  hid  the  whole  furface  of  it, 
covering  one  another  over  again,  near¬ 
ly  in  the  fame  manner  as  tiles  are  laid 

j 

on  the  tops  of  houfes.  Their  bo¬ 
les  were  fmaller,  but  more  compadl 
than  thofe  of  our  European  frogs  ;  their 
colour  was  green,  agreeably  variega¬ 
ted  with  black  fpots  ;  fo  that  I  look¬ 
ed  upon  them  as  a  very  particular 
fpecies. 

Botany,  and  every  other  branch  of 
natural  hiftory,  had  greatly  improved 
under  my  care  in  this  fruitful  country  * 
and  I  fhould  have  confiderably  added  to 
my  ftore  of  obfervations,  if  I  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  continue  there  for  anv  time  :  but 

j 

the  circumftances,  and  difficulties  attend¬ 
ing  a  new  fettlement,  prevented  my  tar- 

tying 


\ 
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1750.  ry^nS  any  l°nger-  I  therefore  fet  hut 
Marca>  on  the  1 2th  of  March  upon  my  return 

Mardf  toGoree,  along  with  the  direftorsof  that 
He  returns  ifland,  and  of  Senegal,  who  had  taken 
hia  to  the  care  that  I  fhould  want  for  nothing 

ille  of  Go-  _  b  & 

ice.  while  I  was  at  Gambia. 


Prodigious  Our  pafiage  was  tedious,  fo  that  v/e  had 
full  leifure  to  take  a  very  near  view 
of  two  whales,  which  we  had  feen  al¬ 
ready  in  our  firft  voyage.  They  fol¬ 
lowed  us  a  great  deal  longer  in  this,  and 
we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  fports 
and  majeftic  movements  of  thofe  mon- 
ftrous  animals,  which  amufed  '  us  with 
their  company,  only  when  they  did  not 
come  too  near  our  veffel.  1  reckoned  their 
length  to  have  been  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty-five  or  fixty  feet :  the  part  of 
their  back  which  they  held  always  a- 
bove  water,  was  twelve  feet  long,  and 
from  four  to  five  broad,  without  reck¬ 
oning  the  head,  which  it  raifed  fome- 
times  for  refpiration,  but  made  no  paore 

noife 
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jioife  than  a  horfe,  that  puffs  and  blows  1750. 
when  he  is  drinking.  They  did  not„_— 
throw  water  out  of  their  noftrils,  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of  all  blowing  whales, 
which  are  alfo  very  common  in  the 
tropic  feas :  in  fhort,  I  faw  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  fins  on  their  back.  No  doubt 
but  a  vertebre  of  fourteen  inches  diame- 
:  ter  and  eight  high,  which  I  had  occa- 


fion  to  fee  afterwards  on  the  fea  fhore* 

:  with  foitie  ribs  upwards  of  ten  feet  in 
length,  mu  ft  have  formerly  belonged  to 
this  fpecles  of  whale.  Some  perhaps' 
will  be  furprized  that  I  Chou  Id  take  no- 
i  tice  of  thefe  animals,  when  I  have  'nothing 

<  where  the  negroes  are  neither  defirous 
1  nor  accuftomed  to  fifh  for  them  3  and 
\  as  there  is  no  probability  that  there  ever 
will  be  any  feen  nearer,  or  more  con¬ 
veniently  than,  thefe  were  beheld  by 
me  ;  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communi- 
'  cate  the  prefent  remarks,  in  order  to  fhew 

how 


:  more  particular  to  fay  about  them :  yet, 
as  they  are  to  be  found  in  latitudes 
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1750.  how  large  the  whales  of  the  torrid  zone 

o  rr  h 

_ _L.are,  fuppofing  them  to  be  a  diftindt  fort 

from  thofe  of  the  northern  climates. 


nnnous. 


trcmeiy  iu-  By  day  we  were  diverted  with  the 
whales,  and  by  night  with  the  luftre 
of  the  fea.  As  foon  as  the  fun  dipped 
beneath  the  horizon,  and  night  overfpread 
the  earth  with  darknefs,  the  fea  lent  us 
its  friendly  light.  While  the  prow  of  our 
vefiel  ploughed  the  foaming  furges,  it 
feemed  to  fet  them  all  on  fire  :  thus  we 
failed  in  a  luminous  inclofure,  which  fur- 
rounded  us  like  a  large  circle  of  rays, 
from  whence  darted  in  the  wake  of  the 
fhip  a  long  ftream  of  light,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  us  to  the  ifle  of  Goree,  where 
we  landed  the  twenty-third  of  the  fain 
month. 


c% 

V 


The  23d 
he  arrives 
at  the 
iflandof 
Goree. 


Inftead  of  returning  diredtly  to  the 
ifland  of  Senegal,  I  refolved  to  (lay  at 
Goree,  in  order  to  complete  the  obfer- 
vations  on  plants,  and  particularly  on 

{hells 
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Ihells  and  other  fea  bodies,  which  had  1750. 
efcaped  me  in  my  two  former  voyages. 

It  was  then  the  fifth  feafon,  at  lea  ft,  for 
fifti  of  a  moderate  fize.  The  fea  feem» 
ed  to  be  full  of  the  latter :  when  they 
happened  to  be  purfued  by  the  large 
ones,  you  might  fee  them  in  fholes  ap¬ 
proaching  towards  land ;  and  oftentimes 
they  ran  aftiore.  Some  of  thofe  fiioles  s;;o!es  of 

J  nih. 

were  fifty  fathoms  fquare,  and  the  fifti¬ 
es  crowded  together  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  roll  upon  one  another,  without 
being  able  to  fwim.  As  loon  as  the 
negroes  perceive  them  coming  towards 
land,  they  jump  into  the  water,  with 
a  bafket  in  one  hand  to  catch  the 
fifti,  and  fwim  with  the  oilier.  It  is 
curious  to  behold  them  in  this  uneaft/ 
attitude,  penetrating  through  the  finny 
fwarm  ;  they  need  only  to  plunge  and 
to  lift  up  their  balkets,  and  they  are 
lure  to  return  loaded  with  fifn. 


N 
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March.  T  r 

— — - —  was  preient  at  a  very  extraordinary 

nary "  caPture  °f  fifh  made  the  fame  month, 
,ng*  on  the  coaft  of  Ben.  within  a  league  of 
tlie  ifland  of  Goree,  by  the  company  be¬ 
longing  to  one  of  the  French  Eaft-India 
lhips,  which  had  anchored  in  the  road, 
i  hey  had  only  a  net  of  about  fixty 
fathoms,  which  they  threw  at  a  venture 
into  the  fea  ;  for  they  were  not  fo  lucky 
as  to  efpy  any  of  thofe  {holes  of  f  fli¬ 
es:  yet  they  had  fuch  furprifing  fuc- 
cefs,  that  the  fhore  was  covered,  the 
whole  length  of  the  net,  with  the  fi/h 
they  caught,  though  the  net  was  in  a 
bad  condition.  I  reckoned  part  of  them, 
and  judged,  that  they  might  in  all  be 
upwards  of  fix  thoufand,  the  leaf  of 
them  as  large  as  a  fine  carp.  There 
you  might  fee  pilchards,  rock-fifh,  mul¬ 
lets  or  gull-fifh  of  different  forts ;  mole- 
bats,  with  other  fifhes  very  little  known. 
Tne  negroes  of  the  neighbouring  vil¬ 
lage  took  each  their  load,  and  the  /hip’s 
crew  filled  their  boat  till  it  was  rea¬ 
dy 
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dy  to  fink,  leaving  the.  reft  on  the  fea- 
fhore.  In  any  other  country,  fuch  a 
capture  of  fi(h  would,  without  all  doubt, 
jpafs  for  a  miracle. 


17  9 
1750. 

March. 


I  have  already  obferved  that,  in  the  Avery 
ifland  of  Goree,  there  is  a  low  land  fomSb  in- 
called  Savana.  There  I  lodged  in  a 
hut  of  itraw,  built  in  the  negroe  man¬ 
ner  :  it  was  new  when  I  went  into  it; 
but  in  lefs  than  a  month  you  might 
fee  through  it.  I  inquired  into  the 
caufe  of  this,  which  I  found  to  be  as 
follows.  The  earth  hereabouts  was  all 
filled  with  a  fpecies  of  white  ant,  called 
bag -vague,  different  from  that  which  I 
have  elfe  where  defcribed.  This,  here, 
inftead  of  railing  pyramids,  continues 
buried  under  ground,  and  never  makes 
itfelf  known  but  by  finall  cylindrical 
galleries,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  goo fe  quill, 
which  it  eredts  againft  the  Several  bo¬ 
dies  it  defigns  to  attack.  Thefe  galle¬ 
ries  are  formed  of  earth  with  infinite 
delicacy  of  workmanship.  The 

N  2 


vag- 


vagues 


fiBo 

'7  5°- 

March. 
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vague s  make  ufe  of  them,  as  of  co¬ 
vert-ways,  to  work  without  being  feen: 
and  whatever  they  fatten  themfelves 
to,  whether  it  be  leather,  cloth,  lin- 
nen,  books  or  wood,  it  is  furely  gnaw¬ 
ed  and  confumed.  I  fhould  have 
thought  myfelf  pretty  well  off,  had 
they  only  attacked  the  reeds  of  my 
hut  ;  but  they  pierced  through  a  trunk 
which  flood  on  treftles  a  foot  above 
the  ground,  and  gnawed  moft  of  my 
books.  Even  my  bed  was  not  fpar_ 
ed,  and  tho’  I  took  care  every  even¬ 
ing  to  beat  down  the  galleries,  yet 
they  were  frequently  ere&ed  again,  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  up  to  my 
bolder ;  and  the  vag-vagues  got  into 
the  bed,  where,  after  cutting  the  linnen 
and  mattrefs,  they  came  to  my  fletti 
and  bit  me  moft  cruelly.  I  fhall  be 
excufed  from  mentioning  the  fwell- 
ings  and  acute  pains  which  followed. 
Their  fize  is  hardly  bigger  than  that 
of  our  large  European  ants  ;  yet  they 

are 
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are  of  fuch  a  confutation,  that  neither  1750. 
foft  nor  filt  water,  nor  vinegar,  nor  March* 
any  other  ftrong  liquors,  with  which 
I  often  covered  the  floor  of  my  cham- 
her,  were  able  to  deftroy  them ;  fo  that 
every  method  I  took  to  extirpte  the 
breed  proved  ineffectual.  The  infinite 
havock  which  thefe  infects  make,  has  fet 
people  upon  thinking  of  different  con¬ 
trivances  to  exterminate  them.  Among 
others,  arfenic  has  been  propofed  as  an 
infallible  remedy  ;  but  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  advife  and  much  lets 
to  pradiie  it.  If  fire  was  not  apt 
to  caufe  greater  mifchief  than  that  a- 
rifing  from  the  vag-vagi/es ,  it  would 
be  a  cheaper  and  more  effe&ual  reme¬ 
dy;  for  we  feldom  fee  thofe  infeds,  in 
places  that  have  undergone  this  opera¬ 


tion. 


T  _ _  r  -5 


rnuft  confefs,  they  contributed  to  a  con- 


flderable 
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i  y  50.  fiderable  number  of  obfervations;  and  were 

March.  thc  caufe  0f  a  frequent  repetition  of  expe¬ 
riments,  which  perhaps  I  fhould  other  wife 
have  performed  but  very  feldom.  My 
room  was  full  of  pails  of  fea  water, 
where  I  conftantly  kept  live  fifh,  which 
in  the  night  time  emitted  a  light,  not 
unlike  that  of  phofphorus.  The  mugs  full 
of  fhells,  and  even  the  fifh  that  lay  dead 
on  the  table,  gave  the  fame  light.  All 
thefe  illuminations  put  together,  and  re¬ 
flected  upon  different  parts  of  the  room, 
made  it  appear  as  if  it  was  on  fire  ;  and 
I  mull  own,  that  I  was  of  that  opinion  the 
fir  ft  time  I  faw  this  firange  phenome¬ 
non:  for  it  made  the  impreffion  on  me, 
which  it  is  natural  for  every  man  to 
feel  in  the  like  cafe.  The  vag-vagues , 
by  awaking  me  fuddenly  out  of  my 
fleep,  renewed  my  fright,  much  oftener 
than  I  could  have  wifhed  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  :  but  my  apprehenfion  gradual¬ 
ly  ceafed,  by  feeing  the  thing  often  re¬ 
peated  ;  till  I  at  length  received  a  plea- 

fure 
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fare  from  this  extraordinary  fight.  What  1750. 
was  mo  ft  engaging,  each  full  fhewed  March~ 
itfelf  plainly  to  the  eye,  by  the  light 
emitted  from  its  body  5  and  the  fame 
effedt  was  produced  by  the  (hells  and 
other  fea  bodies  which  I  had  with  me; 
even  the  pails  themfelves  looked  like 
a  burning  furface.  This  was  not  all : 
every  day  the  fight  was  new,  becaufe 
I  had  new  fifties  and  new  (hells  to 
obferve  :  now  it  was  a  pilchard,  now  a 
molebat :  one  time  a  purple  fifti,  an¬ 
other  time  a  periwinkle :  one  time  a 
polypus,  a  crab,  or  a  ftar-fifh,  that  (hew_ 
ed  its  luminous  rays  in  the  dark  : 
in  ftiort,  I  perfectly  diftinguifhed  the 
fhape  of  all  thofe  different  fifties,  by 
rays  of  light,  which  darted  from  every 
part  of  their  bodies ;  and,  as  I  could 
place  them  in  a  thoufand  different  po~ 
fitions,  I  had  it  in  my  power,  to  give 
an  infinite  variety  to  this  beautiful  il¬ 
lumination. 


N  4 
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Extraordi 
narv  acci- 

J 

dent. 


When  the  vag-vagues  obliged  me  to 
quit  this  glittering  manfton,  and  to  look 
for  relief  abroad,  the  angry  ocean  pre- 
fented  me  with  the  fame  phenomenon 
in  great.  The  foaming  billows  feemed 
to  metamorphose  themfelves  into  moun¬ 
tains  of  lire,  and  exhibited  to  my  view 
a  moil  amazing  fpedlacle,  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  exciting  admiration  than  fear,  even 
in  the  minds  of  perfons  expofed  to  their 
fury. 


Notwithstanding  the  fea  about  the 
iflar.d  of  Goree  was  moft  violently 
agitated  at  this  time,  in  confluence 
of  the  vernal  equinox,  yet  I  eroded  it 
very  often  in  a  fmall  boat,  in  going 
over  to  the  continent.  One  day  I 
was  bound  for  Cape  Bernard,  I  had 
like  to  have  loft  my  life.  This  cape 
is  not  above  the  third  part  of  a  league  from 
Goree ,  and  this  was  the  firft  time  I 
thought  of  landing  there.  At  a  dis¬ 
tance 


March. 
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tance  it  feenied  to  me,  as  if  it  form-  1750, 
ed  a  creek,  fomewhat  like  a  fmall 
hayen 3  and  I  made  no  doubt,  but  I 
fhould  be  able  to  get  on  (bore  with 
all  eafe :  but  the  nearer  I  drew,  the 

i  ' 

more  difficult  I  found  it  3  for  the  furf 
ran  fo  high,  that  I  could  fee  no  fafe 
place  to  land.  During  this  uncer¬ 
tainty,  the  waves  were  driving  us 
towards  fhore  3  when  all  of  a  hid¬ 
den  I  faw  myfelf  invironed  by  a  huge 
forge,  which  threw  the  boat  upon  a 
rock  where  it  overfet  !  Luckily  I  did 
not  lofe  my  prefence  of  mind,  notwith¬ 
standing  this  dilafter  3  and,  as  the  boat 
overfet,  it  Luck  to  the  rock,  where 
it  was  fupported  like  an  arch,  under 
which  my  two  negroes  made  their  ef- 
cape.  I  did  not  wait  for  another  wave 
to  come  and  fet  it  right  again,  and 
perhaps  to  overwhelm  me,  which  would 
have  inevitably  happened  :  bat  I  made 
ufe  of  my  legs,  to  get  to  the  further 
end  of  the  beach,  where  I  walked 


m 
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.  in  the  fun  to  dry  myfelf,  and  that 

__  all  the  harm  I  fuffered. 

\ 

Hitherto  no  difficulty  had  been  able 
to  hop  me  in  my  carrier  ;  yet  this 
accident,  together  with  the  fea-fick- 
nefs  with  which  I  was  always  afflicted, 
occafioned  me  to  make  very  ferious 
reflections,  on  the  rifles  I  underwent, 
in  crofting  every  day  from  Goree  to 
the  continent,  on  board  fo  fmall  a 
veffiel.  M.  de  Saint  Jean,  director  of 
the  ifland,  having  the  greateft  regard 
for  me,  and  even  more  than  I  had  for 
myfelf,  was  defirous  to  prevent  the 
trouble  and  danger  to  which  I  expofed 
myfelf  daily:  for  which  reafon  he  propofed 
to  the  mafler  of  Ben,  a  fmall  village  on 
the  continent,  within  a  league  north  of 
Goree,  to  entertain  me  at  his  houfe, 
and  to  procure  me  all  neceflary  fafe- 
guards  in  walking  over  his  lands,  or 
in  any  other  excurfion  I  fhould  chufe  to 

make. 


TO  SENEGAL,  &c. 
make.  This  negro  lord,  having  a  very 
hio-h  affection  for  the  French  nation,  was 


187 

1750. 

April. 


overjoyed  at  the  opportunity  of  enter¬ 
taining  a  native  of  that  country  for  fome 
months.  The  24th  of  April,  upon  ar-  24.  April, 

The  au- 

riving  at  the  village,  1  found  a  very  con-  fhor  goes 
venient  hut,  which  he  had  lately  built  in  the  vil- 
for  his  own  uie.  It  was  ini  rounded  among  the 
by  feveral  courts  and  gardens,  where  nesioes“ 
he  had  likewife  got  a  fmall  but  light 
clofet  for  me,  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
I  had  defired  on  account  of  my  ob- 
fervations.  Nothing  could  be  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  my  purpofe,  than  the  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation  of  the  village.  Oil 
the  one  fide,  the  fea  furnifhed  me  with 
every  thing  I  could  with  in  regard  to 
fifties  and  fhelis ;  and  on  the  other  I 
had  plains,  a  confiderable  foreft,  and,  two 
leagues  further,  the  mountains  of  Cape 
Verd.  Here  I  had  an  ample  field  for 
my  curiofity,  as  well  concerning  plants,  as 
£very  fpecies  of  animals. 

"  i 
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_  This  is  quite  a  fandy  country  like 

the  neighbourhood  of  Senegal  ;  but  it 
forms  a  more  rifing  ground.  Befides  the 
fame  plants,  it  produces  a  great  number  of 
others  particular  to  itfelf ;  and  a  vaft  ma- 
Mcnftrcus  ny  acaciae  and  calabalh  trees.  Going 
uees.  irom  Ben  to  Cape  Verd,  1  met  upon  the 
road,  about  half  way,  with  two  of  the 
latter  dill  larger  than  thofe  I  had  ad¬ 
mired  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  if- 
land  of  Senegal.  I  meadired  their  trunks 
with  a  packthread,  and  found  the  one 
to  be  leventy-four  feet,  and  the  other 
feventv-feven  in  circumferrence,  that  is., 
upwards  of  five  and  twenty  feet  dia¬ 
meter.  Thefe  were  the  thicked  I  ever 
faw  of  the  kind :  and  as  Africa  may 
boaft  of  producing  the  larged  of  ani¬ 
mals,  viz.  the  odrich  and  the  elephant; 
fo  it  may  be  laid,  not  to  degenerate  with 
regard  to  vegetables,  lince  it  gives  birth 
to  calabafh  trees,  which  are  immenily 
larger  than  any  other  tree  now  exiding,  at 

lead 
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leaft  that  we  know  of;  and  probably  5750. 
the  larged  on  the  terreftrial  globe. 


April. 


I  law  on  the  branches  of  thofe  trees  Nells  of  an 

r  ,  .  ,  or  n,  •  .  extraordi- 

iome  birds  neits,  lo  vaitiy  capacious  asnai-yfize. 
to  fu rprize  me  as  much  as  the  trees 
themfelves  !  They  were  at  leaft  three  feet 
long,  and  refembled  ova!  baikets,  open 
below,  and  confufedly  Interwoven  with 
very  large  twigs.  I  had  not  the  plea- 
fare  of  feeing  the  birds  that  built  them  ; 
but  the  people  of  the  village  a  flu  red  me, 
they  had  pretty  much  the  figure  of 
that  kind  of  eagle  which  they  call  ntann . 

To  judge  of  the  fize  of  thofe  birds  by 
their  nefts,  they  cannot  be  much  Inferi¬ 
or  to  an  od rich. 


The  double  mountain  of  Cape  Verd  Country  in 

the  nerg^- 

was  the  only  land- mark  I  had,  to  deer  bourhood 
my  courfe  thro’  this  vaft  plain  5  for  the  Verd.P 
fends  were  tolled  fo  impetuoufly  from  one 
place  to  another  by  the  winds,  that  it  was 

irn- 
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1750.  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  any  path  or  trace 
whatever:  and  even  the  eminences,  which 
I  met  now  and  then,  ferved  only  to  be¬ 
wilder  me  and  my  negroes,  by  being  fo 
uniform.  The  only  verdure  they  had  up¬ 
on  them,  was  fome  fhrubs  known  in  India 
by  the  name  of  boh  de  renette  *.  Some* 
times  I  walked  through  fpacious  fields, 
naturally  fown  with  a  kind  of  herb  bafil, 
peculiar  to  the  country.  But  what  feem- 
ed  worthy  of  obfervation  to  me,  was, 
wherever  it  grew,  it  was  very  thick ;  and 
that  very  rarely  any  other  plants  what¬ 
ever  could  be  feen  there,  not  even  on  thole 
fpots  that  were  thinned:  fown  •  as  if  the 
proximity  thereof  was  hurtful  to  them. 
This  herb  bafil  is  ligneous  and  lively  :  it 
forms  a  fhrub  two  feet  high,  whofe  Hem 
and  leaves  are  of  a  reddifh  green,  and  dif- 
fufe  a  citron  fragancy,  extremely  pleafing 
The  fands,  tho’  toft  to  and  fro  every 
inftant,  produced  a  great  many  other 

*  Dodonaea.  Linn.  hart.  ClijJ'.  148.  Staphylo- 
dendrum  foliis  lauri  anguftis.  Plum.  cat.  pag.  18. 

plants, 


♦ 


plants,  and  efpecially  dog-grafs,  with  1750. 

which  nearly  their  whole  furface  was  _ .  pnL 

covered. 

My  mofl:  ufaal  walk  was  in  the  foreft  Forefts  of 

palmetto 

of  Krampfane,  which  I  like  wife  called  the  trees- 
fored  of  palmetto  trees,  becaufe  indeed, 
there  is  hardly  any  other  to  be  feen  in  that 
neighbourhood.  It  begins  within  half  a 
league  or  the  village  of  Ben,  and  extends 
two  leagues  north-cad,  making  a  femi- 
circle,  and  paffing  within  a  quarter  of  a 
league  of  a  ruinous  village,  called  Mabao, 
fituate  on  the  fea-fhore  within  a  league  and 
a  half  of  Ben.  Its  breadth  is,  throughout, 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  league.  The  foil  is 
low,  and  in  feme  places  hollow  like  a 
canal,  and  feems  to  have  been  hereto- 
fore,  either  a  bafon  overflown  by  the 
ocean,  or  at  leaft  a  falt-pan,  which, 
in  drying  up,  retained  a  black  flimy 
fand,  from  wnence  tiie  rain  waters  im¬ 
bibe  a  fume  tafle,  that  prevents  their 
being  drinkable.  I  would  even  venture 
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to  affirm  that  this  canal  was  formerly  a 
branch  of  the  marigot  of  Kann,  whole 
communication  has,  without  all  manner  of 
doubt,  been  interrupted  by  a  fand-bank, 
which  the  winds  have  thrown  up  near  its 
mouth. 


•» 

Date  trees.  From  the  fide  towards  Ben,  as  far  as 
two  thirds  of  its  extent  in  length,  this 
foreft  conlills  intirely  of  date  trees,  at  the 
entrance  of  which  there  are  fmall  groves 
of  oily  palms :  in  the  other  part  you  fee  on¬ 
ly  the  latter  fort.  The  date  tree  of  this 
country  is  wild,  and  grows  without  any 
culture.  The  Serera  negroes  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Kaior,  which  includes  Cape  Verd, 
call  it  Kionkomm  and  the  natives  of  the 
country  of  Oualo,  towards  the  ifland  of 
Senegal,  give  it  the  name  of  Sor-for .  It 
feldom  rifes  higher  than  fiom  twenty  to 
thirty  feet:  its  trunk  is  round  and  up¬ 
right,  of  a  dun  colour,  and  fix  inches 
at  the  mod:  in  diameter.  From  the  top 
of  it  there  iffues  forth  a  duller  of  leaves 

from 
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From  eight  to  nine  feet  in  length,  which  1750, 
extend  all  round  like  a  parafol,  and  bend 
a  little  towards  the  earth.  The  bottom 
part  produces  an  infinite  number  of 
ftalks  like  that  of  the  middle ;  but  they 
feldorn  (hoot  fo  high  as  four  or  five  feet. 

Thefe  fialks  fpread  the  tree  very  conn- 
derably,  fo  that,  wherever  it  naturally 
grows  in  forefis,  you  find  it  difficult 
to  open  a  paffage  through  its  prickly 
leaves.  The  fruit  thereof  is  fhorter  than 
that  of  the  other  fort  of  date  tree  •  but 
the  pulp  is  much  thicker.  It  has  a 
fugary  and  agreeable  tafte,  infinitely 
fuperior  to  the  very  bed  dates  of  the 
Levant ;  perhaps  becaufe  it  ripens  better 
on  the  tree. 


The  oily  palm  ^  is  of  all  others 
that  which  {hoots  to  the  greateft 
height.  Here  are  fome  from  fixty  to 
eighty  feet  in  the  ftalk  ,  without 


*  Palma  altiffima,  non  fpinofa,  fru£tu  pruni- 
formi  minore,  racemofo,  fparfo.  Sloan  Jam.  voL  in 
tab .  215° 


o 


any 
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1550.  any  branches.  The  trunk  is  outwardly 
ApllL  black,  equally  large  through  the  whole 
length  of  it,  and  from  one  to  two  feet  in 
diameter.  Its  head  is  loaded  with  leaves 
pretty  much  like  the  date  tree.  It  bears  a 
round  fruit  the  fize  of  a  fmall  nut,  and 
covered  with  a  yellow  pulp  of  which  they 
make  the  palm  oil.  The  negroes  call  it 
tir . 


palm  wine.  &  1S  from  thefe  two  trees  they  extract 

the  palm  wine,  which  is  exactly  the  co¬ 
lour  of  whey.  There  are  feveral  me¬ 
thods  of  extracting  it :  the  firft  pradtifed 
by  the  negroes,  and  which  I  have  of¬ 
ten  followed,  after  their  example,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  date  tree  of  the  foreft  of 
Fu-ft  me-  Kram-pfane,  is  this  :  They  cut  a  ftalk  a 

thod  of  ex-  *  i  1  -1  -l  , 

traaing  it.  rew  inches  under  the  crown,  and  leave 
only  fome  leaves  {landing :  then  they  lay 
the  leaves  above  the  incificn,  and  fatten 
them  with  a  peg  to  the  tree.  The 
extremity  of  thofe  leaves  is  folded  af¬ 
terwards  into  a  calabash,  of  into  a  fmall 

earthen 
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earthen  pot,  narrow-mouthed,  and  fu-  1750, 
fpended  fd  as  not  to  quit  the  leaves^ -Apnl* 
or  to  fall.  By  this  method  the  fap 
which  iftues  from  the  ftalk,  diftills  a- 
long  the  leaves,  and  is  collected  together 
in  the  earthen  pot. 

The  fecond  method  of  extracting  the  Second 

0  method. 

palm  wine  confifts  in  making  a  round 
hole  under  the  head  of  the  tree,  inftead  of 
Cutting  it;  and  in  introducing  into  this  hole 
a  few  folded  leaves,  which  ferve  as  a  gut¬ 
ter  or  paftage  to  convey  the  liquor  into  the 
pot  or  veffel  faftened  to  it. 

Thefe  two  methods  are  eafy  to  praCtife 
in  regard  to  the  date  tree,  as  they  only 
make  an  incifion  in  the  ftalk,  which  is  not 
above  five  feet  high.  But  when  they  are 
obliged  to  extraCt  the  wine  from  a  very 
tall  tree,  as  from  the  oily  palm,  there  is 
a  great  deal  more  difficulty  in  the  ope¬ 
ration.  The  negroes  have  an  admirable 
way  of  doing  it.  They  take  a  girth 

O  2  of 
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I750,  of  the  bark  of  bauhiniay  or  of  the  leaves 
— - of  a  palmetto  tree,  dried  in  the  fun,  beat¬ 

en  and  twilled,  the  breadth  of  thrice  the 
thicknefs  of  one’s  finger.  At  one  end 
they  make  an  oilet-hole,  into  which 
they  put  a  little  flick  faftened  acrofs 
the  other  end,  to  ferve  as  a  button.  This 
girth  mud  be  neither  too  pliant  nor  too 
itiff,  but  fhould  have  a  fufficient  elafticity 
to  hinder  it  from  giving  way  too  much. 
It  makes  a  fort  of  circle  of  two  feet 
and  a  half  diameter;  and,  when  ftretch- 

t 

ed  by  the  man’s  body  and  the  tree, 
it  becomes  an  oval,  leaving  the  diftance 


negroes 
climb  the 
the  trees. 


Method  by  of  a  foot  and  a  half  between  both.  With 

which  the 

this  girth,  they  tie  themfelves  as  it  were 
to  the  oily  palm,  and  climb  up  at  fir  ft 
with  their  feet,' then  working  with  their 
hands  and  knees,  till  the  part  of  the  girth, 
faftened  to  the  tree,  becomes  lower  than 
that  which  fupports  their  reins  and  thighs, 
and  ferves  them  as  a  feat  'to  reft  upon  : 
then  they  draw  near  the  tree,  in  order 
to  raife  the  oppofite  end,  which  is  foon 

after 
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after  brought  down  below  the  part  that  1750. 
futtains  their  reins,  which  have  been 
raifed  by  working  with  the  feet  and 
knees.  The  girth  cannot  flip,  becaufe  it 
is  always  very  tight  between  the  man  and 
the  trunk,  and  the  latter  is  moreover  ve.ry 
rough.  In  this  manner  they  foon  get  to 
the  top :  there  they  fit  on  their  girth,  and, 
enjoying  the  liberty  of  their  arms,  they  firffc 
cut  the  bottom  of  thofe  fruits  which  they 
think  are  ripe;  then  fattening  them  to  cala- 
bafhes,  they  fill  thefe  with  wine,  and  let 
them  down  by  a  cord  :  for  they  never  for¬ 
get,  in  going  up,  to  carry  with  them  a  ban¬ 
doleer,  containing  every  thing  requifite  for 
this  kind  of  work;  fuch  as  a  cord,  a  knife, 
and  empty  calabafhes,  to  fupply  the  place 
of  thofe,  which  they  have  filled  with  li¬ 
quor.  When  they  want  to  come  down, 
they  go  a  contrary  way  to  work,  to 
what  they  did  in  climbing  up;  that  is, 
they  lower  the  girth  from  time  to  time 
inttead  of  raifing  it.  Their  quicknefs  and 
refolution,  in  this  toiifome  talk,  fhew 
plainly  how  fupple  and  dextrous  they 

O  3  mutt 
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1750.  muft  be:  for  it  is  never  mentioned  that 
ApnL  any  accident  has  happened  them;  and  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  but  the  breaking  of 
the  girth. 

This  kind  of  vintage  mud  coft  the 
negroes  very  little  trouble,  fince  their 
wine  is  fo  cheap,  that  you  have  above 
forty  pints  upon  the  fpot  for  ten  fous, 
arid  very  often  for  half  that  price.  It  is 
not  all  made  at  the  fame  time,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  making  wine  of  the 
juice  of  the  grape  in  temperate  countries. 
The  trees  furnifin  daily  but  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  this  liquor;  and  they  are  obliged 
to  confume  it  direftly,  became  it  foon 

Quality  of  grows  four.  The  negroes  do  not  drink 
this  wine.  ^  twenty  four  hours  after  it  is  drawn, 

that  is,  till  it  has  fermented  enough  to 
ftimulate  the  palate  agreeably.  It  is  drink¬ 
able  till  the  third  day,  but  then  it  grows 
heady,  and  there  is  danger  in  being  in¬ 
toxicated  with  it.  After  that  time  it  turns 
into  bad  vinegar,  which  foon  contracts 


an 
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an  abominable  fmeli.  For  my  part,  and  17  50, 
it  will  be  ever  the  fame  with  fuch  as  Ap"'/ 
delire  rather  delicacy  than  ftrength  in 
wine,  I  always  obferved  that  it  is  de¬ 
licious  when  new ;  and  the  newer  the 
better:  I  have  drunk  of  it  a  hundred 
times  out  of  the  calabalhes  fattened  to 
the  trees,  and  I  never  found  it  better 
than  immediately  after  it  is  firft  extracted  : 
then  it  has  every  good  quality  ;  which 
cannot  be  expedted  twelve  hours  after. 

It  has  as  fweet  a  tafte  as  is  requifite, 
heightened  oftentimes  with  a  light  tart- 
nefs,  extremely  grateful  to  the  palate. 

In  fhort,  the  only  fault  we  can  re¬ 
proach  this  liquor  with,  is  that  it  wnl 
not  keep  for  exportation  to  our  part  of 
the  world,  where  it  would  be  much  moie 
efteemed,  than  in  its  native  foil.  I 
mutt  own  notwithftanding  that,  as  pieaf- 
ing  as  this  wine  may  be,  yet  it  has  not 
the  good  qualities  of  the  juice  of  the 
grape.  In  what  condition  foever  it  may 

be  when  you  drink  it,  fweet  or  four, 

O  4  there 
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$750.  there  is  always  a  corrofive  quality  in  it ; 
~pulL_  at  leaft  I  have  reafon  to  pafs  this  judg¬ 
ment  upon  it,  after  having  made  it  my 
only  drink  during  the  fifteen  days  that 
I  flaid  at  Ben.  For,  fo  long  as  it  con¬ 
tinues  fweet,  it  is  not  dangerous,  what¬ 
ever  quantity  you  drink  of  it :  and  per¬ 
haps  I  was  more  affected  with  its  cor¬ 
rofive  quality,  becaufe  I  had  not  been 
ufed  to  any  fort  of  wine. 


Plants  of* 
the  for  eft 
of  Krainp- 
lanc. 


Among  the  prodigious  multitude  of 
palmettos  with  which  the  foreft  of 
Krampfane  abounded,  I  faw  a  great 
many  fcarce  trees  and  plants.  There 
were  two  fpecies  of  taberncemontana, , 
which  I  diftinguifhed  by  the  beauty 
of  their  foliage  of  a  lively  bright  green  : 
there  was  likewife  a  new  fpecies  of  big- 
nonia,  remarkable  for  the  bulk  of  its 
flowers,  and  the  Angularity  of  its  fruit, 
which  hung  like  large  cucumbers  at  the 
end  of  its  branches.  Near  the  village 
of  Mbao .  I  found  the  pepper  plant  of 
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Ethiopia,  that  aromatic  tree,  which  the 
French  who  are  fettled  at  Senegal,  dif-„ 
tinguifli  by  the  name  of  maniguette.  To¬ 
wards  the  extremity  of  the  foreft,  I  faw 
feveral  fpecies  of  anona’s  or  corofolier 
the  largeft  of  which  were  in  the  woods, 
the  middling  ones  on  the  hills,  and  the 
fmalleft  in  the  plains  expofed  to  the 
fan,  mo  ft  of  them  loaded  with  excel¬ 
lent  fruit.  Following  the  fea  cqaft  from 
Mbao  as  far  as  Rufifk,  which  is  a  con- 
fiderable  village  two  leagues  and  a  half 
from  thence,  I  walked  on  fands  all  co¬ 
vered  with  fophora  *,  and  with  die 
Guinea  aloe  f ,  of  which  the  negroes 
in  that  neighbourhood  make  very  good 
popes,  not  fo  apt  to  rot  in  the  iv**  t  * 

*  Sophora  torc^ntofa,  foliis  fubrotundis,  Linn, 
FI  %eyl  163. 

t  Moe  Guineenfis,  radice  geniculata,  foliis  c 
ylridi  &  atro  undulatirn  variegatis.  Comm,  hort . 

Am  i.  VgL  ii.  fag.  39* tab- 
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1750.  From  the  ifle  of  Goree  to  Rufifk  they 
ApnL  reckon  three  leagues  in  a  diredt  line. 
This  voyage  I  had  made  by  fea :  but  it  is 
very  difficult  to  land  at  the  village, 
efpecially  when  the  fea  runs  high,  be- 
caufe  the  coaft  is  low,  and  full  of  (harp 
rocks.  When  you  come  to  anchor  op- 
pofite  the  place,  you  have  a  moft  agree¬ 
able  profpedt :  the  fituation  of  is  up¬ 
on  a  hill  planted  with  trees  ;  the  little 
rivulet  whofe  brackiflh  waters  wind  to 
the  right,  and  form  a  peninfula ;  the 
foreft  with  perpetual  verdure,  rifing  be¬ 
hind  you  in  the  form  of  an  amphithea¬ 
tre,  conftitute  all  together  a  moft  delight¬ 
ful  landfcape,  hardly  to  be  matched  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

The  negroes  hereabouts  feem  to  me 
to  be  very  induftrious :  fome  of  them 
were  bufy  in  beating  the  leaves  of  the 
Guinea  aloe,  to  get  out  the  hemp ;  o- 
thers  were  twifting  it,  and  making  fifti- 

ing 
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ing  lines  and  nets;  others  in  fine  were  1750. 
employed  in  framing,  hows  and  arrows  . 

for  the  chace.  After  vifiting  all  the 
houfes  in  Rufilk,  I  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  upon  entering  as  it  were  into  a 
fecond  village  ;  this  was  a  duller  of  hats 
not  quite  fo  large  as  the  others,  covered 
with  fand,  and  like  fo  many  maufoleums 
or  tombs  eredted  over  the  dead  bodies, 
that  had  been  interred  there,  according  to 
the  cullom  ellablifhed  among  the  feveral 
clans  of  the  Serera  nation. 

I  had  never  as  yet  met  with  any  at-^thofMay, 
tack  from  the  negroes  till  the  4th  of^^ct'ea 
May,  when  walking  along  the  fea-fide 
from  Rufilk  to  Ben,  which  is  above  three 
leagues  from  thence,  I  was  purfued  by 
a  Serera  negroe,  who  rulhing  out  of  the 
neighbouring  woods,  fhot  his  poifoned  ar¬ 
rows  againil  me  and  my  negroe  fervant.  I 
was  above  two  hundred  paces  before 
him;  befides  I  was  a  very  good  walker, 
and  ufed  to  thofe  fatiguing  fands,  into 

which 
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1750.  which  a  perfon  often  finks  up  to  the  calf 
of  his  leg.  I  therefore  went  on,  but  doubled 
my  pace,  without  putting  myfelf  out  of 
breath,  or  feeming  to  mind  the  menacing 
figns,  by  which  he  hoped  to  intimidate 
me  and  oblige  me  to  ftop  ;  for  I  had 
another  refource  in  my  gun,  fuppofe  he 
had  come  within  reach.  Doubtlefs  this 
was  one  of  thofe  Serera  favages,  who  are 
united  under  the  form  of  a  petty  republic 
within  ten  leagues  from  thence  ;  and  he 
was  come  out  of  his  oven  country  in  queft 
of  plunder.  Nothing  could  have  tempt¬ 
ed  him  but  my  gun  ;  and,  had  he  been 
more  alert  and  crafty,  he  would  not  cer¬ 
tainly  have  fpared  my  life  to  come  at  it. 
This  manner  of  attacking  is  very  com¬ 
mon  with  a  race  of  moors  called  Azounas, 
who  follow  no  other  profeflion  than  that 
of  lying  in  ambufh  behind  a  tree,  either 
with  a  sun  or  a  bow,  in  order  to  fhoot 
a  perfon  whom  they  want  to  rob  of  his 
arms.  The  like  accident  had  happened  to 
me  in  my  fecond  voyage  to  Podor  :  but  the 
Moor  whom  J  efpied,  looked  feveral  times 

before 
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before  he  would  attack  me  •  and  feemed  1750. 
greatly  difconcerted,  when  he  perceived  May' . 
that  I  was  upon  my  guard,  and  aimed 
my  piece  at  him. 


As  foon  as  I  was  out  of  danger  from  Shells  on 

1111  *  thecoaft< 

the  Serera  favage,  I  had  all  the  pleafure  inMbao. 
the  world  in  walking  along  a  very  white 
fhore,  where  the  fea  continually  throws 
up  an  infinite  number  of  (hells.  There 
I  beheld  two  fpecies  of  what  we  call  the 
concha  Perfica  which  is  the  large  ft 
upon  the  coaft :  the  fifh  it  contains, 
weighs  fometimes  five  or  fix  pounds. 

The  negroes  broil  and  preferve  it  for 
times  of  famine,  when  they  have  re- 
courfe  to  this  meat,  which  is  tough  and 
infipid,  yet  a  great  relief  in  cafe  of 
urgent  want.  There  was  alfo  plenty  of 
cockles  -I*,  and  tonnes  and  a  vaft  num- 


*  See  the  natural  hiftory  of  univalve  Jhells ,  fpecies 
8.  plat.  3  .Jig.  1  and  2. 

f  See  the  natural  hiftqry  of  univalve  fhells,  fpe¬ 
cies  9.  plat .  4.  fig.  5.  Faval. 

t  Ibid,  of  concha  operculata ,  fpecies  2.  plat,  fig* 
5.  Tefan . 


her 
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J75°-  ^er  bivalvous  {hells,  particularly  what 
May-  we  call  the  concha  mucronata 

plant*  As  often  as  I  went  to  the  foreft  of 
found  j  took  different  and  round¬ 

about  ways.  Sometimes  I  directed  my 
ffeps  along  the  fea-fide,  and  found  the 
fpartium  -f*,  and  the  ketmia  with  leaves 
like  thofe  of  a  linden  tree,  on  the  banks 
of  the  marigot  of  Kann  :  I  likewife  met 
with  the  ximenia  J,  the  rimboty  the  fagaray 
and  fome  acacia  s  or  thorny  plants  upon 
hills.  At  other  times  I  traverfed  the  fertile 
fields,  which  were  filled  with  a  fmall  fpe- 
des  of  anonas,  and  feveral  of  thofe  citron 
trees,  called  toll  by  the  negroes.  Their 
fruit  refembles  very  much  that  of  the  man* 
guier  of  India,  and  has  both  the  figure  and 
tafte  of  a  citron.  There  was  no  want  of 
* 

*  See  the  natural  hiftory  of  bivalvous  Jhellsy  fpecus 
6,  platy  1 8.  fig.  2.  Roman. 

f  Spartium  fcandens,  citri  foliis,  floribus  albis, 
ad  nodos  confertim  nafeentibus.  Plum .  cat.  p.  19. 

X  Ximenia  aculeata,  fiore  villofo,  frudtu  luteo. 
Plum.  fpzc..  pag.  6, 


game 
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game  in  thofe  parts :  there  was  likewife 
a  great  number  of  antilopes,  and  of  a. 
fmall  fpecies  of  hinds  hardly  as  big  as 
a  hare.  The  latter  ftarted  as  it  were, 
wherever  I  trod :  one  of  my  negroes 
happened  twice  to  dart  his  haflagaye  at 
them,  and  twice  he  hit  his  aim :  he 
affured  me  that  he  never  courfed  this 
animal  any  other  way.  The  haflagaye  is 
a  kind  of  fpear  feven  or  eight  feet  long, 
with  a  piece  of  iron  at  the  end  of  it 
like  a  pike.  This  is  the  weapon  which 
the  negroes  moft  commonly  ufe^and  they 
dart  it  with  their  hand.  My  negroe  threw 
his  with  great  force  and  dexterity  •  and  I 
learnt  a  few  leffons  of  him  which  gave  me 
great  pleafure. 
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May. 


My  time  was  divided  among  plants,  a-  shells  at 
xiimals,  and  fhells ;  but  the  latter  occupied  na?d!  B  r 
me  as  much  as  all  the  reft.  I  availed  my- 
felf  of  the  opportunity  of  being  in  a  coun¬ 
try,  where  they  are  in  great  plenty.  The 


*  Cervus  juvencus,  perpufillus  Guineenfis.  Seba9 
vol  i,  p .  70,  tab  43 .fig.  1,  2?  and  3. 
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T  * 

J75°‘  roc^s  °f  Cape  Bernard  and  Cape  Manuel# 
May‘  oppofite  the  ifland  of  Goree,  furnifhed 
me  with  a  vail  number  of  very  beauti¬ 
ful  fhells,  fuch  as  the  purple  fifh,  the 
larged  Ipecies  of  flar  fifli  3  and  feveral  foft 
filhes,  as  fea  hares,  cuttle  fifh,  and  po¬ 
lypus.  Among  the  fands  of  the  creek  of 
Ben,  I  met  with  fome  cockles  and  holothu - 
ria.  Sometimes  I  entered  the  water  up  to 


my  knees,  to  extract  the  fhells  hidden 
under  the  land,  while  the  negroes  went 
further  out  to  fiflh.  They  are  accuf- 

Catching  tomed  to  catch  them  in  this  fpot  with 

of  fifli  with  ,  ,  .  ,  . 

thehafia-  the  haiiagaye,  wading  through  the  water 
up  to  the  waift,  and  oftentimes  deep¬ 
er.  When  they  perceive  the  tunny, 
the  copitaine ,  the  fore  mullet,  or  fome 
fuch  large  fifh,  they  dart  their  haiiagaye 
with  a  marvellous  dexterity,  and  feldom 
mifs  their  aim.  This  bay  fupplies  them 
Iikewife  with  a  multitude  of  middling  fifh, 
which  they  catch  with  nets.  They  fplit 
them  in  two,  and  lay  them  before  the 
fun  to  dry,  and  then  they  fell  them  to  the 
Moors  3  thefe  in  exchange  fupply  tl  em 

with 
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with  millet,  which  is  wanting  in 

O 

country. 
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May. 


Thefe  fifhes  procured  me  an  observa¬ 
tion,  which  would  not  perhaps  have  of¬ 
fered  itfelf  elfewh  ere.  As  the  negroes 

leave  them  to  dry  on  the  top  of  their 
huts,  the  lions,  tigers  and  wolves,  which 
inceiTantly  roam  in  the  neighbourhood t 
are  frequently  enticed,  by  the  fight  and 
fmell  thereof  into  the  village:  and  then 
woe  be  to  the  children,  or  even  to  the  men 
that  are  found  abroad.  One  night  a  lion  T .  , 

and  a  wolf  happened  to  enter,  both  toge-  wolves 

\  "  1  *  1  ^  roam  to- 

ther,  into  the  yard  belonging  to  the  hutgetber. 
where  I  lay  :  they  railed  alternately  their 
fore  feet  up  to  the  roof,  which  I  could 
ealily  hear  them  do,  and  they  car¬ 
ried  off  their  provifion.  The  next  day 
we  were  certain,  by  (he  impreffion  of 
their  feet,  which  was  ftrongly  marked 
in  the  fand,  that  they  came  together  5 
and  we  difcovered  the  place  from  whence 

i  j-  -f 

they  had  taken  the  two  fi£kes :  and  no 

P  doubt . 
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1750.  doubt  but  each  of  them  lei  zed  his  prey. 

May*  This  was  very  moderate  for  two  fuch 
voracious  animals  ;  but  indeed  they  had 
not  pitched  upon  the  imallefh  I  know 
not  whether  this  remark  was  ever  made 
before,  that  the  lion  and  the  wolf 
prowl  together  :  yet  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing ;  there  are  daily  in- 
ftances  of  it  in  thofe  parts  ;  almoft 
every  night  the  wolf  is  heard  to  howl, 
clofe  by  the  lion.  The  fame  thing  I 
have  obferved,  myfelf,  a  hundred  times, 
in  my  excurfions  up  the  Niger ;  and  I 
am  perfectly  fare,  that  the  wolf  fre¬ 
quently  aflociates  with  the  lion,  with¬ 
out  having  any  apprthenfion  of  danger. 
Not  that  the  fize  of  the  African  wolf* 
which  is  much  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  European,  makes  any  impreffion 
on  the  lion  ;  but  the  reafon  is,  he 
is  no  way  tempted  by  the  wolfs  fleth. 
And  what  confirms  me  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,.  is,  that  I  never  obferved,  that 
the  two  lions  which  were  brought  up 


in 
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in  the  village  of  Senegal,  ever  attacked  1750. 
the  dogs  that  were  expoied  to  them.  ‘"ay*  , 
or  that  fell  in  their  way,  when  they 
were  unchained  3  whereas  they  darted 
inftantiv  upon  the  firft  horfe,  or  the  firft: 
child  they  happened  to  meet. 


A  few  days  after  this'  vifit  from  the  Boidnefc 

j.  i  1  t  r  •  1  1  ofthetiger. 

lion  and  the  wolf,  we  received  another 
from  a  tigrefs,  which  came  to  the 
fame  hut  along  with  her  young  one, 
and  likewife  carried  oft  two  fifties 
There  need  only  thefe  two  in  fiances 
to  fhew  how  lazy  and  indifferent  are  indolence 

*  .  of  the  ne- 

the  negroes,  in  regard  to  the  da-groes. 


mage 

o 


and 


thefe  animals  do  them, 
the  danger  to  which  their  own  per- 
fons  are  continually  expoied.  When 
one  afks  them  For  what  reafon  they 
do  not  either  ch  ace  away  thofe  ani¬ 
mals,  or  withdraw  their  fifth  at  lead: 
in  the  night  ;  they  are  fatisfied  with 
anfwering,  that  all  the  world  muff 

■i 

live,  and  that  it  would  be  a  greater 


P  2 
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1750.  flavery  for  them  to  lock  up  their 
f](h  every  night  than  to  catch  them. 
And  indeed  we  mutt  own  that  the 
fiihery  on  this  coaft  is  carried  on 
with  amazing  facility. 

Their  lands  lie  intirelv  uncultivated ; 
either,  becaufe  the  fands  are  too  un¬ 
grateful,  or  becaufe,  being  a  ecu  domed 
to  the  fifhing  trade,  which  coifs  them 
lefs  trouble,  they  negleft  all  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  rely  on  the  Moors  for 
every  fort  of  neceffaries.  Thefe  peo¬ 
ple  were  here  at  that  time,  and  had 
brought  their  baggage  and  proviiions 
with  them,  not  loaded  upon  oxen  and 
camels ,  as  I  had  feen  before  to  the 
AjT>5  north  of  the  Niger,  but  only  on  af- 
iongmgto  fes  Gf  which  they  had  great  plenty. 

the  Moors.  ’  J  c>  1  j 

With  difficulty  did  I  know  this  ani¬ 
mal,  he  had  fo  fine  a  coat  and  looked 
fo  handfome  in  comparifon  to  thofe 
of  Europe ;  which  I  believe  neverthe- 
lefs  would  make  as  good  a  figure,  if 

the 
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the  drudgery  they  are  put  to,  did  not  J  750.. 
greatly  contribute  to  deform  them. 

The  hair  of  the  Moorifh  alfes  was  of 
a  fine  bright  tnoufe  colour,  over  which 
the  black  leather  thong  which  is  laid 
along  their  backs,  and  afterwards  erodes 
over  their  fhoulders,  has  a  very  good 
effedt.  Thefe  animals  are  fomewhat 
larger  than  ours,  but  they  have  like- 
wife  fomething*  in  the  make  of  their 

O 

heads,  that  diftinguifhes  them  from 
a  horfe,  and  efpecially  from  a  Bar¬ 
bary  horfe,  which  is  the  natural 
growth  of  the  country,  like  themfelves, 
but  of  a  larger  fize. 


I  had  fome  time  before  fpent  a  few  character 
days  among  the  negroes;  but  I  never  grccs. 
made  fuch  a  long  flay  with  them  as  at 
prefect  by  myfelf,  and  remote  from  any 
communication  with  my  own  countrymen* 

Then  it  was,  that  I  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  being  perfectly  acquainted  with 
their  character,  cuftoms,  and  manner  of 

P  3  liv- 
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1750.  living:  I  was  even  prefent  once  at  their 
^une‘  ceremony  of  marriage:  bat  this  would 
make  me  digrefs  too  far  from  my 
fubjedt  ;  I  fhall  only  obferve  that  in 
general  they  are  very  humane  and 
hofpitable. 


10th  of  The  ninth  of  May,  I  returned 
parture0"  from  Ben  to  Goree,  from  whence  I 
fromGj'  fet  out  the  10th  of  the  enfuing 


rce. 


.  month  for  the  ifland  of  Senegal.  I 

Delayed  at  arrived  the  15th  at  the  bar,  where 

the  bar.  j  was  obliged  to  wait  for  wind  four 

whole  days.  The  reader  may  judge* 
what  uneafinefs  I  muft  have  faltered  .  in 
a  fmall  veflel,  tolled  to  and  fro  by 

the  rolling  billows.  There  I  had  lei- 
fure  to  confider  the  furprizing  effeft 
of  the  waves  off  the  bar,  and  to  di¬ 
rect  my  eye  all  round  me,  without 
perceiving  any  thing  elfe  but  dazzling 
fands  on  one  fide,  and  the  liquid 

main  on  the  other.  True  it  is,  that 
this  famenefs  of  profpeft  was  varied* 


a 
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a  little,  by  feeing  the  pirogues  of  the 
negroe  fiflbermen,  who  bravely  ven¬ 
tured  over  the  bar,  to  bring  us  pro- 

vifions  on  board.  Thu’  the  fea  runs 

very  high  upon  the  coaft,  yet  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  fifh  in  the  road. 

Our  bailors  catched  abundance  with 

grondm. 

their  line,  efpecially  a  fort  of  fea  trufh, 
which  is  very  common  in  that  fea* 

This  fifh  is  very  ready  to  bite ;  and, 
as  foon  as  it  has  laid  hold  of  the 

hook,  it  is  pleafant  to  fee  what  jerks 
and  leaps  it  makes  to  get  free  \ 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  inverts 
its  flomaoh,  which  you  fee  iffuing  out 
of  its  mouth  in  the  fhape  of  a  carp’s 
bladder  :  thefe  ftrugglings  are  alfo  at¬ 
tended  with  a  hollow  rumbling;  noife, 
which  has  given  it  the  name  of 
grondiny  or  grumbler x  whereby  it  is 
known  on  this  coa ft. 


A  wefterly  wind  rebelled  me  from  *oth  of 

J  %  '  June,  ar- 

this  wretched  fituation,  and  carried  me  lives  at  the 

5  ifland  of 
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ever  the  bar  to  the  ifland  of  Sene- 

_ gal  the  20th  of  June.  I  flood  in 

great  need  of  repofe,  after  the  fa¬ 
tigues  I  had  undergone  in  my  voyage, 
from  which  I  buffered  much  more,  than 
I  fliould  have  done  from  a  long  fit  of 
illnefs.  Every  body  knows,  that  the 
sta-fick-  fea  ficknefs  is  a  kind  of  weaknefs 
it  is.’  or  faintnefs,  which  caufeth  a  naufeouf* 
refs  and  vomiting,  more  or  lefs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difference  of  conflitutionS 
expofed  to  that  element.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  are  never  feized  with  it :  others 
feel  the  effefls  of  it  but  the  firfl  day 
or  two,  and  then  it  leaves  behind  it 
a  certain  dizzinefs :  others  are  never  feized 
with  this  diforder,  except  when  the 
fea  is  very  much  agitated,  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  fliip  becomes  extremely  violent, 
others,  in  fhort,  and  of  this  number 
was  I,  are  troubled  with  it  the  whole 
time  they  are  at  fea,  in  fhort  voyages 
even  oi  two  hours,  as  well  as  in 
long  ones  ;  in  calms  as  well  as  in 

flormy 
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itormy  weather.  Robuft  and  fee-  1750. 
ble  confutations  are  attacked  with  it  June  ■ 
all  the  fame :  there  are  only  fome 

particular  habits  of  body,  thofe  of  chil¬ 
dren^  for  example,  and  perfons  weak¬ 
ened  by  licknefs,  and  a  few  others  in 
health,  that  are  exempt  from  it.  But 
of  the  latter,  why  fome  fhould  be 

fubjed  to,  and  others  free  from  this 
ilinefs,  is  not  yet  known.  The  ge¬ 

neral  utility  that  would  refult  from 
this  knowledge,  which,  in  fo  learned 
an  age,  might  pafs  for  a  real  dis¬ 

covery,  deferves  the  attention  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  *,  who  have 
occafion  to  perform  a  voyage  by  fea, 
or  an  opportunity  of  making  thefe 
experiments.  If  once  the  caufe  of 
this  malady  were  known,,  fome 

fafe 

*  To  ferve  the  gentlemen  cf  the  faculty, 
who  may  chance  to  fet  about  an  inquiry  into 
the  caufe  of  this  difoider,  I  fhall  infert  here 

a  few  more  remarks  which  I  have  made  on 

‘  ■  \ 

this  fubject.  i,  Thofe  who  were  fick  during 

the 
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1750.  fafe  prefervative  might  be  found  out, 
-Jung'  which  would  render  this  element  ac- 
ceffible  to  perfons,  who,  with  abi¬ 
lities  and  the  beft  difpofition  in  the 
world  for  fea  voyages,  are  often  dis¬ 
couraged  merely  by  this  obdruc- 
tion. 


To 

the  whole  voyage,  the  firft  time  they  embark¬ 
ed  on  board  a  middling  fhip  of  500  tuns,  did 
not  feel  a  dizzinefs  or  head-ach,  till  after  four 
hours  were  expired  ;  the  vomiting  did  not  come  on 
till  the  feventh  hour,  and  continued  the  whole 
time  of  the  voyage,  which  was  two  months, 
2.  When  I  did  not  flay  long  enough  at  fea 
to  be  troubled  with  a  vomiting,  it  feized  me  an 
hour  or  two  after  I  went  on  fhore,  whether 
I  had  eaten  or  not  at  my  landing.  3.  It; 
very  rarely  happens  that  a  fea  ficknefs  pro- 
duceth  a  fever  ;  it  only  diforders  the  flomach, 
without  taking  away  the  appetite.  4.  I  ob- 
ierved  that  more  women  by  far  than  men, 
cfcaped  this  illnefs ;  and  more  of  thofe  who 
are  fhort- lighted  than  otherwbfe.  5.  Finally, 
I  took  notice,  that  thofe  who  have  been 
mod:  afflicfed  with  this  complaint  at  fea,  have 
always  much  better  health  on  fhore,  than  fuch 
as  feemed  to  be  the  mod:  vigorous  and  hearty 
at  fea. 
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To  fuch  a  degree  had  this  complaint 
(which  does  not  however  meet  with  ™®*uthc* 
its  due  degree  of  pity)  ruined  and 
difordered  my  ftomach,  that,  upon^s^ 
my  arrival  at  the  ifland  of  Sene¬ 
gal,  I  faw  no  other  way  to  re-effa- 
biiAi  my  health,  than  by  fixing  my 
abode  there,  and  renouncing  all  fea 
voyages,  with  a  firm  refoiution  not 
to  go  to  fea  again,  till  my  return 
to  France.  Befides,  I  had  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  voyages  I  had 
already  made,  as  they  had  turned  out 
fo  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  na¬ 
tural  hiflory,  fo  far  as  it  regards  the 
fouthern  parts  of  our  fettlement :  and 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  ifland  of 
Senegal,  and  the  Niger,  was  likely  to 
furnifh  me  with  many  obfervations  in 
phyfics  and  natural  hiftory,  which  had 
efcaped  me  before.  I  ftaid  therefore 
on  this  fpot  fome  years  longer,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time,  befides  thefe  remarks, 

I  had  leifure  to  draw  a  few  topogra- 

phi- 
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1750.  phi  cal  charts,  by  which  I  defigned 

_ _ to  freer  my  courfe  in  my  little  voy* 

mapo°/.heages-  In  the  fequel  of  this  narra- 

hoodtfs'e"- tive»  1  ^ial1  only  ta^e  notice  of  the 
1?e^aL  mod  remarkable  occurrences  in  thofe 
excurfions  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  ifland  of  Senegal* 


4th  of  Sep-  I  had  been  long  defirous  of  mak- 
he^ca’ch- ting  a  vifit  to  the  village  of  Kionk, 
kntYorm  which  is  in  the  wood  ifland,  within 
a  league  north  of  the  ifland  of  Se* 
nver,  negal.  Thither  at  length  I  went  the 
fourth  of  September  in  a  fhallop  : 
was  not  fortunate  in  my  re- 
for,  when  we  were  in  the 
of  the  river,  a  violent  eafi- 
kwind  arofe,  which  warned  us  to  make 
the  bed  of  our  way  to  land,  ia 
order  to  avoid  the  impending  fform. 
And  indeed,  I  had  hardly  eroded  the  point 
of  the  Wood  Ifland ,  when  the  temped 
burd.  As  it  was  impodible  for  me 
to  reach  the  fhore,  make  what 
hade  I  would,  and  the  danger  wgs 


but  I 

turn, 

middle 


im- 
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imminent,  I  immediately  made  for  1750. 

the  land  bank,  which  joins  this  point  _J _ 

to  the  ifland  of  Senegal.  The  ne¬ 
groes  belonging  to  a  pirdgue ,  which 
had  been  alfo  catched  in  the  ftorm, 
leaped  into  the  water  up  to  their 
waift  on  this  very  fand  bank,  and 
and  upheld  it  againft  the  violence 
of  the  waves,  which  had  overwhelmed 
it  in  the  beginning  :  their  example  was 
followed  by  the  fix  negroes  belonging 
to  my  fhallop,  and  by  ten  other  men 
and  women  paffengers,  who  jump¬ 
ed  immediately  into  the  water,  and, 
dividing  themfelves  all  round  the  boat, 
fnpported  it  againft  the  raging  ele¬ 
ments.  This  was  the  fureft  wav  to 
hinder  it  from  being  overfet,  os 
thrown  upon  the  bank,  where  it  would 
have  been  infallibly  broke  to  pieces  :  and 
we  had  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  one  or  other 
of  thofe  accidents,  the  bed  of  the  Niger 
being  confiderably  widened  in  this  fpot 
by  the  jundtion  of  its  two  branches,  which 
form  a  kind  of  lake,  of  fo  fpacioas  an 
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1750.  extent,  as  to  be  open  one  very  fide  to  rav- 
-P temi^r.  jng  tempefts.  The  prefent  weather  might 

really  deferve  that  name,  the  wind  and 
rain  being  attended  with  flafhes  of  light¬ 
ning  and  loud  claps  of  thunder.  Notwith- 
flanding  that  the  negroes  were  fo  careful 
as  to  uphold  my  boat,  yet  this  did  not 
hinder  it  from  making  a  foot  and  a  half 
of  water,  partly  with  what  fell  from  the 
heavens,  and  partly  with  the  waves, 
which  fometimes  inwrapped  it  in  the 
form  of  a  fheet,  in  which  I  was  alfo 
inveloped.  Betides,  I  was  wafhed,  and; 
as  it  were,  fcowcred  by  the  rain,  which 
the  wind  impelled  againft  me  with  the 
utmoft  violence  :  and  it  came  fo  very 
quick  upon  me,  as  almoft  to  take  away 
my  breath,  though  I  had  fheltered  myfe’if 
under  one  of  the  fail  or ’s  cloaks.  Thus 
the  boifterous  elements  drove  my  ne¬ 
groes  and  the  boat  with  fuch  force,  that  I 
began  to  be  afraid  both  for  them  and  for 
myfelf.  Yet  they  did  not  let  go  their  hold ; 
their  courage  fupported  them  upwards  oi 
two  hours,  and  preferved  us  from  ruin. 
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This  whirlwind  began  at  three  o’clock  September, 
in  the  afternoon,  but  did  not  afford  very  dani 
matter  of  obfervation,  till  towards  of£re!  ^ 
the  end.  The  wind  ceaflng  about 
five,  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  fleer  to 


the  north  point  of  the  ifland  of  Senegal. 
This  was  the  neareft  land,  and  I  was  in 
a  hurry  to  reach  it,  in  order  to  dry  my- 
felf  as  foon  as  poffible ;  for  the  boat  was 
ff ill  half  full  of  water,  notwithffanding 
the  pains  the  ten  palfengers  had  taken 


to  empty  it,  as  fall  as  the  waves 
broke  over  it,  which  was  almoft  every 
inflant.  While  we  were  advancing  with 
our  oars,  there  appeared  a  phenomenon, 
which  I  had  never  feen  before  fo  near: 
and  which  I  do  not  remember,  that  any 
writer  has  ever  mentioned  it.  This  was  a 
kind  of  ball,  like  unto  a  column  of 


fmoke,  that  turned  round  upon  itfelf; 
it  was  from  ten  to  twelve  feet 
broad,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
in  height;  its  bafe  was  upon  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  an  eallerly  wind  was  wafting  it 
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1750.  towards  us.  As  foon  as  the  negroes. 

September.  paw  they  r0Wed  as  hard  as  they 

could  to  avoid  it.  They  were  better  ac¬ 
quainted  than  I  with  the  danger,  to 
which  we  muft  have  been  expofed, 
had  this  whirlwind  burft  over  us  * 
its  ufual  effedt  being  to  ftifle  thofe 
it  invelopes,  with  heat,  and  fome- 
times  to  fet  fome  of  their  houfes  on 
fire  ;  and  they  knew  feveral  infhnces  of 
people,  who  had  loft  their  lives  by 
the  like  accident.  They  were  fo  for¬ 
tunate,  as  to  leave  this  dangerous  pheno¬ 
menon  upwards  of  eighteen  fathoms  be¬ 
hind  the  lhallop,  and  they  congratulated 
each  other  tfpon  having  fo  luckily  efcap- 
ed  a  torrent  of  fire,  which  by  day¬ 
light  appeared  only  as  a  thick  fmoke. 
The  heat  thereof,  tho’  at  the  diftance  of 
above  a  hundred  feet,  was  very  flrong,  fo  as 
tomake  my  clothes  fmoke,  tho’  it  had  not 
time  to  dry  them.  The  atmofphere  had 
then  25  degrees  of  heat,  and  I  believe  that 
the  column  of  fmoke  muft  at  leaft  have  had 

'  ' '  '  •  "  fifty, 


March. 
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fifty,  to  render  the  humidity  fenfible  to  1751. 
us.  It  left  behind  it  a  very  ftrong  fmell, 
more  nitrous  than  fulphureous,  which 
annoyed  us  a  long  time,  and  the 
firft  impreffion  was  made  by  a  light 
ftimulation  in  the  noffiils.  This  oc- 
ealioned  fome  to  fneeze,  but  in  me 
it  produced  a  heavinefs  and  difficulty 
of  refpiration. 


In  the  month  of  March,  in  the  ^ 
year  1751,  I  began  to  take  the  ^  of 
plan  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  curfion 
ifand  of  Senegal.  The  eighth,  I  fetifiof* 
out  in  my  pirogue ,  with  my  two  cu~ Sor’ 
balots ,  (the  name  ufually  given  to  the 
negroe  fifhermen)  intending  to  make 
a  tour  round  the  illand  of  Sor  by  wa¬ 
ter,  as  I  Was  well  acquainted  with 
the  inland  parts.  I  therefore  Went  up 
the  Niger,  keeping  clofe  along  the 
ifland,  up  to  its  northern  point,  in 
order  to  enter  the  marigct  of  Kantai,  MarIgot  of 
which  wafhes  its  eaftern  ffiore,  and  to  ^fntra‘ kery 

'  till  ot  bin. 
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1755.  trace  its  courfe.  As  foon  as  I  entered 
it,  I  thought  myfelf  rather  in  a  fifh- 
pond,  than  in  a  river  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  fathoms  broad  ;  fo  greatly  did 
it  abound  with  fifh.  It  was  a  plea- 
fure  to  fail  along  a  ftream  as  trank 
parent  and  fmooth  as  glafs,  while 
the  banks  were  planted  with  very 
high  mangroves,  which  afforded  a  ver¬ 
dant  fhade  above  the  fpace  of  a  league. 
The  fifh  bounced  and  leaped  on  every 
fide  of  us ;  but  what  was  moft  extraor¬ 
dinary,  wherever  we  paffed,  fome  of 
them  were  continually  leaping  into  the 
boat.  The  largeft,  as  the  befl  jumpers, 
paffed  over  us  5  but  almoft  all  the 
middling  ones  fell  in.  As  their  mo¬ 
tions  in  whirling  about,  did  not  feem 
natural  or  voluntary,  I  examined  into 
them,  in  order  to  difeover  their  caufe : 
and  I  found,  moft  of  them  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  impreffion  of  teeth  on  fome 
parts  of  their  bodies ;  from  whence  I 
concluded,  that  they  had  been  purfued  by 

the 
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tlie  larger  fifh,  that  wanted  to  prey  175 r. 
upon  them.  Far  two  hours  that  I  kept  Mai— _ 
failing  along  this  marigot,  I  reckoned 
two  hundred  and  thirty  filhes  called  car¬ 
pets  which  were  catched  in  this  manner 
without  any  other  artifice.  This  was  a  mo¬ 
derate  fifibing  to  my  negroes  2  as  they  were 
cubalots ,  that  is,  fifhermen  by  trade,  they 
did  not  feeiii  to  be  much  furprized  at 
it :  nay,  they  told  me,  that,  when  they 
fifhed  for  the  large  fifh  with  the  line 
or  rod,  they  let  their  pirogue  go  down 
the  current  of  thefe  little  rivers*  and 
frequently  depended  more  on  the  fmall 
fifh  that  were  taken  in  this  manner,  than 
on  the  chance  of  the  large  ones. 

Never  had  cormorants,  duckers,  and£irdcal]ed 
i  falcon- fifhers,  finer  fport :  and  indeed  all falconfiUi~ 
the  mangroves  were  covered  with  them. 

The  falcon^fifher,  which  the  JalofFs  call 
[by  the  name  of  nguiarkol ,  and  the  French 

Qj2  by 

*  A  fort  of  foil  like  a  carp,  but  fhorteiy 
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by  that  of  nanette ,  is  a  bird  about 
the  bignefs  of  a  goofe,  with  brown 
feathers,  except  the  head,  neck, 

bread,  and  tail,  which  are  a  beau¬ 
tiful  white.  It  has  a  ftrong  hook¬ 
ed  bill  like  an  eagle,  with  lharp 

talons,  incurvated  in  a  femicircular 

form,  which  it  ufes  mod  dexter- 

oufly  in  fifhing.  It  generally  perches 
on  trees  near  the  water  ;  where  as  foon 
as  it  fees  a  fifh  draw  near  the  furface, 
it  darts  upon,  and  feizes  it  with  its 
talons.  I  killed  one  of  them,  which 
made  my  negroes  look  upon  me  with 
a  very  bad  eye,  becaufe  they  fear  and 
reverence  this  bird  :  they  even  carry 
their  fuperftition  fo  far,  as  to  place 
it  among  the  number  of  their  mara¬ 
bous ,  that  is,  of  their  prieds,  whom 
they  look  upon  as  perfons  facred  and  di¬ 
vine.  Yet  they  were  appeafed,  whea 
they  faw,  I  had  got  them  a  fifli 
of  above  four  pounds,  which  this  pre¬ 
tended  marabou  had  carried  to  the 

bank 
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bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to 
upon  it. 
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feaft  1751. 

April. 


There  happened  to  me  another  adven-^d  of 
ture,  of  much  the  fame  nature,  on  the  «?7n«t*ra- 
22d  of  April,  at  the  village  of  Sor.  I& 
was  fitting  on  a  mat  in  the  middle  of  a^.'0* 
court  yard,  with  the  governor  of  the 
village,  and  his  whole  family;  when 
a  viper  of  the  mifchievous  kind,  after 
winding  round  the  company,  was  draw¬ 
ing  near  to  me.  This  familiarity  I  did 
not  at  all  relifh ;  and,  to  prevent  any 
accident,  I  thought  proper  to  kill  it. 


dire&ly,  with  a  flick  I  had  in  my 
hand.  Inftantly,  the  whole  company  ftart- 
ing  up,  made  loud  outcries,  as  if  I 
had  committed  murder ;  and  they  all 
flew  away,  fo  that  the  place  was  foon  de- 
ferted.  As  the  affair  grew  ferious,  and 
the  report  thereof  was  fpread  over  the 
village,  I  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
now  that  I  was  by  myfelf,  to  put  the 
viper  into  my  handkerchief,  and  to  hide 

0^3  it 
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The  ne¬ 
groes  are 
very  fuper 

fhtious. 
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it  in  my  waiftcoat  pocket.  This  was  the 
beft  method  to  make  fure  of  this  animal, 
which  is  fo  difficult  to  be  had  in  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  way  to 
calm  their  minds,  by  removing  it  out 
of  fight.  1  was  not  very  fafe  upon  that 
fpot  ;  and,  perhaps,  they  would  have 
done  me  fome  mifchief :  but  the  matter 
of  the  village,  a  man  of  good  fenfe, 
in  whofe  houfe  this  whole  affair  had 
paffed,  foon  reflected  that  both  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  intereft  called  upon  him  to 
quiet  the  tumult,  and  to  filence  the 
report.  This  he  did  effectually  by  means 
of  his  authority  as  governor  ;  though 
his  prudent  conduCt,  and  his  character 
as  marabou ,  were  of  no  final  1  affiftance 
to  him.  This  fpecimen  fhews  how  zea- 
loufly  the  negroes  are  attached  to  their 
.religion,  and  to  their  fuperflitious  obfer- 
vances.  They  do  not  look  upon  fer- 
pents  as  deities,  yet  they  refpeCt  them 
enough  not  to  kill  them  :  they  let  them 
grow  and  multiply  in  their  huts,  though ' 

thefc 
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thcfc  animals  frequently  eat  their  chick-  1751. 
ens,  and  dare  to  lie  as  it  were  with  May‘  _ 
themfelves.  True  it  is,  they  feldorn 
Turt  any  body  5  they  muft  be  either  atr 
tacked,  or  wounded,  or  trod  upon,  be¬ 
fore  they  will  be  provoked  to  bite, 

7thofATay? 

The  7  th  of  Tv!  [ay,  I  fell  down  the  excm-W 

^  9  *  n  1 h  £  „ 

Niger,  in  order  to  vilit  the  Mari  got  of  rigot  of  ’ 

Oci 

Del,  which  is  not  very  far  from  its 
mouth.  The  wind  was  favourable;  and  my 
negroes,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  rowing, 
put  up  their  fail.  A  pirogue,  only  thirty 
feet  in  length,  could  not  want  a  very  large 
fail ;  and  indeed  they  were  not  much 
at  a  lofs  to  find  one.  A  negroe  eredt- 
ed  a  pole,  of  about  ten  feet,  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  boat,  and  then  fet  another 
fmall  dick  acrofs  the  top  of  it,  whereon 

he  hung  his  paan.  Thefe  paam  are  very 
ufeful :  their  fhape  is  fuch,  that  you  may 
accafionally  make  them  ferve  for  a  fail, 
a  fheet,  a  bed  covering,  a  cloak,  a  petti- 

Q_4  coat. 
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1751.  coat,  or  a  fafh.  I  cannot  compare  the 
m  Ma>‘  figure  of  this  fail  to  any  thing  better, 
than  to  that  of  a  banner  or  ftand- 
ard ;  with  the  two  lower  ends  fatt¬ 
ened  to  each  fide  of  the  piro¬ 
gue .  The  negroe  who  was  upon 
the  poop,  fleered  with  his  paddle  ; 
while  the  other  managed  the  fail, 
and  turned  it  to  the  wind.  With 
this  feeble  aid,  I  advanced  near  two 
leagues  in  lefs  than  an  hour’s  time, 
and  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  ma¬ 
rt  got  of  Del.  Juft  where  it  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  Niger,  it  is  flopped  up 
Its  entrance  by  a  bar  of  fand  y  where  the  river 

i«  (lopped  .  "  r  r  .  «  t 

Tip  by  a  bar.  is  lometimes  10  rough,  when  a  north 
wind  blows,  as  to  hinder  the  large 
pirogues  from  entering.  My  people  con¬ 
certed  their  matters  fo  well,  that  they 
got  over  the  difficulty,  and,  after  conduc¬ 
ing  me  through  all  the  windings  of 
the  marigot ,  they  landed  me  at  the 
village  of  Del,  which  was  built  on 
the  extremity  of  a  bank  of  fhells, 

that 
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that  extended  near  a  league  to  the  17  51. 
northward.  It  appeared  remarkable, .  May* 
that  this  bank  was  intirely  bare  to 
the  furface,  and  that  all  the  fhells 
were  of  one  fpecies  of  oyfters,  which 
had  heretofore  lived  on  the  mangroves 
of  the  neighbouring  Marigotsy  in  the 
fame  manner  as  I  had  obferyed  of 
thefe  in  the  river  Gambia » 


The  fea  had  brought  into  the  Ni¬ 
ger  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fea 
poumons  and  veleftes ,  which  upon  my 
return  I  had  leifure  to  fee  floating  on 
the  water.  The  former  of  thofe  fiflies 
are  known  in  this  country  by  the 
name  of  Flemflh  caps,  and  the  latter  by 
that  of  galeres  *.  Nothing  can  bear  a 

vjciicrCj  <& 

nearer  refembjance  to  a  bladder  filled  with  kind  of  fea, 
air,  and  painted  a  beautiful  red,  than 
(he  body  of  the  galere .  You  can  hardly 

dif- 

* 

*  Urtica  marina  foluta  purpurea,  oblonga,  c:r^ 
rhis  longiflimis,  Shan.  Jam.  VqU  L  fag.  7.  Tab .  4. 

■  5- 
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1751.  difiinguiih  any  other  part  of  it  than  a 

May* _ fringe  upon  the  back,  and  eight  fillets 

under  the  belly,  that  defcend  down¬ 
wards,  to  ferve,  as  it  were,  for  a  ballaft  to 
the  bladder,  which  floats  above  water,  and 
is  tofied  to  and  fro  by  the  winds.  This 
animal,  though  unfhapen,  and  almoft 
without  any  fenfible  motion,  is  cauftic 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  when  you  touch 
it,  you  immediately  feel  a  pain  as  if 
you  were  burnt.  I  took  one  into  my 
hand  to  make  a  trial,  and  held  it 
till  I  began  to  feel  its  efFedt  :  this 
appeared  externally  by  a  little  rednefs, 
followed  by  a  pricking  and  an  inflam¬ 
mation,  which  did  not  ceafe  till  four, 
hours  after.  The  pain  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  all  the  tender  parts  of  the 
body,  as  to  the  face,  and  efpecially  to 
the  eye-brows,  by  a  very  {lender  contad 
of  the  hand  inflamed. 

Prccau-  The  remarks  I  had  made  for  tome  years, 
ftrve  'thf'  with  great  attention,  and  with  particular 
he^ts-  views. 
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%’iews.  in  regard  to  the  heats  of  the  coun-  1 7  5 1  • 

0  May. 

try,  appeared  to  me  important  enough  to  — — - 
be  enlarged,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render 
them  fufceptible  of  comparifon.  I  r-efolved 
therefore  to  obferve,  during  the  hotteft 
days  in  the  year,  the  degrees  marked  by  M„ 
de  Reaumur's  thermometer,  when  expofed 
to  the  open  air  $  and  thofe  which  a  fe- 
cond  inftrument  of  the  like  nature, 
would  mark,  during  the  fame  time, 
in  the  fands  expofed  to  the  fun. 

M.  Andriot ,  who,  befides,  being  ex¬ 
tremely  well  {killed  in  natural  philofo-^ 
phy,  is  a  very  accurate  obferver,  was 
of  great  affiftance  to  me  on  this  oc- 
cafiqn  :  for  he  was  fo  good,  as  to  be  at 
equal  trouble  with  me,  whenever  I 
wanted  a  perfon  to  make  experiments 
in  one  place,  correfpondent  to  thofe 
I  was  performing  in  another.  Such 
was  the  tribute  we  mutually  paid  to 
the  friendfhip,  which  had  fo  clofely 
united  us  ever  fince  our  youth. 


I 


« 
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I75I- 

-Julyl _  I  pitched  upon  the  4th  of  July,  to 

nilpm^ing  ’  niake  one  of  thofe  important  obferva- 
t!md  °f  thc  ti°ns  on  the  ifland  of  Senegal.  The 
fun  was  then  diftant  from  our  zenith, 
no  more  than  feven  degrees  north,  fo 
that  it  might  be  looked  upon  as  ver¬ 
tical  towards  noon-day.  The  Savanna 
which  extends  weft  of  the  fort  St. 
Lewis,  like  a  great  plain,  level  with 
the  neighbouring  fea,  and  expofed  to  the 
winds  on  all  fides,  efpecially  to  the 
weft,  which  blew  that  day,  afforded 
me  the  beft  place  I  could  defire  for  my 
purpofe,  becaufe  it  has  no  fhelter.  A 
little  rand-hill  about  four  feet  high,  that 
ftood  very  conveniently  in  the  middle  of 
the  plain,  was  the  fpot  on  which 
I  fet  an  exadt  thermometer  before 
the  lbn,  fixing  the  ball  in  the 
fand.  I  placed  it  towards  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  there  it  ftaid  till 
three  in  the  afternoon.  During  this 
whole  time,  I  obferved  the  decrees  of 

af- 
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afcenfion  in  the  liquor  of  the  ther-  1750. 
mometer  every  five  minutes.  M.  An~  ^uly'  _ 
driot  kept  an  account  thereof,  under 
a  fmall  filed  of  ftraw,  whither  I  re¬ 
tired  from  time  to  time,  to  fkreen 
myfelf  from  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  made  my  head  very  dizzy. 

He  ftaid  to  watch  this  inftrument, 
and  to  make  his  obfervations,  while  I 
went  to  the  fort,  in  order  to  confult 
another  thermometer,  which  I  held 
continually  fufpended  in  the  open  air, 
in  the  fhade,  eighteen  feet  from  the 
ground,  to  avoid  the  reflection  of  heat. 

This  marked  30  degrees  for  the  heat 
of  the  open  air,  in  the  coldeft  ex- 
pofition  of  the  ifland,  while  the  otheij 
marked  the  heat  of  the  fand  at  60 
degrees  4.  I  had  put  three  eggs  into  the 
ground,  and  covered  them  with  fand.  ^ 
where  I  left  them  about  three  hours,  ed  there, 
in  order  to  know  for  certain  what  ef¬ 
fect  this  heat  would  produce  upon  them  : 

I 
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175 1.  I  perceived  they  were  not  hard* 
September  |3Ut  t jie  white  ftuck  a  little  round  the 

M  .  -  — •  -- 

fhell ;  and  they  were  fit  for  eating : 
accordingly  we  dined  upon  them,  and 
found  them  very  good.  There  is  reafon 
to  believe  that,  if  the  tube  of  the 
thermometer  had  been  long  enough  to 
give  more  room  for  the  liquor  to 
play,  it  would  have  afeended  a  great 
deal  higher  than  60  degrees  4,  as  I 
perceived  afterwards,  upon  repeating 
thefe  obfervations  with  other  thermo¬ 
meters  graduated  up  to  boiling  water. 
I  (hall  not  defcant  any  further  on  thefe 
experiments ;  it  will  fuffice  at  prefent 
to  have  only  hinted  at  them,  as  I  in¬ 
tend  to  enter  into  a  more  minute  de¬ 
tail,  in  my  treatife  of  obfervations  on  na¬ 
tural  hiftory. 

9th  of  Sep-  The  ninth  of  September,  there  arofe 
violent*  in  the  night  a  violent  eaft  wind,  which 
bought  on  a  very  heavy  rain,  attended 
with  fuch  quick  fiafhes  of  lightning, 
that  they  feemed  to  be  one  continued  co- 

ruf- 
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rufcation.  The  thunder  burft  at  the  1751* 
fame  time  in  two  different  places  in  the  ^ptemb^ 
ifland  of  Senegal  5  one  was  the  maft  of  ^‘^serof 
a  veffel  •  the  other  the  hofpital ;  within 
two  hundred  fathoms  of  one  another 

1 

on  the  fame  bank  of  the  Niger.  That 
which  fell  on  the  hofpital,  did  no 
other  harm  than  breaking  two  wea¬ 
ther-cocks  on  the  fame  pavilion,  knock¬ 
ing  a  few  tiles  off  the  top  of  the 
houfe*  fplitting  feveral  of  the  rafters,  and 
burfting  three  (tones  on  the  floor,  where 
it  fpent  itfelf  on  the  lime,  without 
hurting  any  of  the  fick  that  were  very 
near.  There  was  fomething  more 
remarkable  in  what  happened  to 
the  maft  of  the  fhip,  which  was 
about  forty  feet  high,  and  done  all 
over  with  pitch  and  tar.  The  thunder 
furrowed  it  two  inches  deep,  but  un¬ 
equally,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  with¬ 
out  touching  the  iron  work,  the  tack* 
ling,  or  any  of  the  pitched  cordage 
with  which  it  was  furrounded  j  and  it 

fpent 
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1751.  4)ent  on  ^ie  quarter  deck,  which  was 
Spptemba.  CQverej  wjtj1  a  ]arge  tarpawling  of  thick 

canvafs,  alfo  done  over  with  pitch  and  tar. 
It  feems  as  if  the  rofm  broke  the  violence 
of  the  thunder,  and  diverted  it  another 
way.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  outfides 
of  thole  veffels  are  well  fecured  with  pitch 
and  tar,  fo  that  their  external  furface  may 
be  confidered  as  one  continued  lay  of  rofin. 
A  negroe,  who  had  been  entrufted  with 
thf.of  the  care  of  the  (hip  that  night,  having  lain 
himfelf  down  to  fleep  in  the  back  cab- 
bin,  felt  a  fudden  {hock,  of  which  there 
remained  very  ftrong  impreffions  the 
next  day,  in  every  part  of  his  body.  I 
leave  it  to  philofophers,  carious  about 
this  fort  of  phenomena,  to  judge,  whe¬ 
ther  there  can  be  a  greater  analogy  be¬ 
tween  the  ordinary  effedts  of  electri¬ 
city,  and  thofe  produced  on  this  oc- 
cafion  by  thunder. 

Floating  The  waters  of  the  Niger  were  fo 
theNiger.  fwelled  with  this  Itorm  of  rain,  and 

ruihed 
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rufhed  on  with  fach  precipitation,  that  1751. 

1  1  r  i  r  r  1  September* 

they  ioolened,  four  or  live  leagues 
from  thence,  a  little  flip  of  land 
which  floated  along  with  the  ftream. 

The  next  morning  it  was  feen,  like 
another  Delos,  following  the  current 
of  the  Niger,  and  fleering  its  courfe 
towards  the  fea.  Its  agreeable  ver¬ 
dure,  and  the  beautiful  difpofition  of 
the  trees  with  which  it  was  cover¬ 
ed,  gave  it  the  air  of  an  inchanted 
ifland,  and  raifed  a  defire  in  ,  the 
inhabitants  of  Senegal  to  get  it  into 
their  poffeffion.  Immediately  a  boat 
was  fent,  and  overtook  it ;  the  fail- 
ors  faftened  feveral  ropes  to  the  trees, 
and  obliged  it*  in  fpite  of  all  the 
refiftance  it  could  make,  to  join  the 
fands  of  Senegal.  The  whole  village 
flocked  to  fee  this  curious  fpedacle  * 
never  had  they  beheld  fb  delight¬ 
ful  an  ifland  :  they  all  feemed  ea¬ 
ger  to  go  upon  it,  but  were  afraid 
of  its  roots,  which  they  took  for 

R  jfer- 
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1751.  ferpents.  I  meafured  it,  and  found 
scptembd .  four  fathoms  diameter  :  it  was 

round,  and  bore  only  a  fpinous  fhrub 
ten  feet  high,  to  which  the  negroes 
give  the  name  of  billear  *.  Its  roots 
were  extremely  clofe  and  inter- twilled 
one  within  the  other :  they  held  but 
very  little  clay  together,  which  the 
water  could  not  wain  away.  The 

wood  of  this  plant  is  a  vaft  deal 

lighter  than  cork :  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  make  ufe  of  it  in  filhing, 
when  they  want  to  fwim  over  the 

river,  where  it  happens  to  be  too 

broad. 


The  ne¬ 
groes  are 


The  negroes  are  all  excellent  fwim- 
aH  excel-  mers  3  and  nothing  can  be  a  ftrong- 
Iner/Wim"  er  P1'00^  °f  this,  than  the  intrepidity, 
with  which  they  expofe  themfelves 
on  the  bar.  The  twenty-fifth  of 
the  fame  month,  I  was  on  the  fea- 
fhore,  bufied  in  obferving  the  height 

of 


*  A  new  fpecies  of  fefban. 
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ef  the  equinodtial  tides,  when  a  French  1751. 
vdTel  arrived  oppofite  to  the  fort  °cp!xmoe1, 
of  Senegal.  The  (hip’s  boat  advanc- 
ed  towards  the  bar  *  and  there 

waited  till  feme  body  from  (here 

came  to  fee  what  difpatches  it 
brought.  The  negroe,  who  was 

O  O-’ 


) 

tier 


ufed  to  this  buiinefs,  jumped  into  the 
water  to  fetch  the  letters,  though 
there  was  a  greater  fwell  than  ufiial 
becaufe  the  tides  rofe  to  a  higl 
pitch.  To  behold  the  violent  agi¬ 
tation  of  the  fea,  the  billow's  rifing 
above  ten  feet,  and  then,  falling  like 
fo  many  (beets  of  v/ater,  with  pro¬ 
digious  noife  and  weight,  one  would 
never  imagine  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  furmount  them :  yet  he  paffed 


them  all,  riding  upon  the  backs 
of  fome,  and  plunging  under  others, 
where  he  feemed  to  be  buried,  till  at 
length  he  happily  got  on  (bore,  with  the 
difpatches  committed  to  his  care.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  the  fea  the  objedt  moft  to  be 

R  2  dreads 
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1741.  dreaded  during  this  paffage ;  there  are 
Sfptem.pci .  ^ch  terrible  requiens  on  the  bar,  that 

they  oftentimes  devour  the  divers.  No 
doubt  but  it  was  owing  to  fome  ac¬ 
cident  of  this  kind,  that  a  negroe  dis¬ 
appeared  this  very  month,  and  was  never 
more  heard  of. 

Tremolo  The  next  day  we  catched  a  fifh 
in  the  river,  that  has  very  little  re¬ 
lation  to  any  of  the  known  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  liquid  element.  Its 

-X- 

body  is  round,  without  Scales,  and 
Smooth  as  an  eel,  but  much  thicker 
in  proportion  to  its  length,  The  ne¬ 
groes  call  it  ouaniear ,  and  the  French 
trernbleur ,  or  quaker ,  from  the  effedt  it 
produces,  which  is  not  a  numbnefs  like 
that  arifing  from  the  cramp-fifh,  but  a 
very  painful  trembling  in  the  limbs  of  thofe 
who  touch  it.  This  effedt  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  differ  fenfibly  from  the  eledtri- 
•cal  motion  of  the  Leyden  experiment, 
which  1  had  felt  Several  times  :  and  it 


is 
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is  communicated  in  the  fame  manner  by  1751. 
fimple  contadt,  with  a  flick  or  iron  rod  SePtember» 
five  or  fix  feet  long  ;  fo  as  to  make  you 
inflantly  drop  whatever  you  hold  in  your 
hand.  I  have  tried  this  experiment  fe- 
veral  times,  as  well  as  that  of  eating 
of  this  filh,  which,  though  very  well 
tafted,  is  not  equally  proper  for  all  con- 
ftitutions. 

The  ifland  of  Senegal,  as  I  have  fe veral 
times  obferved,  is  no  more  than  a  naked 
fand-bank,  which  produces  but  a  few 
herbs,  and  thcfe  infufficient  and  improper 
to  feed  the  company's  flocks.  This  has 
obliged  them  to  look  out  for  a  place, 
where  the  cattle  might  find  pafiure, 
and  fecurity  again  ft  the  depredations 
of  the  Moors  and  the  negroes.  Thefe 
advantages  are  in  fome  meafure  found 

on  a  pretty  large  ifland,  called  Gri- 

* 

el,  within  two  leagues  north  of  Se¬ 
negal.  The  conveniency  of  getting  to 
this  place,;  by  means  of  a  fmall  ri¬ 
ll  ^  ver 


n  * 

I75I- 

October. 


id  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  vcy 
;<ge  to  tlie 
iitand  of 
Grid. 
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ver  cf  the  fame  name,  and  the  agree- 
.able  defcription  I  had  heard  of  it,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  take  a  trip  thither  for  a 
few  days.  I  fet  out  the  2d  of  October, ' 
by  the  fame  canal,  which  is  parallel  to 
the  principal  branch  of  the  Niger,  and 
feparated  all  along  from  the  fea,  only  by  a 
narrow  neck  of  find,  about  a  hundred 
fathoms  at  moft  in  breadth.  It  was 
covered  with  pelicans  or  wide  throats, 
which  moved  with  great  fcate,  like  fwans 
upon  the  water.  Without  doubt,  thefe 
are  the  larged  birds  in  the  country,  next 
to  the  oft  rich.  I  killed  one,  whole 
wings,  meafuring  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  were  above  ten  feet  wide.  Its 
bill  was  upwards  of  a  foot  and  a  half, 
•long;  and  the  bag,  faftened  underneath, 
held  near  two  and  twenty  pints  of 
water.  This  bag  is  not  only  for 
filling  ;  but  is  like  a  kind  of  cart¬ 
ing  net,  which  nature  hath  given  thole 
birds,  to  facilitate  the  means  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  wants.  It  could 

*  '  l 
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not  be  given  to  any  animal  that  knows  how  17^1. 

to  make  better  ufe  of  it,  for  they  may  be  Qclober‘ . 

faid  to  fifh  in  perfection .  They  generally  Their 

^  ^  ^  manner  of 

fwim  in  flocks  in  deep  water,  and  form  filing, 
at  firft  a  large  circle,  bat  contract  it 
afterwards,  by  drawing  near  one  an¬ 
other  gradually,  in  order  to  bring  the  ftfii 
along  with  them,  which  the  motion  of 
their  feet  has  confined  within  that  Apace : 
and  as  foon  as  they  fee  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  them  together,  they  plunge  their 
bill  wide  open  into  the  water,  and  fhut 
it  again  as  quick  as  a  fifherman  cafts 
and  draws  his  net.  In  order  to  empty 
their  bap*  of  the  water  with  which  it 

O 

is  filled,  they  only  lean  their  bill  on 
one  fide,  and  open  it  gently  ;  then  the 
water  runs  out,  and  leaves  the  fillies 
dry,  which  they  eat  very  quietly  on 
{bore. 

When  we  were  within  a  quarter  ofProf  a 
a  leaeue  of  the  iiland  of  GrieL  we  fVom  t]y. 

wood  o| 

thought  we  faw  a  beautiful  avenue  of  Grid. 

o 

R  4  trees. 
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1751.  trees,  which  prefents  itfelf  Tideways : 

oa°bc’*  their  fymmetry  would  even  make  one 
imagine,  that  they  were  planted  on  pur¬ 
pose  to  form  a  delightful  vifta ;  yet 
they  were  only  calabafhes,  Town  by 
the  hands  of  nature,  and  eafily 
known  by  their  make  and  fize.  Ex¬ 

cept  thefe  trees,  of  which  there  is  a 
great  number  on  this  point,  and  a  few 
mangroves,  there  are  hardly  any  others 
on  the  ifland.  The  meadow  is  on  this 
fame  fide,  on  a  red  fand  hill,  which 
is  Town  here  and  there  with  a  few 
fhrubs,  and  efpecially  with  tithymals, 
whofe  white  flowers  are  agreeably  in¬ 
termixed  with  the  lively  colours  of 
the  fuperb  lily  *  by  which  they  are 
topped.  The  reft  of  the  ifiand  is 
a  fm'ooth  even  plain,  the  greatefl 
part  of  which  is  laid  under  water  du¬ 
ring  the  rainy  feafon :  it  is  uncovered 
in  the  winter  by  draining  the  waters 
into  a  fmall  rivulet,  which  feems  to 

form 
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form  a  little  ifle  in  the  larger  ifland  1 7  5 t. 
of  Grid.  This  part  balances  the  good  °a°b!T 
qualities  of  the  other ;  for  it  produces 
only  two  forts  of  plants  of  which 
the  cattle  do  not  feem  to  be  very 
fond. 

After  pafling  the  rivulet  that  fe-  village  of 
parates  the  little  ifle  from  the  larger  Dcdml° 
ifland  of  Oriel,  I  found  towards  the 
north  the  village  of  Dounn  on  a  reddifh 
fand,  the  ground  fomewhat  higher,  and 
furprizingly  fruitful.  Proceeding  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  north,  I  came  to  the  village  of 
Nguiago,  from  whence  I  perceived, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  league  to  the  right,  Ngluago’ 
the  village  of  Torkrod,  which  is 
feparated  from  thence  all  the  way, 
by  a  morafs.  As  this  morafs  is  full 
of  water  and  reeds,  it  abounds  with 
aquatic  birds,  fuch  as  curlieus,  wood¬ 
cocks,  teals,  and  wild  ducks.  The  latter 

are 

*  The  marine  crifta  or  falicoraia,  and  Linnaeus’* 
crejja.  Spec,  Plant,  p\  223. 
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are  of  a  fmall  fize,  and  a  little  diffe¬ 
rent  from  our  European  wild  duck: 

•A 

there  is  fuch  plenty  of  them  in  this 
neighbourhood,  as  to  cover  a  very  large 
tract  of  ground  :  they  fliew  themfelves 
by  thoufands,  and  you  kill  them  as  it 
were  by  thou  lands.  It  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  to  fee  thirty  of  them  drop  at 
one  fhot,  and  oftentimes  twice  the  num¬ 
ber.  True  it  is,  that  thefe  lucky  fhots 
are  referved  for  the  negroes  :  for  be- 
fides  their  being  very  good  markfmen, 
and  their  making  ufe  only  of  thofe 
large  fowling-pieces  called  buccaneers ; 
and  aiming  at  thofe  birds  only  upon 
level  ground,  and  in  large  plains, 
they  have  flill  another  advantage  over 
Europeans  :  they  can  draw  near  the 
game,  by  means  of  the  colour  of  their 
bodies,  which  being  black  from  head 
to  foot,  are  confounded  with  the  verdure 
of  the  held  5  whereas  the  white  face 
of  the  Europeans,  or  the  fmalleft  bit  of  a 
fleeve  or  neckcloth,  is  perceived  afar  off 

.  ".by 
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by  thole  birds,  and  the  leaf!  noife  in  17 
the  world  frightens  them  away,  before  oa°be1'* 
you- come  within  reach  of  them. 

The  negroes  of  this  neighbourhood  are  Beds  of 
obliged  to  lie  on  very  high  beds,  in  of6 Gr! Il* 
order  to  be  fheltered  from  the  mufketoes, 
of  which  there  are  great  fwarms,  e '(pe¬ 
dal  ly  in  this  month,  Thefe  beds  are 
from  five  to  fix  feet  fquare,  and  confirt 
of  a  double  texture  of  flicks  laid  very 
clofe  together,  and  fupported  by  four  ports, 
which  are  raifed  eight  or  nine  feet 
from  the  ground.  They  mount  this 
kind  of  platform  by  flep  ladders,  fa¬ 
ttened  to  two  of  the  ports  perpendi¬ 
cularly  over  one  another.  This  fitua-  p  ftion 
tion  is  far  from  being  convenient :  for 
it  is  very  difficult  to  attend  thofe 
ladders,  moft  of  them  being  out 
of  order  by  frequent  mounting ;  and 
one’s  foot  is  apt  to  flip  towards  that 
fide  which  they  incline  to :  yet  the 
negroes  climb  them  with  great  eatt. 
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1751.  At  fun-fet,  the  mufketoes  UTue  forth  in 

oa°bei‘  fvvarmSj  and  then  the  negroes  betake 
themfelves  to  their  platform.  There  they 
fup  and  fmoke,  and  chat  for  a  great  part 
of  the  night,  after  which  they  fieep  till 
day  in  the  open  air.  I  had  never  ufed 
the  precaution  to  take  a  tent  with  me ; 
fo  that  I  lay  with  them  and  in 
their  manner,  that  is,  almoft  naked,  the 
great  heat  not  permitting  me  to  wear 
any  fort  of  garment.  The  mufketoes 
indeed  were  not  fo  troublefome  here  as 
under  cover  ;  ftill  they  fucked  a 
good  deal  of  blood,  and  every  morn¬ 
ing  I  had  my  face  disfigured  with  pim¬ 
ples.  This,  however,  did  not  hinder 
me  from  pafling  my  nights  very  agree¬ 
ably. 


Beautiful 
iky  at  Sene 
gal. 


Befides  the  amufernent  I  received  from 
the  fables  dialogues,  and  witty  ftories, 
with  which  the  negroes  entertained  each 


other  alternately,  according  to  their 
curtorn  *  I .  was  ravifhed  with  be¬ 


hold- 
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holding  a  fky,  ever  blue  and  ferene,  and  be- 
fpangled  with  ftarsthat  fhone  forthwith  the 
brighteft  luftre,  Raifed  on  this  platform, 
as  on  a  fmall  obfervatory,  open  on  all  lides, 
1  could  ealily  accompany  thofe  luminaries 
with  my  eye,  in  their  common  revolution 
from  eaft  to  weft.  Oftentimes,  I  did  not 
lofe  fight  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  diik  of 
the  fun  and  of  the  larger  ftars,  till  they 
plunged  under  the  horizon  of  the  ocean : 
and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  me,  to 
pay  the  fame  attendance  upon  feme 
ftars,  much  below  the  fecond  magni¬ 
tude  5  though  they  could  not  be  dif- 
cerned  after  their  rife,  till  towards 
the  third  or  fourth  degree  of  their 
afcenfion  above  the  horizon,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  vapours,  which  are  more 
frequent  upon  land. 

The  negroes  likewife  pointed  to  me 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  ftars, 
that  form  the  chief  conftellations,  as 
Leo,  Scorpio,  Aquila,  Pegafus,  Ori¬ 
on, 
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1*751.  on,  Sirius,  Procyon,  Spica,  Canopus, 

oa°ber'  befides  mod  of  the  planets,  where¬ 
with  they  were  well  acquainted.  Nay, 
they  went  fo  far,  as  to  diftinguifh 
the  fcintillation  of  the  ftars,  which, 
at  that  time  began  to  be  vifible  to  the 
eye.  It  is  amazing,  that  fuch  a  rude 
and  illiterate  people,  fhould  reafon  fo 
pertinently,  in  regard  to  thofe  hea¬ 
venly  bodies  :  for  there  is  no  man¬ 
ner  of  doubt,  but  that,  with  proper  in- 
ftruments  and  a  good-will,  they  would 
become  excellent  aftronomers  •  by  rea¬ 
fon  that  they  live  in  a  climate  that  en¬ 
joys  a  clear  fky,  almoft  the  year 
round  •  and,  as  they  fpend  their  time 
out  of  doors,  they  have  all  manner 
of  conveniences  for  examining,  every 
moment,  into  what  paffes  in  the  Har¬ 
ry  regions. 


A  few  days  after 


The  ne¬ 
groes  huts 

are  fre-  the  ifland  of  Senegal, 

quently  0 

burnt. 


my  return  to 
the  north  part 

of 
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of  the  village  was  burnt  down  to  1755. 
the  ground.  The  reader  may  cafily  JllAAl 
imagine  what  havock  the  flames,  ef- 
pecially,  when  fanned  bv  a  very  ftrong 
north-eaft  wind,  muft  have  made  a- 

mong  a  parcel  of  ft  raw  huts,  that  flood 
extremely  clofe  to  each  other,  and  had 

been  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fan.  In 

vain  did  the  marabous  climb  on  the  top 
of  the  cottages,  and  fpit  into  the 

blaze  ;  in  vain  did  they  mumble  over 
their  prayers,  and  aft  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  mummeries  :  not  one  of  the 
huts,  over  which  they  performed 
thofe  charms,  efcaped  :  neither  was 
the  fury  of  the  flames  afluaged,  till  the 
inhabitants,  finding  the  inutility  of  thofe 
fuperftitious  incantations,  beftirred  them- 
felves  with  all  their  might,  in  throw¬ 
ing  water  and  fand  to  extinguish  the  fire. 

The  day  following,  they  endeavoured 
to  repair  their  lofs:  new  cottages  were 
raifed  on  the  fame  fpot  3  and  in  a  few 

days 
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1751.  days  there  were  no  vefiiges  remaining  of 

_ the  damage  done  by  this  conflagration. 

So  common  are  thefe  accidents  in  this 
country,  that  I  remember  fome  years, 
wherein  not  a  month,  nay  fometimes  not 
above  a  week  or  a  fortnight  elapfed, 
without  one  hut  or  another  taking  fire  : 
and  fometimes  it  fpreads  with  fu ch  fury, 
that,  in  the  foace  of  five  years,  one  half  of 
the  village  of  Senegal,  extending  very  near 
four  hundred  fathoms,  was  twice  burnt 
down  to  the  ground,  in  lefs  than  four 
and  twenty  hours.  The  caufe  of  thefe 
misfortunes,  is  frequently  unknown,  for 
they  commonly  happen  in  the  day¬ 
time,  during  the  mod  fcorching  heats 
of  the  fun  :  and  the  negroes  are  fo 
ufed  to  them,  that  they  feldotn  lofe  ei¬ 
ther  their  lives  or  effects,  fo  that 
they  expedt  them  continually,  without 
living  under  any  great  apprehen- 
fion. 


The 
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The  ifland  of  Sor  is  divided  into  two 
Unequal  parts  by  a  ffnall  marigot ,  the 
mouth  of  which  is  oppoiite  to  the  fort  on 
the  ifland  of  Senegal.  I  entered  it  the 
firft  time,  in  my  pirogue ,  the  '8th  of  De¬ 
cember.  1  his  rivulet  is  fo  narrow,  that 
the  branches  of  the  mangroves  on  each 
fide  join  together,  and  form  a  kind  of 
ifle  or  covered  alley,  which  extends  ah 
moll  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  length.  I 
paid  dearly  for  the  fervice  thofe  trees  did 
me,  in  fheltering  me  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun ;  for  in  an  inftant  I  was  attacked 
by  a  prodigious  fwarm  of  mufketoes,  and 
large  flies,  *  whofe  flings  are  as  painful 
as  thofe  of  bees.  My  negroes,  being 
naked,  buffered  infinitely  more  than  I : 
their  bodies  were  covered  with  thefe  in- 
feds  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  made 
feveral  rows  clofe  upon  one  another.'  I 
really  believe  fuch  a  fpectacle  was  never 
feen  before;  and  that  all  thefe  ftingings 
drained  them  of  as  much  blood,  as  they 

?  Tabanus.  The  gad-fly. 
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would  have  loft  by  a  copious  bleeding. 
This  canal  muft  have  been  the  great  tho¬ 
roughfare  for  the  mufketoes  coming 
from  the  bottom  of  the  wood,  which 
feems  to  be  the  general  magazine  of  the 
country,  from  whence  they  ifthe  out 
in  fwarms,  and  fpread  themfelves  among 
the  villages  and  other  places  inhabited  by 
man  or  beaft. 

Were  it  not  for  the  above  inconveni- 
ency,  this  rivulet  would  be  the  fineft 
place  in  the  world  for  a  trip  on  the  wa¬ 
ter.  The  breadth  of  it  is  from  two  to 
four  fathoms  ;  with  as  many,  and  fome- 
times  more,  in  depth.  It  is  frequented 
by  a  great  number  of  birds,  all  exceiling 
each  other  in  beauty ;  and  efpecially  by 
feveral  fpecies  of  the  king-fifher,  whofe 
plumage  is  agreeably  depicted  with 
variety  of  the  moft  lively  colours. 
There  you  hear  alfo  a  continual  warb¬ 
ling  of  birds,  with  repeated  echoes 
from  the  many  trunks  of  trees, 
with  which  the  banks  are  lined.  The 

two 
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two  extremities  thereof  are  flopped  up 
with  a  fhoal,  which  admits  of  none  but 
pirogues  to  enter :  yet  taking  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  tide,  fhallops  might  be  fent 
up  it  by  the  marigot  of  Kantai,  to  cut 
down  a  confiderable  quantity  of  man¬ 
groves,  moft  of  which  are  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  might 
be  of  excellent  ufe  for  timber  to  build 
houfes.  The  bank  at  the  eaft  end  of 
the  rivulet  is  a  flimy  fand,  which  is  bare 
at  low  water.  When  I  pafied  that  way, 
half  a  dozen  crocodiles  lay  ftretched 
out  before  the  fun,  immoveable,  like  fo 
many  pieces  of  log- wood,  on  the  ground. 
Whenever  the  negroes  come  near  this 
place,  they  are  fure  to  find  thefe  animals 
here;  and  thence  it  is  that  they  call  this 
rivulet  the  marigot  of  the  diafiks ,  which, 
in  their  language,  fignifies  the  rivulet  of 
the  crocodiles, 

■  i\ 

To  the  right  of  this  fiscal,  I  entered 
the  marigot  of  Kantai,  where  the  ne¬ 
groes  were  at  that  time  very  bufy  in 

S  2  fifhing 
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1751.  fifhing  for  the  lamantin,  or  fea-cow.  This 

December,  which  has  been  mentioned  by  all 

voyagers,  and  which  many  have  de- 
fcribed  without  being  well  acquainted 
with  it,  and  which  probably  gave  rife  to 
the  fable  of  the  mermaids,  deferves  fo 
particular  a  defcription,  that  I  fhall  be 
excufed  from  faying  any  thing  more  about 
it  in  this  compendious  narrative.  There 
does  not  pafs  a  year  in  which  the  negroe 
inhabitants  of  this  neighbourhood,  who 
have  referved  the  fifhery  to  themfelves, 
exclufive  of  all  others,  do  not  catch  half 
a  dozen,  the  greateft  part  of  which 
they  fell  to  the  fort  of  Senegal.  It 
is  caught  only  in  December  and  Ja¬ 
nuary,  which  are  the  mod  favourable 
months.  The  flefh  of  it  is  fine  eating  ; 
being  of  the  colour  of  veal  or  pork,  and  in 
tafte  partaking  of  both  j  but  it  feldom  is  fo 
tender. 


The  Tea 
breaks  in 
•vpon  the 
Kiger. 


Afcending  the  Niger,  as  we  came  out 
of  the  ?narigots  of  Kantai  and  Guiara,  I 
faw  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  the  feveral 

gutters. 
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gutters,  which  the  fea  had  made  the  day  1 751. 
before  by  dafhing  with  fuch  violence  DLCeffib-'la 
againft  the  fands.  It  was  hill  high 
enough  to  pour  its  waters  into  the  river : 
and  what  is  very  remarkable,  in  regard  to 
this  effedt  of  a  fwelling  fea,  is,  its  having 
appeared  feveral  years  fucceffively  during 
the  winter  fold  ice,  and  not  in  the  equi¬ 
noxes,  as  if  the  tides  were  ftronger  in 
that  feafon  of  the  year  than  in  this. 

Not  with  (landing  that  I  made  all  the  very  &ort 

inT  i  1  1?  1  twilight, 

haite  1  could,  yet  i  did  not  get  back  to  the 
point  of  the  illand  of  Senegal  till  fix  in 
the  evening  5  and  when  I  reached  the  fort, 
it  was  night.  For  in  thofe  countries,  where 
the  nights  and  days  arealmoft  equal  the  year 
round,  they  have  but  very  little  twilight, 
and  there  is  not  the  difference  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  between  fun-fet  and  darknefs: 
fo  that,  as  foon  as  it  is  ten  or  fifteen  de¬ 
grees  below  the  horizon,  an  opake  gloom 
fpreads  itfelf  over  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and  it  is  then  as  dark  as  midnight. 

s  3 
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Pleafed  with  what  I  had  learned  by  a 
conftant  navigation  for  feveral  months 
fucceffively,  in  all  the  fmall  rivers  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ifle  of  Sor,  I  was 
not  willing  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  fee¬ 
ing  their  method  of  tillage,  which  was 
to  be  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
June,  the  next  year,  in  that  ifland.  Early 
in  the  morning,  the  8th  of  June,  all  the 
inhabitants  attended  the  lord  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  into  the  field,  finging  and  dancing 
as  on  a  great  feflival :  Some  carried 
their  tabour  and  pipe ;  others  had  no 
other  tool  or  infirument  than  a  fmall 
fpade  helved  with  a  flick,  which  was 
bent  in  the  middle,  and  long  enough  to 
prevent  their  being  obliged  to  floop  to 
work.  After  they  had  all  danced  a  few 
minutes  on  the  very  fpot,  the  latter,  with¬ 
out  interrupting  the  cadence,  began  to 
throw  up  the  ground  with  their  fpades,  in 
order  to  root  out  the  weeds.  During  this 
operation  they  accorded  fo  well  with  the 
found  and  meafure  of  the  inflruments  in 
their  motions  and  finging,  that  you  would 

have 
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have  concluded  all  thofe  huibandmen  to 
be  profefied  dancers  and  lingers.  It  was 
plealing  to  fee  how  they  toiled  their  arms 
and  legs,  and  into  what  contorfions  they 
threw  themfeives  with  an  air  or  content, 
according  as  the  found  of  the  tabour  was 
more  or  lets  quick,  and  as  the  guvt tots 
gave  more  life  to  their  linging.  i  hey 
were  not  to  leave  off  working  till  night ; 
in  two  days  they  were  io  reiume  tneir 
work  again :  and  tnen  their  talk  con- 
fids  in  digging  with  the  fame  fpade  a 
few  holes,  into  which  they  throw  a  few 
grains  of  millet,  over  which  they  im¬ 
mediately  fpread  the  earth  with  their 
feet.  When  this  is  done,  they  rely 
upon  the  rains  for  every  thing  elfe,  and 
they  are  excufed  from,  all  kind  of  la¬ 
bour  till  harveft-time.  Their  lougans, 
for  fuch  is  the  name  they  have  given  to 
their  ploughed  lands,  are  generally  en- 
clofed  with  a  hedge  of  thorns,  or  a  kind 
of  tithymallus,  or  herb  fpurge,  which 
Is  never  very  large,  nor  tall.  The 
bark  of  it  is  fo  white  as  to  render  it  re- 

S  4  markable 
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markable  above  all  otiier  trees.  It  grows 
very  f^lf  after  the  manner  of  all  foft  wood 
and  when  cut,  it  fheds  a  large  quantity 
of  white  thick  liquor  like  milk,  which 
flows  in  great  abundance. 

Vv  hen  thefe  hufbandmen  were  fet 
about  their  work,  I  left  them  to  go  a 
fhooting  as  far  as  the  village  of  Sor- 
nguiann,  which  is  within  a  fmall  half 
league  of  Sor,  or  Sor-baba.  I  killed 
fome  woodpeckers,  partridges,  larks, 
and  a  few  geefe.  The  geefe  of  this 
country,  which  the  negroes  call  hitt , 
have  nothing  pleafmg  in  the  colour  of 
their  feathers;  but  they  are  remarkable 
for  a  large  bunch  on  their  head, 
crowned  with  feveral  caruncles,  which 
ferve  for  an  ornament.  Their  fhoulders, 
juft  on  the  fpot  where  the  inflection  of 
the  wing  is  made,  are  alfo  armed 
with  a  horn  like  a  prickle,  near  an 
inch  in  length :  and  they  ufe  it  very 
dexteioufly  againft  birds  of  prey  that 
want  to  attack  them. 


My 
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My  courfing  was  greatly  improved  by  1752* 
the  difcovery  I  made,  keeping  along  the  ^une*  , 
bank  of  the  neighbouring  marigot  of 
Sor-baba.  There  were  frefli  traces  im- 
prelfed  in  tiie  fand3  which  I  eafily  found 
to  have  been  made  by  a  crocodile:  this 
excited  my  curiofity  :  I  wanted  to  follow 
the  fcent,  in  order  to  find  out  this  ani¬ 
mal,  but  after  feeking  for  it  in  vain,  I 
came  to  a  place  about  fifty  paces  diftant 
from  the  rivulet,  where  the  fand  feemed 
to  have  been  difturbed.  My  negroes  judged 
that  this  might  be  the  place  where  the 
crocodile  layed  its  eggs ,  and  they  were 
not  miftaken :  for,  after  digging  about 
half  a  foot,  they  found  thirty  eggs,  which 
they  carried  away,  intending  to  make  good 
cheer  with  them.  They  were  hardly 
larger  than  goofe  eggs,  but  caft  a  fmall 
fcent  of  mu  fir,  which  would  doubtlefs 
have  been  very  agreeable  to  thofe  who 
like  that  fmell, 

I  had  been  now  upwards  of  three  years 
in  the  country  without  having  had  any 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  feeing  the  lime-kiln .  This 
is  a  place  fo  called  from  the  lime  made 
of  fhells,  of  which  there  is  pro¬ 
digious  plenty  in  that  neighbourhood* 
As  it  is  on  the  bank  of  a  final’  river,  which 
communicates  with  the  Niger,  the  paf- 
fage  to  it,  from  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  is 
eafy  by  water.  I  arrived  there  the  20th 
of  Auguft  on  board  a  veflel  which  was 
going  to  load  with  lime.  This  is  one 
of  the  mod  delicious  countries  upon  earth, 
being  diverfified  with  large  plains,  agree¬ 
able  valleys,  excellent  pafturage  at  all  times 
for  black  and  for  fmall  cattle,  and  with 
little  rivers,  the  banks  of  which  are  co¬ 
vered  with  mangroves  and  other  trees 
in  perpetual  verdure.  The  chief  of  thofe 
rivers  bears  the  name  of  the  lime-marigot : 
it  is  large,  and  very  full  of  fifh,  abound¬ 
ing  efpecially  with  fine  eels,  carp,  and 
macheirans .  The  latter  is  a  very  good  fifh, 
and  extremely  fat;  but  it  is  dangerous 
while  alive,  being  armed  on  the  two  fins 
of  each  fide,  and  on  that  of  the  back, 
with  a  very  {harp  dart,  wherewith  it 

wounds 
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wounds  thofe  who  attempt  to  catch  it. 
Thefe  wounds  are  venomous,  and  difficult 

to  cure. 

Goins:  afhore  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this 

O  _ 

rnarigot ,  I  found  myfelf  on  a  bank  or 
fhelis,  where  a  number  of  lime-kilns  had 
been  dug ‘very  near  the  fea-fide.  ims 
bank,  tho’  bare  of  earth,  was  covered  with 
a  very  thick  wood  there  were  even  fame 
calabafh- trees  of  above  three  feet  diame¬ 
ter.  I  kept  walking  among  the  fhells  as 
far  as  the  village  called  Montel,  which  is 
more  than  half  a  league  from  thence  fouth- 
ward ;  and  I  came  back  another  way,  in 
order  to  difcover  the  breadth  of  it. 
What  diverted  me  mod:  in  this  ex¬ 
pedition  was,  to  fee  the  manner  in  which 
one  of  my  negroes  killed  a  crocodile  feven 
feet  long.  Having  fpied  this  animal  afleep 
among  brambles,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree 
that  grew  near  the  bank  of  a  river, 
approached  fo  foftly  as  not  to  awake 
him,  and  then  ftruck  him  very  dexteroufly 

with 
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with  his  knife  in  that  part  of  the  neck 
where  there  are  no  bones  nor  fcales,  and 
pierced  hitn  nearly  quite  through. 
The  animal,  mortally  wounded,  and  curl¬ 
ing  himfelf,  tho’  with  fome  difficulty,  hit 
the  negroe  on  the  legs  with  the  end  of  his 
tail;  and  fuch  was  the  violence  of  the 
blow,  that  he  laid  him  flat  upon  the  ground. 
The  latter,  without  letting  go  his  hold, 
rofe  up  again  immediately;  and,  that  he 
might  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  cro¬ 
codile’s  devouring  jaw,  he  enwrapped  it 
with  a  paan ,  while  his  comrade  held  the 
tail,  and  I  got  upon  his  body  in  order 
to  keep  him  down.  Then  the  negroe 
drew  out  his  knife  again,  and  cut  off 
the  head  quite  clean  from  the  body.  This 
expedition  was  foon  over.  The  negroes 
did  all  they  could  to  drag  the  body  of  the 
crocodile  as  far  as  the  veflel,  for  it  was 
too  heavy  for  them  to  carry ;  but  finding 
their  endeavours  ineffectual,  they  got  it 
into  a  boat  in  order  to  put  it  on  board. 
By  this  exploit  my  negroe  acquired  high 
applaufe  from  all  the  laptots  of  the  veflel, 

and 
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and  from  the  neighbouring  inhabitants, 
who  had  been  long  acquainted  with  his 
dexterity  in  hunting  the  crocodile.  They 
did  honour  to  their  prey ;  for  that  very 
evening  they  eat  feveral  Dices  of  it.  I 
tailed  fome,  which  to  me  did  not  appear 
to  have  fo  ftrong  a  fcent  of  mufk,  as  it  is 
generally  faid  to  have,  and  I  found  it 
tolerable  good  eating. 

The  day  following  I  made  an  excurfion 
on  the  other  fide  the  lime-marigot ,  and 
was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  a  great 
number  of  hills  of  red  fand  upwards  of 
thirty  feet  high.  The  *  neons,  the  *detharsy 
and  feveral  other  fruit-trees,  gave  un¬ 
doubted  proofs  of  the  fecundity  of  this 
foil :  I  faw  chameleons  on  every  fhrub, 
and  when  they  were  touched,  they  changed 
from  a  green  colour  into  black.  They 
had  fine  fport  at  that  time  in  hunting  of 
grafs-hoppers,  with  which  the  earth  was 
In  fome  meafure  covered:  for  it  is  a 

•  '•  -  -  v  '  , 

f  New  fpecies  of  trees  never  yet  defcribech 
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miftake  to  imagine  that  this  animal  does 
not  eat.  Let  not  its  meagre  body  impofe 
on  ns  :  as  many  as  I  found  had  their  fto- 
machs  filled  with  butter-flies,  and  efpeci- 
ally  with  grafs-hoppers  5  which  fhews 
that  they  do  not  faft  fo  rigidly  as  the 
vulgar  formerly  imagined  :  but  this  is  not 
the  only  error  from  which  they  ought  to 
be  fet  free. 

To  return  to  the  banks  of  oyfter-fhells 
which  cover  the  lime-fields  upwards  of 
half  a  league;  the  negroes  have  alfo 
their  prejudices.  Gome  of  them  tell  us 
that  this  bank  was  the  work  of  monkeys 
in  former  ages ;  and  that  thefe  animals, 
being  then  more  numerous  than  they 
are  at  prefent,  eat  up  thofe  oyfters. 
Others  will  have  them  to  be  -  the  fhells 
of  oyfters  which  their  fore-fathers 
frnoke- dried,  as  they  themfelves  ufed  to 
do,  not  a  great  many  years  ago,  when 
the  mangroves  of  this  river  furnifhed 
them  with  wood,  as  thofe  of  the  river 
Gambia  do,  to  this  very  day.  The 

2  French, 
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French,  who  have  examined  thefe  banks, 
and  heard  the  reafonings  of  the  negroes  in 
regard  to  their  formation,  are  of  the  latter 
opinion.  But  even  were  we  to  grant 
both  thefe  points,  ftill  they  will  be  puzzled 
to  account  how  thefe  {hells  Should  be  ar¬ 
ranged  thus  in  the  regular  manner  we  find 
them,  without  any  intermixture.  Be- 
fides,  the  quantity  of  oyfters  that  could  be 
Shelled  and  dried  in  a  day,  is  fo  very  fmall 
in  comparifon  to  the  immenfe  heap  of  {hells 
in  queftion,  and  would  fuppofe  fuch  a  fe- 
ries  of  ages  to  form  this  bank,  that  the 
thing  lofeth  all  probability  in  the  fuppu- 
tation.  Without  having  recourfe  to  fuch 
precarious  proofs,  in  order  to  explain  in 
what  manner  this  and  fuch  other  heaps 
of  {hells  have  been  formed,  we  have  only 
to  refledt  on  what  pafifeth  in  the  river 
Gambia,  where  the  oyfters  considerably 
multiply  on  the  roots  of  mangroves, 
and  in  feveral  parts  have  formed 

very  high  banks  of  Shells :  and  we 
Shall  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe 
Spots  were  formerly  the  beds  of  rivers, 

1  where 
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where  the  oyfters  alfo  lived  on  mangroves ; 
that  thefe  beds  fucceffively  changed  place, 
and  that  the  fea  ictinng  left  thefe  banks 

bare,  and  upon  a  level,  eight  or  ten  feet 
above  its  furface. 

The  23d  I  returned  to  the  ifland  of  Se¬ 
negal  in  my  pirogue  :  though  it  was  very 
light  and  tottering,  yet  I  chofe  rather  to 
make  ufe  of  it,  than  to  wait  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  veffel  that  had  brought  me 
from  thence.  My  negroes  ftrove  who 
fhould  fwim  the  fafteft,  and  recondudled 
me,  in  leis  than  two  hours,  two  leagues 
and  a  half,  which  is  the  diftance  from  the 
lime-kiln  to  the  ifland  of  Senegal.  Not- 
withflanding  the  roughnefs  of  the  water, 
ana  a  ftrong  guft  of  wind  which  blew  from 
the  eaft  as  we  got  out  of  the  marigot  j  yet 
not  a  fingle  wave  broke  in  upon  us,  nor 
did  we  perceive  the  lead:  fprinkling,  be- 
caufe  we  were  fheltered  under  the  man¬ 
groves.  The  wind  was  now  quite  down, 
and  there  were  only  a  few  large  waves 
here  and  there,  when  a  pirogue  put  off 

to 
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to  crofs  the  river  :  the  pirogue  was  filial!, 
and  had  three  men  in  it  ;  two  of  them 
rowed  with  a  paddle,  during  which  ex- 
ercife  they  fung  a  kind  of  fong,  the  bur¬ 
den  of  which  I  heard  at  a  great  diftance, 
and  it  was  not  difagreeable.  The  ne-  pi 
groe,  who  fteered  with  his  paddle,  was 
probably  in  the  fault;  or  elfe  he,  who 
was  employed  in  the  middle  to  empty 
the  water  which  entered  the  pirogue , 
mu  ft  have  inclined  too  much  on  one 
fide,  and  deftroyed  its  equilibrium ;  or 
whatever  other  caufe  it  might  be,  the 
boat  overfet,  with  the  negroes  in  it. 
Though  they  were  very  adive  fel¬ 
lows,  they  had  all  the  difficulty  in  the 
world  to  let  it  right  again:  yet,  at 
length,  by  puffiing  it  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  ftili  continuing  to  fwim, 
they  emptied  the  water  out  of  it,  and 
got  into  it  once  more.  In  any  other 
circumftance  it  would  have  been  a 
diverlion  to  fee  their  manner  of  ac¬ 
ting,  as  well  as  the  dexterity  and 
ftrength  with  which  they  extricated 
themfelves  out  of  danger ;  and  it  may 
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1752.  be  faid,  that  they  fucceeded  extremely  well. 

,  Auguft‘  This  accident  is  not  uncommon  ;  but  as 
they  are  all  excellent  fwimmers,  there  is 
no  inftance  that  any  of  them  ever  pe- 
rifhed. 


Gigantic 

ferpent:. 


Towards  the  middle  of  the  next  month, 
I  had  a  prefent  made  me  of  a  young  fer¬ 
pent  of  the  gigantic  fpecies.  This  prefent 
gave  me  great  pleafure,  becaufe  it  was  the 
firft  of  the  kind  that  I  had  feen  3  and  I  have 
ftill  preferved  the  fkin  of  it  intire  in  my 
cabinet.  It  had  been  lately  caught  in  the 
marigot  of  the  illand  of  Senegal,  and  was 
yet  quite  alive.  The  length  of  it  was 
three  feet  and  fome  what  more:  its  co¬ 
lour  was  a  yellow  livid  ground,  with 
a  large  blackifh  band  all  along  its  back, 
on  which  were  fcattered  a  few  yellow 
irregular  fpots.  There  was  a  glofiinefs' 
over  its  whole  body,  which  gave  it 
a  fmooth  polifli  as  if  it  was  varnifhed. 
Its  head  was  neither  flat  nor  triangular 
like  that  of  a  viper,  but  round  and  fome- 
what  long.  This  ferpent,  fmall  as  it  was, 

gave 
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gave  me  a  fufficient  idea  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  all  the  other  fpecies;  yet  it  was  only 
an  imperfed:  reprefentation  of  the  large 
ones,  of  which  I  fhould  never  have  formed 
an  adequate  notion,  if  a  little  while  after 
they  had  not  brought  me,  at  different 
times,  two  of  a  middling  fize,  the  largeft 
of  which  was  twenty-two  feet  and  a  few 
inches  long,  and  eight  inches  broad.  The 
colour  of  its  fkin  was  a  dark  grey,  with  a 
few  yellowifh  lines  not  very  apparent :  the 
fkin,  ft  retched  out,  was  from  five  and 
twenty  to  fix  and  twenty  inches  broad. 
They  left  it  with  me  intire,  with  a  dice  of 
its  flefh,  the  remainder  of  which  was  to 
ferve  as  a  regale  for  feveral  days,  to  the 
perfon  who  caught  it,  together  with  the 
reft  of  the  village.  The  head,  which  was 
ft  ill  to  it,  was  of  the  fame  fize  as  that  of  a 
crocodile  from  five  to  fix  feet ;  its  teeth 
were  upwards  of  half  an  inch  long,  ftrong 
and  fharp ;  and  its  throat  was  more  than 
wide  enough  to  fwallow  a  hare,  or  even 
a  pretty  large  dog,  without  having  any 
occafion  to  chew  it. 
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By  feeing  thofe  two  ferpents,  which, 
according  to  the  tedimony  of  my  negroes 
and  of  all  thofe  who  had  beheld  great 
numbers  of  them,  were  but  of  an  indif¬ 
ferent  fize,  I  had  no  longer  the  lead;  room 
to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  I  had  heard 
a  thoufand  times  in  that  country,  and 
which  I  had  always  looked  upon  as  a 
fable.  Even  the  negroes  themfelves,  to 
whom  I  was  indebted  for  thefe,  allured 
me,  that  I  had  feen  nothing  extraordinary, 
and  that  it  was  not  unufual  to  meet  with 
fome,  within  a  few  leagues  ead  of  the 
illand  of  Senegal,  as  large  and  as  long  as 
the  mad  of  a  common  (hip.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Biffao  told  me,  they  had  feen  fome 
in  their  country,  that  wrere  a  great  deal 
longer  than  mads.  It  was  not  difficult  for 
me  to  judge,  by  comparing  their  accounts 
to  the  ferpents  I  had  before  me,  that  the 
larged  of  that  fpecies,  upon  a  jud  com¬ 
putation,  mud  be  from  forty  to  fifty  feet 
long,  and  from  one  loot  to  one  and  a  half 
broad. 


The 
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-  .  ,  ,  r  ,  1  *  September. 

his  prey,  is  not  Ids  extraordinary  to  an  nis  _____ 
enormous  fize.  Fie  lurks  in  morafies  and  Thpmanner 
places  not  far  from  the  water,  Flis  tail  ^hfed£. 
is  curled  two  or  three  rounds  of  a  circle,  theirprey' 
which  include  a  circumference  from  five 
to  fix  feet  diameter,  over  which  he  rears 
his  head  with  part  of  his  body.  In  this 
attitude,  and  as  it  were  immoveable,  he 
throws  his  eves  all  round,  and  when 
he  perceives  an  animal  within  reach,  he 
darts  upon  it  by  means  of  the  circumvolu¬ 
tions  of  his  tail,  which  have  the  fame  died 
as  a  ftrong  fpring.  If  the  animal  he  has 
feized  is  too  large  to  be  fwal  lowed  up  in- 
tire,  (as  for  inftance,  an  ox,  an  antelope,  or 
a  large  African  ram)  after  giving  it  a  few 
bites  with  his  deftrudtive  teeth,  he  crufhes 
and  breaks  its  bones,  either  by  fqueezing 
it  with  a  few  twifts,  or  by  prefling  it  with 
the  weight  of  his  whole  body,  which  lie 
Aides  over  it  1  then  he  takes  it  up  again  into 
his  mouth,  and  covers  it  with  a  frothy 
fpittle,  to  render  it  more  eafy  to  fwailow 
without  chewing  3  for  he  has  this  in  com¬ 


mon 
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September.  plzar(jgj  whiGh  never  chew  their  food,  but 

fwaliow  it  up  intire. 

Their  ufe.  This  monfier,  terrible  as  he  may  feem 
by  his  fize  and  firength,  does  not  make 
the  ravage  that  one  would  naturally  ima¬ 
gine.  He  is  eafily  difeovered,  by  reafon  of 
his  voluminous  fize,  from  whence  arifeth 
the  fecurity  of  animals  weaker  than  him- 
felf.  His  body,  wreathed  in  fpirai  curls, 
appears  at  a  great  difiance  like  the  brink 
of  a  well;  and  this  is  warning  enough  to 
travellers,  and  even  to  the  cattle  themfelves, 
to  turn  another  way.  We  never  hear 

\ 

that  he  attacks  the  human  fpecies;  at 
leafi,  examples  of  this  fort  are  very  rare. 
Befides  the  hunting  of  large  animals,  fuch 
as  horfes,  oxen,  ftags,  and  other  the  like 
quadrupedes,  whofe  fafety  depends  upon 
their  legs,  is  not  very  agreeable  to  him, 
either  becaufe  he  finds  it  too  troublefome, 
or  it  is  not  fo  fure,  or  their  flefh  is  not 
agreeable  to  his  palate.  He  is  much  better 
pleafed  with  devouring  other  lefler  ferpents, 
2  lizards, 
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lizards,  and  efpecially  toads  and  locufts, 
which  fcem  to  rife  in  clouds  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  only  to  fatisfy  his  all-devouring  jaws. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid  of  thefe 
ferpents,  that  they  do  more  good  than 
harm,  fince  they  cleanfe  the  earth  of  an 
innumerable  number  obnoxious  infedls  and 
reptiles,  which  would  otherwife  oblige  the 
inhabitants  to  defert  thefe  fruitful  countries, 
where  they  are  now  fettled :  fo  that  it  is 
the  intereft  of  the  negroes,  to  fuffer  thofe 
mongers  to  live  unmolefted* 

But  to  refume  the  thread  of  my  narra¬ 
tion  :  The  neceffity  I  was  under  of  return¬ 
ing  ten  times  to  the  fame  places,  and  in  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons,  gave  me  an  opportunity, 
the  1 2th  of  the  month  of  October,  of  dis¬ 
covering  a  thing  which  was  very  remote 
from  my  thoughts.  Croffing,  at  leaft  the 
twentieth  time,  the  Wood  ifland,  in  order 
to  reach  the  village  of  Kionk,  I  perceived 
feveral  fmall  fifties  in  moraftes  formed  by 
rain-water*  They  were  all  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies$  and,  by  their  lively  red,  I  knew  them 

to 
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to  be  the  Idler  kind  of  roaches.  The  rains 
had  iubiiaed,  and  the  water  was  beginning 
to  dry  up  in  thofe  ponds ;  a  fure  fign  that 
the  fifh  were  not  long-lived.  They  muft 
have  died  very  boon,  for  I  faw  the  ground 
two  days  after,  when  the  waters  were 
dried  up.  One  would  imagine,  that  the 
fpecies  was  loft  for  ever  in  regard  to  that 
particular  fpot ;  but,  far  from  it,  the 
next  year  new  ones  appeared,  intirely  like 
thofe  of  the  preceding  years.  Here  is  a 
fa the  more  worthy  of  notice,  as  it 
does  not  appear  by  what  means  the  fifti 
could  be  conveyed  to  that  place;  for,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  ponds,  though  deep, 
have  no  communication  with  the  waters' 
of  the  Niger,  w^hich  is  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  fathoms  from  thence ;  and  befides, 
this  fpecies  of  fifti  is  unknown  to  that  river: 
fo  that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  any  of 
the  aquatic  birds  fhould  bring  away  the 
eggs.  Surely,  no  body  will  pretend  to 
fay,  that  the  roaches  lay  their  eggs  every 
year  in  the  bottom  of  thofe  ponds,  where 
they  are  preferved  during  the  nine  months 

of 
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of  drought,  till  the  return  of  the  rain  ;  be- 
caufe  the  lame  difficulty  would  ftill  fublift 
in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  firft.  It 
would  be  at  leaft  equally  abfurd  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  their  feeds  were  conveyed  to 
other  places  by  vapours,  which,  as  they 
fell  down,  fcattered  them  here  and  there 
into  different  bafons. 

I  Hopped  on  this  morafs  no  longer  than 
was  neceffary  to  crofs  it,  becaufe  it  was 
very  late.  Thence  I  proceeded  to  a  fine 
country,  where  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  prodi¬ 
gious  quantity  of  uncommon  plants,  the 
narciffus  ceylanicus  *  diftinguiihed  itfelf,  as 
well  by  its  agreeable  flavour,  as  by  the 
whitenefs  of  its  flowers.  I  arrived  at  Kionk 
juft  as  the  night  came  on,  which  the  muf- 
•ketoes  made  me  pafs  very  difagreeably. 
Notwithftanding  all  the  precautions  which 
the  governor  of  the  village  had  taken  to 
fcreen  me  from  their  purfuits,  by  making 
me  lodge  in  one  of  his  own  huts,  newly 
plaiftered  with  mud  and  cow  dung,  and 

filling 

*  Narciffus  ceylanicus,  flore  albo  hexagono  odorato. 
Comm.  Hort .  Amjl.  vol.  I.  pag.  75.  tab.  39. 
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filling  it  all  night  with  fmoke  >  ftill  there 
entered  a  fuflicient  number  of  thofe  noi- 
fome  infedts  to  drive  me  almoft  mad. 
This,  together  with  the  ftink  of  the  dung 
and  the  fmoke,  infupportable  to  any  other 
of  the  human  fpecies  but  negroes,  obliged 
me  to  decamp.  I  ran  all  over  the  village 
from  hut  to  hut,  to  look  for  better  quarters. 
Whereever  I  entered,  I  found  the  beds  all 
full :  without  regard  to  fex,  age,  kindred, 
or  condition,  they  all  lay  promifcuoufly 
fide  by  fide,  fometimes  five  or  fix,  and  even 
eight  in  the  fame  bed,  naked  as  they  came 
out  of  their  mother’s  womb.  But  what 
furprized  me  the  mo  ft  was,  the  profound 
quiet  with  which  they  flept  in  the  midft 
of  fo  thick  a  fmoke,  that  one  would  ima¬ 
gine  it  muft  have  fuffocated  them.  In  fhort, 
after  rambling  about  a  good  deal,  I  had  no 
other  refource  left,  than  to  lay  myfelf 
down  in  the  open  air  on  two  mats,  ex¬ 
tended  between  two  fires :  and  even  here, 
the  mufketoes  made  me  pay  very  dear  for 
a  few  moments  of  reft. 


With 
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With  impatience  I  waited  for  day ;  and 
as  foon  as  it  began  to  peep,  the  lord  of  the 
village,  defirous  of  diverting  me  with  a 
walk,  conducted  me  into  his  gardens.  The 
whole  neighbourhood  was  very  agreeable; 
the  fallow  grounds  formed  large  mea¬ 
dows,  checkered  with  mangroves  and  ca- 
labafh- trees,  which  made  a  delightful 
landfcape.  At  that  time  the  fmall  millet, 
which  the  negroes  live  upon,  and  which 
in  their  language  they  call  dougoup-nioul 
ftiewed  its  golden  ears.  The  grain  was 
aim  oft  ripe,  and  drew  an  infinite  number 
of  birds,  that  made  a  vaft  havock.  In 
order  to  fcare  them  away,  the  inhabitants 
had  crofted  their  lougans  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  threads,  to  which  they  hung  fhells, 
bones,  and  other  fuch  bodies,  that  are  apt 
to  make  a  noife  upon  the  lead  col- 
Mon.  The  whole  was  to  be  put  in 
motion  by  four  cords,  which  were 
ftretched  to  four  comers  of  the  field, 
where  juft  as  many  women  or  children 
kept  watch  upon  fheds  or  covered  plat- 

%  Panicum  Indicum,  fpica,  longiffima.  C.  B.  Pin.  fag.  27. 
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forms,  from  fevcn  to  eight  feet  high,  and 

each  of  them  drew  a  cord,  as  foon  as  they 

*  t 

faw  the  birds  come  near.  Befides  this 
noife,  they  made  a  loud  hollowing,  and  kept 
clapping  their  hands.  This  watch  was 
to  continue  till  the  millet  was  nt  to  cut; 
yet  11  fpite  of  all  their  care  and  vigilance, 
they  were  often  deceived  by  the  feathered 
plunderers.  Small  bengalis ,  black  and  red 
fparrows,  and  other  pretty  birds,  which 
change  their  colour  once  a  year,  and 
which  the  French  call  fenegalis ,  flocked 
thither  every  morning  in  vaft  numbers. 
But  the  mod  terrible  fcourge  of  all  was 
a  large  fpecies  of  yellow  and  black  fpar¬ 
rows,  clouds  of  which  fell  like  hail  upon 
the  grain ;  and  when  they  had  fpread  de¬ 
flation  in  one  quarter,  they  flew  to  an¬ 
other.  Let  their  flay  be  never  fo  fhort, 
and  very  often  before  the  negroes  had  time 
to  put  their  fcare-crow  in  motion,  thefe 
birds  did  irreparable  mifchief.  I  have 
read  in  fome  relation,  that  the  ^Egyptians 
have  no  other  remedy ;  but  either  they 
muft  fow  more  grain,  or  the  deftruc- 

tive 
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tive  fparrows  muft  be  lefs  numerous  in 
their  country,  fince  we  do  not  hear,  that 
they  occalion  famines  fo  frequently  as 
among  our  negroes. 

Near  thofe  fields  of  millet  there  were 
lougans  of  cotton,  indigo,  tobacco,  water¬ 
melons,  French-beans,  and  other  legumes. 
Each  of  them  was  inclofed  with  a  hedge 
of  brambles,  with  which  was  entwined 
a  fpecies  of  wild  cucumber,  known  in 
the  country  by  the  name  of  moi-mci  *. 
This  plant  was  loaded  with  a  final!  fruit, 
which  is  of  a  fine  coral  red  when  it  comes 
to  full  maturity ;  and  fome  of  it  had  been 
plundered  by  the  ferpents,  lizards,  and 
birds.  My  people  perceiving  the  fruit, 
gathered  a  good  deal  of  it,  which  they  pre- 
fented  to  me,  after  tailing  of  it  themfelves. 
I  had  known  it  a  long  time 5  and  had  feen 
the  people  of  the  country  eat  of  it  often ; 
nay  I  had  feveral  times  eat  as  many  as  a 
dozen,  to  quench  my  thiift  in  the  violent 
heats,  without  ever  feeling  any  bad  con- 

fequence, 

*  Bryonia  folio  angulofo  acuto  glabro.  Bunn.  The/. 
Zeyl.  $ag.  48.  tab .  19.  fig.  1. 
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fequence,  or  the  leaft  inconveniency :  but 
that  day  I  thought  proper  to  eat  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  it.  I  dined  towards  noon 
with  a  very  good  appetite ;  and  I  like  wife 
flipped  without  feeling  any  bad  fymptom. 
It  was  not  till  nine  o’clock  that  this  fruit 
began  to  operate,  when  I  was  fuddenly 
feized  with  a  fuffocating,  or  ftoppage  of 
breath;  afterwards  it  worked  me  as  vio¬ 
lently  as  any  emetic  I  ever  took  in  my  life ; 
and  this  operation  lafted  near  eight  hours. 
One  of  my  negroes,  who  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  who  had  eaten  more 
plentifully  of  this  fruit  than  I,  was  feized 
in  like  manner  towards  midnight;  but 
did  not  get  off  fo  cheap.  This  eme¬ 
tic  continued  to  work  him  above  four 
and  twenty  hours,  with  fuch  violence, 
that  he  did  not  know  whereabouts  he  was 
all  the  time;  and  it  had  like  to  have 
coft  him  his  life.  Had  fuch  an  experi¬ 
ment  been  made  on  purpofe,  I  do  not 
think  a  more  favourable  l'uccefs  could  be 
expected  from  it:  and  what  is  moft  re¬ 
markable,  each  buffered  in  proportion  to 

the 
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the  quantity  he  had  eaten  of  this  fruit  5 
but  it  had  no  effed  at  all  on  him  who  eat 
only  a  dozen ;  and  even  he  who  fuffered 
moil  by  it,  was  as  well  two  days  after,  as 
if  he  had  not  been  ill  at  all. 

Tired  with  going  thro5  fo  many  hard- 
fhips  at  Kionk,  I  returned  to  the  ifland  of 
Senegal,  where  I  arrived  time  enough  to 
be  prefent  at  the  feaft  of  the  tahajke .  The 
Mahometans,  of  the  fed  of  Sina-Ali, 
founded  this  feaft  to  commemorate  the 
nativity  of  their  prophet :  it  falls  yearly 
towards  the  middle  of  the  Odober  moon  ; 
and  this  year  it  was  celebrated  the  18th. 
The  whole  day  was  fpent  in  feafting  and 
merriment,  during  which  time  the  faint,  in 
whofe  honour  the  feftival  had  been  infti- 
tuted,  feemed  to  be  very  remote  from 
their  thoughts.  It  ended  with  a  ge¬ 
neral  dance  in  the  favana ,  over-againft 
the  forts,  whither  people  of  all  ages  and 
fexes  repaired.  The  ball  was  opened  at 
four  in  the  afternoon,  with  tabor  and  pipe 
and  vocal  mufic.  The  young  people,  in 

their 
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their  gayefl  array,  difplayed  their  feveral 
abilities  in  this  kind  of  diverfion.  When 
they  had  tired  themfelves  for  two  hours, 
in  dancing  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  country,  that  is,  in  poftures  and  move¬ 
ments  the  mod  indecent,  and  moft  oppo- 
fite  to  our  ideas  of  modefly  and  fhame, 
the  fcene  varied  :  they  made  a  large  cir¬ 
cle,  to  give  place  to  lords  and  perions 
of  diftindion,  who  were  mounted  on 
horfes  magnificently  caparifoned.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  entertaining  than  to 
fee  thofe  proud  courfers,  forgetting  their 
mettle  and  fire,  and  conforming  to  the 
intent  of  the  feflival :  they  raifed  their 
feet,  and  touched  the  ground  lightly  and  * 
in  cadence ;  all  the  movements  of  their 
bodies  exadly  accorded  with  the  found  of 
the  jnflruments;  in  a  word,  their  geftures 
bore  a  perfed  refemblance  to  a  moft  regu¬ 
lar  dance.  The  feflival  feemed  to  be  in¬ 
tended  for  them  only,  fo  greatly  were  they 
affeded  with  it,  and  fo  fenfible  of  applaufe. 

I  do  not  think  there  can  be  a  nobler  fight 
than  that  of  horfes  trained  to  this  exercife, 

and 


TO  SENEGAL,  &c, 

and  efpecially  of  fuch  fine  beautiful  crea¬ 
tures  as  our  Arabian  horfes  of  Senegal. 
The  horfemen  themfeives  greatly  added  to 
thofe  fports;  for  they  managed  their  horfes, 
and  made  them  imitate  whatever  they 
pleafed,  feigning  by  their  gefture  and  at¬ 
titude,  fometimes  a  combat,  and  other 
times  a  juftling,  a  chace,  or  dance.  The 
fped:ators,  wrapped  in  admiration,  were 
difpleafed  at  the  too  rapid  approach  of 
night,  which  put  an  end  to  amufe- 
ments,  where  nought  was  heard  but 
joy,  feftivity,  and  mirth. 

A  journey  over  land  from  the  ifland  of 
Senegal  to  la  Chaux ,  or  the  lime-kiln ,  was 
likely  to  give  me  a  further  knowledge  of 
a  country,  that  had  pleafed  me  fo 
greatly  at  my  firii  vifir.  I  undertook  it 
the  4th  of  November:  my  pirogue  car¬ 
ried  me  a  league  and  a  quarter  by  water, 
as  far  as  the  port  of  Oalel,  where  I  went 
aihore,  intending  to  walk  to  the  village  of 
the  fame  name,  about  five  hundred  fa¬ 
ll  thorns 
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thorns  from  the  river  fide.  The  way  was 
over  barren  fands,  and  that  day  was  re¬ 
markable  for  one  of  the  fultrieft  eaft  winds 
that  had  been  ever  felt  in  this  feafon  :  but 
the  heat  I  endured  in  travelling  over  thofe 
fands  was  nothing,  when  compared  to 
what  I  fuffered  in  the  road  to  the  lime¬ 
kiln. 

I  had  now  a  long  league  to  reach  that 
place.  In  fetting  out  I  went  over  a  fandy 
difagreeable  plain,  where,  among  other 
fpinous  jfhrubs  that  are  fond  of  a  very  dry 
foil,  I  met  with  what  the  Jallofs  call  the 
niqtoutt :  it  has  a  good  deal  of  that  refi- 
nous  gum,  known  by  the  name  of  bdel¬ 
lium  ;  and  its  branches  ferve  for  a  Jokiouy 
that  is,  for  a  tooth-picker  to  the  women 
of  the  country.  Though  the  fun  had  not 
yet  reached  the  meridian,  the  fands  were 
all  on  fire ,  and  my  (hoes  were  foon  cracked 
and  burnt  with  the  fcorching  heat.  At 
any  other  time  I  fhould  have  moiftened 
thofe  burnings  fands  with  drops  of  fweat; 
but  the  eaft  wind  is  naturally  fo  parching, 

that 
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that  notwithftanding  the  violent  heat  of  1 752: 

•t  »  i  i  /*».,.  /^l  i  i  ^  ^  ovcmbcT' 

the  air  and  the  iun,  my  Ikin  was  dried  up,  r  ^ 
before  the  fweat  had  time  to  fhew  itfelf. 

I  had  violent  prickings  over  all  my  body ; 
and  the  blood  oftentimes  opened  itfelf  a 

A. 

paftage  through  my  pores,  which  the 
fweat  could  not  pervade.  My  negroes 
were  no  longer  of  a  black  complexion,  but 
as  red  as  copper :  they  wrere  tormented 
with  thirft,  the  inseparable  companion 
of  parching  heat,  which  obliged  them 
to  hang  out  their  tongues,  in  order  to 
breathe  more  freely.  I  was  as  thirfty  as 
they  5  and  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
this  is  one  of  the  greateft  miferies  a  per- 
fon  is  expofed  to  in  thefe  fcorching  plains* 
where  there  is  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be 
had.  No  doubt  but  it  would  have  been 
very  great  relief  to  us,  almoft  periflhing 
with  tllirft,  and  broiled  in  the  fun: 
but  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  are  not 
like  thofe  of  more  temperate  climates; 
they  keep  no  refervoirs  of  water  on 
the  high  roads  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers. 

U  2 
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After  having  walked  an  hour  over 
thofe  fands,  expofed  to  the  fcorching  rays 
of  the  fun,  I  came  to  a  dry  mea¬ 
dow,  full  of  thick  rufhes,  from  three 
to  four  feet  high,  which  greatly  tried  my 
patience.  What  little  water  there  was, 
I  found  it  faltifh,  ftagnated,  and  fpoilt  by 
crabs.  Never  did  I  behold  fuch  a  fight  of 
thofe  animals  as  on  this  very  fpot :  fome 
were  red,  others  dark  grey,  with  fuch 
prodigious  claws,  that  they  could  eafily 
fpan  my  leg,  without  fqueezing  it.  In 
fine,  this  continued  foreft  of  rufhes  (for 
I  met  with  nothing  elfe  for  the  fpace 
of  half  a  league)  brought  me  as  far  as  the 
lime  bank. 

I  was  fo  tired  that  I  wanted  to  reft  my- 
felf :  for  which  reafon  I  ftaid  here  fome 
time,  and  dined  under  the  trees,  with  a 
few  provifions  and  a  water-melon,  which 
I  had  brought  with  me  from  Galel.  This 
is  a  very  wholefome  fruit,  efpecially  after 
repaid;  and  I  have  often  eat  for  my  own 
deflert,  from  five  to  fix  pounds  of  it,  with- 

2  out 
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out  any  inconveniency  or  furfeit,  though 
I  had  made  a  hearty  dinner.  While  I 
was  feated  under  thofe  trees,  I  heard  the 
parakites  and  parrots  over  my  head  ;  and 
fome  of  the  kernels  of  acacias  and  gum-trees, 
which  they  were  eating,  dropped  down  at 
my  feet.  In  the  mean  time  my  negroes, 
who  had  fuffered  greatly  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  heat,  were  rubbing  their  fore¬ 
heads  with  live  toads,  a  few  of  which 
they  found  under  the  briars :  this  is  their 
ufual  remedy,  when  they  are  afflidted 
with  a  megrim  or  dizzinefs  ;  and  it  gave 
them  relief.  I  fuffered  as  much  from 
the  fame  complaint  as  they,  and  fhould 
readily  have  followed  their  example :  but 
the  want  of  being  ufed  to  thofe  animals,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  almoft  invincible  repugnance, 
which  I  look  upon  as  natural  to  every  body 
that  has  not  been  accuftomed  to  handle 
them,  hindered  me  from  having  recourfe 
to  this  innocent  and  wholfome  remedy. 
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the  meadow  I  killed  a  flamant  *3  and  a 
buftard  of  a  different  fpecies  from  the 
European  :  it  differs  in  the  colour  of  its 
feathers,  which  are  generally  of  a  dark 
grey;  its  neck  is  alfo  very  long;  and,  like 
the  lark,  it  has  a  kind  of  tuft  on  the  back 
part  of  its  head.  The  French  in  that 
country  call  it  a  flying- oftrich :  whether 
this  name  fuits  it  or  not,  this  is 
not  a  fit  place  to  examine ;  it  may  be  faid, 
however,  that  the  above  bird  refembles 
an  oftrich  in  many  refpedts. 


It  was  very  late  when  I  pafled  within 
fight  of  Galel ;  and  the  negroes  had  fet 
fire  to  the  herbs  and  brambles  as  well  * 
to  render  the  country  paffable,  as 
to  prepare  it  for  being  fown  the  next 
year.  Thus  the  heat  of  nodturnal  fire  fuc- 

ceeded  to  that  of  the  fun  ;  and  I  walked 

*  * 

by  the  light  thereof  as  far  as  the  port, 
where  I  embarked  for  the  ifland  of  Sene¬ 
gal.  There  I  arrived  fo  fatigued  and  ex- 


*  Phcenicopterus  Bahamenfis.  Catejby ,  <vcl.  i.  tab.  73 
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haufted.  which  was  alfo  the  cafe  with  mv 
negroes,  that  I  do  not  think  I  ever  flood 
more  in  need  of  repofe  in  my  whole 
life. 

c 

In  this  and  every  expedition  I  made 
fince  the  month  of  June,  my  principal 
view  was  to  acquire  fome  knowledge  of 
the  plantations  of  indigo.  I  was  curious 
to  know  what  quantity  and  quality 
the  negroes  fow  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  ifland  of  Senegal,  becaufe  I  had  a 
mind  to  repeat  fome  experiments,  which 
I  had  imparted  in  proper  time  to  the  Eaft- 
Inaia  Company.  Thofe  people  do  not 
take  much  pains  to  draw  the  die  out  of 
this  plant :  they  are  fatisfied  with  gather¬ 
ing  the  leaves  at  any  time  of  the  year, 
with  pounding  them  in  a  mortar  to  re¬ 
duce  them  to  a  pafle,  and  with  mak¬ 
ing  them  up  into  loaves,  in  order  to  p re¬ 
fer  ve  them  dry.  When  they  want  to 
make  ufe  of  them,  they  diffoive  them  in  a 
kind  of  lye,  made  of  the  allies  of  an  undluous 
plant  which  grows  in  their  fields,  and 

u4  .  by 
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by  them  is  called  rheme*.  This  diffoliv 
tion  imbibes  a  tindure  of  the  indigo,  into 
which  they  dip  their  linen  cold,  as  often 
as  they  think  neceffary,  according  to 
the  deepnefs  of  the  colour. 

I  know  what  fympathy  there  is  between 
the  cacrelats  and  indigo  5  but,  as  often  as  I 
happened  to  leave  a  bundle  of  this  plant 
in  my  room  in  the  night  time,  I  was  fure 
to  find  fome  hundreds  of  thofe  in  feds 
lodged  in  it  the  next  day ;  and  it  feemed 
as  if  they  were  all  got  together.  They  are 
as  troublefome  as  they  are  common  in 
the  ifiand  of  Senegal.  Though  they  are 
fcarce  an  inch  thick,  they  do  an  incre¬ 
dible  deal  of  mifehief.  They  gnaw  linen, 
fheets,  wood,  paper,  books,  and,  in  Abort, 
whatever  comes  in  their  way  :  they  attack 
even  the  aloes,  the  bitternefs  of  which 
keeps  off  all  other  infeds.  They  are 
likewile  very  dilagreeable  by  the  flench 
that  comes  from  their  bodies  >  and  they 

*  Portulaca  marina  latifolia,  flore  fuave  rubenti. 
Plum.  Cat.  pag.  6. 
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are  moft  horrid  enemies  to  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  take  up  their  quarters  5  for 
they  never  ftir  out  till  night,  then 
they  hover  round  the  room,  and  make 
as  great  a  noife  as  if  there  was 
large  cage  full  of  birds.  In  fhort,  the 
cacrelat  multiplies  fo  faft,  that  it  would 
be  a  moft  dangerous  infeft,  had  it  not  a 
great  number  of  enemies. 

Thofe  it  has  the  moft  reafon  to  be 
afraid  of,  are  the  fpider  and  the  fourd : 
the  latter  is  a  fpecies  of  lizard,  faid 
to  be  venomous,  and  as  lickerifti  after 
the  cacrelat  as  the  fpider.  They  both 
refide  in  bed-chambers  as  well  as  that 
infeed,  and  are  at  continual  war  with 
it ;  which  fecures  the  tranquillity  of  thofe 
with  whom  they  have  once  taken 
up  their  quarters.  The  hedge-hog 
likewife  perfecutes  it :  that  of  Senegal 
differs  from  the  European  in  fize  only: 
it  paffes,  like  the  latter,  fome  part  of  the 
low  feafon,  that  is  of  the  cold  and  dry 
feafonj  in  a  fpecies  of  lethargy,  dur¬ 
ing 
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ing  which  it  abflains  from  nourifhment, 
rarely  going  abroad  in  fearch  of  any; 
but  it  knows  very  well  how  to  repair  this 
lofs  in  the  fummer  nights.  I  kept  one  for 
above  three  years  in  my  chamber,  where  it 
did  me  immenfe  fervice,  by  freeing  me  from 
fpiders,  cacrelats ,  fourds ,  ants,  and  other 
infe&s,  with  which  the  room  had  been  in- 
infefted.  The  hedge-hog  is  exceeding 
good  eating,  and  very  tender,  efpecially 
if  you  take  it,  about  the  time  when  it  be¬ 
gins  to  enter  into  its  lethargic  deep. 

Another  inconveniency,  efpecially  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  or  low  feafon,  are  the  fand- 
fleas,  which  are  ip  called  becaufe  they 
lodge  in  the  fand  of  inhabited  huts. 

o 

Thefe  are  fo  full  of  them,  that  as  foon  as 
you  fet  foot  therein,  they  cover  you 
all  over;  and  they  are  fo  very  fmall, 
that  you  can  perceive  them  only  by  their 
numbers.  They  do  not  bite  hard ;  yet, 
when  there  are  great  multitudes  of  them, 
they  produce  an  itching  or  flinging  al- 
moft  intolerable.  What  is  moft  extraor¬ 
dinary 
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dinary  in  this  infedt,  it  never  leaps  or 
jumps  higher  than  three  or  four  inches: 
fo  that,  when  a  perfon  takes  care  to 
keep  himfelf  half  a  foot  above  ground, 
he  is  fure  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  that 
quarter. 

Th  is,  I  believe,  is  the  proper  place, 
fince  I  am  upon  the  article  of  Senegal, 
to  take  notice  alfo  of  feme  of  its  advan¬ 
tages.  Tho’  the  heats  of  this  climate 
are  exceffive,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  their 
winter  is  much  warmer  than  our 
fummer  in  France,  yet  they  are  fupport- 
able.  One  is  accuftomed  to  them  by 
degrees ;  becaufe  the  air  is  every  day  re¬ 
freshed  with  fea  and  land  breezes,  which 
blow  alternately.  The  way  therefore 
for  a  perfon  to  cool  himfelf,  is  to  catch 
the  fanning  breezes,  or  to  take  (belter 
within  doors,  when  there  is  a  thorough 
air,  and  the  windows  are  made  of  fine 
linen. 
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It  is  to  thefe  heats  that  they  are  partly 
indebted  for  the  fertility  of  their  lands. 
The  fands  of  this  ifland  are  converted 
into  gardens  of  confiderable  produce. 
Independently  of  the  legumes  and  fruits 
of  the  country,  fuch  as  the  Guinea  ofeille> 
botates,  ananas,  guavas,  and  fome 
others,  they  likewife  plant,  in  the  winter 
feafon,  mod  of  the  European  herbs  and 
legumes.  The  fig-tree,  the  pomegra¬ 
nate,  and  the  vine,  are  loaded  every  year 
with  excellent  fruit.  With  a  little  labour 
and  care,  there  is  no  fruit  nor  grain,  but 
would  grow  there  in  great  plenty :  they 
might  raife  whatever  they  want,  and 
generally  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  In 
fhort,  the  foil  of  the  iiland  of  Senegal, 
notwithftanding  its  being  fo  fandy,  is  yet  fo 
very  fruitful,  that  a  great  many  plants 
yield  feveral  times  a  year.  This  I  faw 
myfelf  in  a  garden  which  I  kept  on  pur- 
pofe  for  fuch  experiments :  and  what 
without  all  manner  of  doubt  will  appear 
very  furprizing,  is,  my  having  fown  par¬ 
ticular  legumes,  of  which  I  had  above 

twelve 
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twelve  crops  the  fame  year.  But  this  cu¬ 
rious  detail  I  refer  to  another  work. 

There  is  not  perhaps  a  country  in  the 
world  where  poultry  are  more  common. 
They  breed  turkeys,  Guinea  hens, 
geefe,  ducks,  and  a  prodigious  number  of 
fowls.  Their  pigeons  are  in  admirable  per¬ 
fection  ;  and  their  hogs  multiply  very  faff. 
There  is  alfo  plenty  of  fifh,  and  efpecially 
in  the  Niger,  where  you  may  catch  carps 
with  your  hand.  This  river,  befides  the 
lamantin  or  fea-eow,  abounds  in  captains,* 
mullets,  furmullets,  foies,  rays,  and  other 
excellent  fifh:  it  has  alfo  plenty  of  crabs  and 
lobfters.  Molt  of  thefe  fifh  come  from  the 
fea :  and  it  is  faid,  that  when  they  are 
caught  in  the  river  it  improves  them ;  be- 
caufe  the  mixture  of  the  frefh  with  the 
fait  water  makes  them  more  delicate  and 
tender.  To  all  thefe  advantages  we  may 
add  the  pleafure  of  fporting ;  for  this 
ifland  is  furniihed  with  little  moor-hens, 

*  A  fifli  To  called,  becaufe  it  is  very  red,  and  its  fins  re¬ 
ferable  a  feather  :  it  is  very  like  a  carp,  but  larger. 
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with  larks,  thrufhes,  fea-partridges,  and 
yellow  wagtails,  or,  to  exprefs  myfelf 
better,  the  ortolans  of  the  country :  thefe 
are  fmall  lumps  of  fat,  exceedingly  well 
tailed. 

The  only  thing  wanting  in  the  ifland 
of  Senegal  are  walks ;  for  they  fay  it  is  too 
fmall,  and  too  naked.  They  might,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  have  umbrageous  avenues  for 
the  fake  of  a  fhady  walk,  were  they  to 
plant  calabafh-trees,  and  the  like,  which 
delight  in  moilt  fands :  but  of  what  ufe 

o 

would  it  be,  to  make  a  harbour  for  the 
mufketoes,  that  is,  for  a  greater  plague 
than  the  moll  exceflive  heats  ?  Of  what 
fervice  would  thofe  avenues  be  in  a  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  time  of  walking  is  not  till 
fun-let  ?  Ought  they  to  regret  this  lofs, 
when  they  have  gardens  enamelled  with 
perpetual  verdure,  which  every  day  pre- 
fent  the  eye  with  new  decorations,  where 
fuch  a  multitude  of  flowers,  as  agreeable 
by  their  fragrant  odours  as  by  the  variety 
of  their  colours,  {hoot  up  almoft  without 

care 
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care  or  culture*  There  you  fee,  fweet 
bafil  of  all  fizes  and  colours,  tuberofes, 
daffodils,  afphodel-lillies ;  among  which 
the  night-fhade,  the  African  pink,  the 
amaranth,  and  pomegranates  in  bloffom, 
produce  an  excellent  effedt.  The  blue 
and  gilt  lizards,  with  butterflies  and  other 
infedts,  all  equally  beautiful,  delight  in 
coming  hither  to  mix  their  different  co¬ 
lours,  and  to  diverfify  that  famenefs  which 
one  fees  in  moft  gardens. 

I  had  taken  a  plan  of  the  Wood-ifland, 
as  well  as  of  that  of  Grid,  the  lime¬ 
kiln,  the  ifland  of  Sor,  Bokos,  and 
feveral  others  and  nothing  further  re¬ 
mained  for  me  than  to  add  the  point  of 
Barbary  and  the  falt-pans  to  it :  then 
I  fhould  have  a  complete  map  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ifland  of  Senegal, 
from  the  village  of  Mouitt  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Niger,  as  far  as  the  village  of 
Torkhod,  feven  leagues  to  the  north.  The 
defire  I  had  of  finifhing  a  work  already 
far  advanced,  and  which  had  coft  me 

fuch 
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fuch  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  fo  many  ex^ 
curfions  over  the  burning  fands,  induced 
me  to  undertake  an  expedition  to  the  fait— 
pans.  I  therefore  embarked  the  15th  of 
June,  1753,011  board  a  vefiel  that  was  going 
to  trade  there  for  fait.  As  it  was  well 
equipped,  and  the  wind  proved  favourable, 
we  foon  got  beyond  the  Englifh  illand, 
which  is  only  a  flip  of  mar£hy  land,  a  hun¬ 
dred  fathoms  in  diameter,  covered  with  reeds 
and  almoft  impenetrable  mangroves.  We 
pafled  the  ifle  of  Bokos  with  the  fame 
quicknefs;  and  as  foon  as  we  came  acrofs  the 
fonth  point  of  the  marigot  of  Del,  I  went 
on  fhore  in  order  to  fathom  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  while  the  vefTel  continued 
its  courfe  to  the  place  where  it  was  to 
anchor. 

$  •'  *  1  • 

Walking  over  the  fands  of  this  point, 

1  met  with  fuch  a  multitude  of  ferpents, 
that  they  leemed  to  grow  wherever  I 
trod :  fortunately  for  me  they  were 
neither  large  nor  venomous,  being  hardly 
fo  big  as  one’s  little  finger  $  fo  that  their 

bite 
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bite  could  not  be  dangerous*  Thefe 
fands  brought  me  to  the  falt-pans,  which 

•  r~r 

were  two  thirds  of  a  league  from  the 
marigot :  they  are  a  kind  of  morafs,  from 
two  to  three  hundred  fathoms  long, 
and  one  third  broad,  filled  with  a  fait 
water  extremely  fharp.  It  is  fo  impreg¬ 
nated  with  fait,  as  to  yield  one  third 
of  its  quantity,  and  rather  more;  and, 
when  congealed,  it  covers  the  bottom 
with  a  thick  folid  cruft.  The  negroes 
enter  up  to  the  knee,  and  oftentimes 
deeper,  into  this  water,  which  may 
be  faid  almoft  to  boil  with  the  heat 
of  the  fun.  They  are  provided  with 
flakes  of  hard  wood,  with  which  thev 
break  the  fait ;  and  afterwards  they 
carry  it  to  the  river  fide,  where  the 
French  traffick  with  them.  This  fait  is 
generally  fo  white  as  to  dazzle  the  eye : 
fome  of  it  is  alfo  of  a  carnation  colour: 
but  it  has  always  a  bitter  fharpnefs,  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  tafte;  and  it  is  this  cor- 
rofive  quality,  that  renders  it  not  fo 
proper  for  faking  of  frefh  meat  and  fifh. 

X  One 
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One  would  imagine,  that  thefe  fait 
morafles  have  fome  communication  with 
the  fea.  I  had  been  of  this  opinion,  be¬ 
fore  I  vifited  the  fpotj  but  then  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  impoflibility  of  it.  They  are 
feparated  from  the  Niger  by  a  neck  of 
land,  of  above  five  hundred  fathoms, 
where  a  chain  of  fand-hills  rifeth,  which 
neither  the  waters  of  the  river,  nor  even 
thofe  of  the  fea,  when  moft  tempeftuous, 
do  ever  reach.  The  furvey  I  took  of  this 
ground  that  day,  convinced  me  further, 
that  the  bottom  of  this  morafs  is  higher 
than  the  furface  of  the  river  :  whenc 
I  concluded,  that  we  muft  trace  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  this  fait,  which  is  every  year 
produced  in  fuch  abundance,  up  to  fome 
other  caufe  than  the  actual  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  fea-water. 

When  I  had  examined  the  falt-pans,  and 
finifhed  all  my  furveying,  I  went  to  the 
trading  place  called  by  the  name  of  Pi¬ 
quet,  where  the  exchange  of  goods  was  to 
be  made,  and  oppofite  to  which  the  veffel 

had 
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had  anchored.  The  agent  for  this  bufinefs 
had  already  caufed  a  tent  to  be  pitched 
upon  the  fhore,  and  fome  huts  to  be 
built  of  leaves  of  trees,  under  which  we 
were  to  lie.  The  negroe  lord,  maftef  of 
the  falt-pans,  otherwife  called  korom-af[QU> 
or  kram-ajfou ,  having  notice  of  his  ar¬ 
rival,  came  to  pay  him  a  vilit.  He 
feemed  to  be  about  forty ;  was  large,  and 
well  made:  his  complexion  was  not  a  deep 
black,  but  with  a  little  tindure  of  red : 
he  had  a  noble  air,  though  not  handfome  j 
a  quick  conception,  an  eafy  carriage,  and  a 
foft  agreeable  tone  of  voice :  he  explained 
himfelf  very  well,  and  with  gravity. 
After  half  an  hour’s  converfation,  when 
he  had  agreed  with  the  agents  he  con- 
duded  us  a  quarter  of  a  league  off  to 
the  village  of  Guebenn,  of  which  he  was 
governor.  There  he  received  us  very 
civilly,  and  even  with  a  politenefs  which 
One  could  hardly  have  expeded  from  a 
man  of  his  colour.  He  gave  us  a  colla¬ 
tion  of  new  milk,  palm  wine,  icaque 
plumbs,  called  ourai,  and  other  fruits  of 
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the  country.  He  had  fummoned  all  the 
young  people  of  the  village  to  give  us  a 
ball ;  and  accordingly  they  attended  us, 
dancing  to  vocal  and  inflrumental  mufick, 
as  far  as  the  trading  place,  where  they 
continued  thefe  fports  till  midnight.  Danc¬ 
ing  is  the  favourite  entertainment  of  the 
negroes ;  they  fometimes  bring  young 
children  with  them  that  can  hardlv  hand  : 

j 

one  would  be  apt  to  fay,  that  they  are 
born  dancing,  to  fee  the  exadtnefs  of 
their  movements.  The  fame  amufe- 
ments  were  renewed  every  evening. 
In  fnort,  this  good  man  did  all  he  could 
to  procure  us  diverfion ;  and  this  was 
not  a  fmall  comfort  to  us  in  fo  defert 
and  forlorn  a  place. 

i  . 

• 

The  next  day  I  went  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  neighbourhood  of  Mouitt, 
which  is  within  two  thirds  of  a  league 
to  the  fouthward  of  Piquet.  It  is 
a  pretty  large  trading  village,  advan¬ 
tageously  fituate  on  a  hill  weil  planted 
with  calabafh-trees,  and  wild  figs,  of  a 

very 
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very  great  height ;  the  latter  bear  a  ftrong  1 753 ^ 
refemblange  to  the  fycamore  of  the  an- 
dents.  By  the  way  I  palled  near  a  great 
number  of  fmail  fak-pans,  full  of  a  ftrong 
red  fait,  infinitely  more  fharp  and  more 
corrofive  than  that  of  the  large  ialt-pans 
of  Guebenn.  I  like  wife  met  with  foxes, 
antelopes,  and  the  footfteps  of  wild  boars 
and  wolves  lately  imprinted  on  the  fand  : 
but  the  {hooting  of  thofe  animals,  with 
which  I  was  well  acquainted,  did  not 
tempt  me  fo  much  as  that  of  certain 
blackbirds,  which  I  defcried  eaftward 
of  the  village.  They  were  fo  like  a 
turkey,  both  as  to  fize  and  feathers,  that 
one  might  very  eafiiy  miftake  them.  I 
killed  two  with  the  fame  fhot,  one  male, 
and  the  other  female.  They  had  both 
a  kind  of  black  hollow  helmet  on  the  sacredbirds* 
head,  of  the  fame  bulk  and  figure  as 
that  of  the  cafoar :  upon  their  neck  they 
had  a  long  plate  like  a  very  bright  vel¬ 
lum,  which  was  red  in  the  male,  and 
blue  in  the  female.  This  bird  might  be 
the  gallinache  of  the  Portuguefe,  or  what 
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thje  French  in  the  American  illands  call 
marchan ;  but  the  negroes  give  it  the 
name  of  guinar.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
neighbourhood  look  upon  it  as  a  mara - 
bou ,  that  is,  as  a  facred  animal;  per¬ 
haps,  becaufe  it  generally  lives  longer 
than  the  fmall  ferpents,  fo  common 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  for  which 
the  negroes  have  a  fuperftitious  vene¬ 
ration.  They  could  not  bear  that  I 
fhould  be  fo  audacious  as  to  facrifice 
their  marabous  to  my  pleafure :  nay,  they 
looked  upon  me  as  a  conjurer,  when  I 
brought  them  to  the  ground  with  the 
very  firft  fhot ;  for  they  imagined  thofe 
birds  to  be  invulnerable.  They  carried 
their  fuperftition  fo  far,  as  to  tell  me, 
that  I  fhould  infallibly  die  on  my 
journey,  for  having  committed  fo  heinous 
a  crime. 

This  adlion  did  not  gain  me  the  efteem  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Mouitt :  however,  I  got 
away  from  thence  without  any  harm,  and 
continued  my  journey  towards  the  village 

'  ;  ’  ?  of 
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of  Guioel  and  Guebenn,  where  I  found 

*\ 

Arabs,  called  foudenn  in  the  country  : 
it  is  a  kind  of  alkanna  *,  the  leaves 
of  which  are  ufed  by  the  negroe  men 
and  women  to  give  a  red  die  to  their 
nails  and  they  never  lofe  this  colour, 
till  they  come  to  grow  again.  From 
thence  I  continued  my  journey  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Del,  and  then  I  re¬ 
turned  to  the  trading-place.  The  banks 
of  the  Niger  were  at  that  time  co¬ 
vered  in  this  fpot  with  a  fmall  kind 
of  fifh,  fcarce  fo  large  as  half  a 
goofe  quill :  they  were  white  and 
tranfparent  as  cryftal,  and  each  fide  of 
them  was  marked  with  a  narrow  filver 
line. 

After  fpending  three  days  at  the  felt- 
pans  of  Guebenn,  I  fet  out  from  thence 
the  1 8th  in  the  evening,  and  returned  to 
the  ifland  of  Senegal,  directing  my  courfe 

*  Liguftrum  ^Egyptium,  el  henne  vel  tamar-endi. 
P ,  Alp.  dBgyp.  fag.  23. 
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1753.  by  the  point  of  Barbary,  in  order  to  be 
.  janc'  able  to  fettle  it  in  my  map.  I  travelled 
very  near  three  leagues  on  foot,  coafting 
its  fands  through  all  their  windings,  from 
the  bar  upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the 
Niger,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Gueutt, 
which  is  parallel  to  the  middle  of  the 
ifland  of  Senegal.  My  canoe  followed 
me  along  fhore,  and  kept  as  near  to  land 
as  poffible,  in  order  to  take  me  in,  if  I 
fhould  happen  to  be  flopped  by  a  ri¬ 
vulet,  or  by  any  of  thofe  thickets  of  tama- 
rifk  and  fanar,  which  are  fcattered  upon 
the  coaft.  All  the  way  I  faw  nothing 
but  yellow  crabs,  which  covered  the 
earth  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  fometimes 
I  went  over  plains  of  above  fifty  fa¬ 
thoms,  without  being  able  to  difcover 
one  foot  of  bare  ground.  On  thofe  white 
fands  the  fea  hind-weed  *  expanding  its 
purple  flowers,  amidfl  the  agreeable 
verdure  of  its  trailing;  ftalks,  formed  all- 

*  Convolvulus  marinus  catharticus,  folio  rotundo,  flore 
purpurco.  Plum .  Plant,  de  PAmerique ,  fag.  89,  pla.  104. 
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together  an  admirable  embroidery.  The 
fhrubs  I  faw  there  were  a  few  tama- 
rijfks,  the  beidel-ojfar  the  paretuiver  *f*, 
the  fanar  •f,  the  fpartium  the  cono¬ 
carpus  ||  and  great  numbers  of  lobelia  <[, 
and  icaque  §.  The  latter  is  a  receptacle 
for  a  kind  of  red  ants,  which  lodge  in  its 
branches :  among  the  leaves  they  form 
a  kind  of  neft,  from  whence  they  affail 
thofe  who  are  fo  imprudent  as  to  draw 
near  to  gather  the  fruit 3  and  they  bite 
them  molt  unmercifully.  I  could  not 
efcape  thofe  infe&s,  as  I  had  a  good 
deal  of  the  wood  to  traverfe.  There 
was  fomething  fo  venomous  in  their 
fting,  that  my  face  and  hands  ^were 
covered  with  blifters,  as  if  they  had 
been  fcalded :  the  pain  was  not  af- 
fuaged,  till  I  got  thoroughly  wet  with 

*  Beidel  ofiar.  P.  Alp .  AEgyp.  pag.  83. 

•j-  Trees  which  have  not  been  yet  defcribed. 

%  Spartium  fcandens,  citreis  foliis,  floribus  albis,  ad 
nodos  confertim  nafcentibus.  Plum .  cat .  pag.  19. 

||  Conocarpus.  Linn.  hart.  Cliff,  pag.  485. 

IT  Lobelia  frutefcens,  portulacae  folio.  Plum.  gen.  pag.  2 1 . 

§  Icaco  fruftu  ex  albo  rubefcente.  Plujn.  gen.  pag.  43. 
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a  heavy  rain,  which  fell  in  the  beginning 
of  the  night,  and  was  attended  with  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning,  by  the  help  of  which 
I  faw  my  way  to  crofs  the  river,  and  got 
back  to  the  ifland  of  Senegal. 


thinksof re-  As  foon  as  I  arrived  there,  I  began  to 
ti S  tc  think  of  returning  to  France.  I  had  been 
abfent  from  home  upwards  of  four  years; 
and  during  that  time  I  had  had  occafion  to 
make  as  numerous  a  feries  of  obfervations, 
as  could  reafonably  be  expected  in  the  fet-* 
tlement  of  Senegal :  at  lead,  if  there  were 
any  more  remaining,  they  were  only  fuch  as 
might  be  deemed  a  mere  matter  of  curios 
fity,  or  generally  efcape  the  eye  of  even 
the  mod  clear-fighted,  or  require  too  long 
a  day  to  finiffi.  Thefe  confederations  wrere 
fufficient  to  determine  me ;  and  as  feveral 
veffels  were  expeded  that  very  fame  month, 
I  refolved  to  embrace  that  opportunity. 


Though  I  had  fent  yearly  into  France 
to  Meffieurs  de  Reaumur  and  de  Juffieu, 
a  great  number  of  animals,  birds,  fifhes, 

infeds. 


I 
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jnfedts,  herbs,  feeds  of  plants,  and  other 
produftions  of  the  country,  according  as 
they  fell  in  my  way;  yet  I  was  fenfible 
that  many  things  were  Hill  wanting, 
efpecially  feveral  trees  and  fhrubs  which 
had  never  yet  been  feen  in  Europe, 
not  even  in  the  king's  gardens.  Being 
apprized  of  the  particular  encourage¬ 
ment  his  majefty  vouchfafes  to  give  to 
botanifts,  and  excited  moreover  by  the 
orders  of  the  Duke  d’Ayen,  which  I  re¬ 
ceived  by  means  of  M.  B.  de  Juffieu, 
I  thought  my  honour  concerned,  as  a 
naturalift,  not  to  return  to  France,  with¬ 
out  bringing  along  with  me  the  mod  re¬ 
markable  plants  that  grow  in  the  fcorch- 
ing  climate  of  Senegal,  to  add  them 
to  thofe  which  his  majefty  has  collected, 
from  both  hemifpheres,  and  which  are 
preferved  with  fuch  tafte  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  in  the  green-houfes  at  Trianon, 
Choifi,  and  Paris. 

With  this  view  I  refolved  to  take  one 

.  _ 

trip  more  to  Podor  j  and  accordingly  I  fet 
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out  the  tenth  of  July  with  a  favour¬ 
able  wind.  Since  I  had  been  in  the 
country,  I  had  never  feen  but  two  Eu¬ 
ropean  plants,  the  tamarifk  and  pur- 
llane :  and  this  third  expedition  gave 
me  an  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  of 
all  the  trees  which  line  the  banks  of 
the  Niger,  there  is  not  an  eighth  part, 
but  what  are  of  a  very  hard  fpinous  wood, 
chiefly  acacias,  taller  and  flenderer  in 
proportion  as  they  are  more  remote 
from  the  fea  coaft.  But  what  {truck 
me  moft,  was  the  {hooting  of  monkeys, 
which  I  enjoyed  within  fix  leagues 
this  fide  of  Podor,  on  the  lands  to  the 
fouth  of  Donai,  otherwife  called  Coq;- 
and  I  do  not  think  there  ever  was 
better  fport.  The  veffel  being  obliged 
to  flay  there  one  morning,  I  went  on 
fhore,  to  divert  myfelf  with  my  gun. 
The  place  was  very  woody,  and  full 
of  green  monkeys,  which  I  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  but  by  their  breaking  the  boughs 
on  the  tops  of  the  trees,  from  whence 
they  tumbled  down  upon  me  :  for 

in 
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In  other  refpe&s  they  were  fo  filent,  1753. 
and  nimble  in  their  tricks,  that  it  would  .  July*  ,f 
have  been  difficult  to  hear  them.  Here 
I  flopped,  and  killed  two  or  three  of 
them,  before  the  others  feemed  to  be 
much  frighted :  however,  when  they 
found  themfelves  wounded,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  look  for  fiieiter;  fome  by  hiding 
themfelves  among  the  large  boughs  * 
others  by  coming  down  upon  the 
ground ;  others,  in  fine,  and  thefe  wTere 
the  greateft  number,  by  jumping  from 
one  tree  to  another.  Nothing  could 
be  more  entertaining,  when  feveral  of 
them  jumped  together  on  the  fame 
bough,  than  to  fee  it  bend  under 
them,  and  the  hithermoft  to  drop  down 
to  the  ground,  while  the  reft  got  fur¬ 
ther  on,  and  others  were  ftill  fufpended 
in  the  air.  As  this  game  was  going 
on,  I  continued  ftill  to  fhoot  at  them  :  and 
though  I  killed  no  lefs  than  three  and 
twenty  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  and  within 
the  fpace  of  twenty  fathoms,  yet  not  one 
of  them  fcreeched  the  whole  time,  not- 

withftanding 
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withftanding  that  they  united  in  com¬ 
panies,  knit  their  brows,  gnafhed  their 
teeth,  and  feemed  as  if  they  intended  to 

attack  me. 

»  :  * 

My  firfl  care,  upon  my  arrival  at  Podor, 
was  to  gather  as  many  plants  as  poffible 
for  the  king’s  garden  $  and  I  had  great 
fuccefs  in  collecting  and  putting  into  two 
large  cherts  three  hundred  different  trees* 
before  I  left  the  fadtory :  for  the  laft  time 
I  went  a  fhooting,  upon  my  return  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bokol,  which  was  on 
the  fecond  of  Auguft,  by  walking  in  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  I  had  been  feized  with  a 
burning  fever,  of  that  malignant  fort  which 
carries  off  mart  Europeans  in  lefs  than  two 
days.  Thus  thrs  voyage  proved  more 
dangerous  to  me,  than  all  my  former  ex¬ 
peditions  and  fatigues,  in  the  fpace  of  four 
years,  during  which  time  I  never  had 
the  leaft  illnefs.  I  was  three  days  with¬ 
out  any  affiftance,  before  I  arrived  at 
'  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  where  I  ftrug- 

gled  with  the  diftemper  a  whole  month 

and 
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and  after  a  relapfe,  which  brought  me 
within  an  inch  of  my  grave,  at  length  I 
totally  recovered.  My  youth,  and  a  found 
conditution,  which  had  never  been  hurt 
by  debauch,  together  with  the  generous 
affidancd  of  the  tendered  of  friends 
preferved  my  life. 

Of  all  the  vefiels  that  came  this  year 
upon  the  coaft,  there  was  only  one  left, 
with  which  I  could  return  to  France.  I 
went  on  board  her  in  a  date  of  convales¬ 
cence,  after  paffing  the  bar  the  fixth  time, 
and  we  weighed  from  the  road  of  Sene¬ 
gal  the  6th  of  September.  The  contrary 
winds,  which  prevail  at  that  time  of  the 
year,  did  not  promife  us  a  fhort  voyage; 
and  as  they  blew  from  the  north  and 
north-ead,  we  could  not  dretch  north¬ 
ward,  but  were  condantly  obliged  to  bear  to 
the  wed.  Upon  our  way,  within  ten  leagues 
of  the  iflands  of  Cape  Verd,  perceiving 
a  very  white  fea,  we  founded  a  hundred 
fathoms  or  more,  without  finding  any 

*  M.  Andriot,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned. 

bottom : 
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bottom :  after  which  the  fea  having  re- 
fumed  its  ufual  colour,  we  imagined  we 
had  palled  over  a  white  fand-bank,  which 

the  Dutch  charts  mark  at  eighty  fathoms. 

/  *  *  * 

At  a  time  when  we  were  within  two 
hundred  leagues  of  the  coaft,  between  the 
17th  and  1 8th  degree  of  latitude,  a  calm 
came  on,  which  lafted  almolt  fifteen  days, 
with  fuffocating  heats  :  it  was  fo  ftill,  that 
the  (hip  did  not  feem  to  change  fituation, 
though  the  current  had  carried  us  a  great 
way  fouthward.  This  was  the  propereft 
place  in  the  world  to  find  the  fea  water 
in  its  full  faltnefs  •,  fince  we  were  at  fuffi- 
cient  diftance  from  land,  to  be  under  no 
apprehenfion  that  the  river  waters  could 
communicate  any  of  their  frelhnefs  to  it ; 
I  therefore  filled  ‘  a  bottle,  which  I  fealed 
hermetically,  with  an  intention  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  analyfis  of  it  at  my  return  to 
France. 

There  is  nothing  more  tirefome  than 
to  be  in  a  veffel  becalmed ;  and  nothing 

2  mor.e 
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more  dreadful  than  to  be  far  out  at  fea, 
when  provifions  begin  to  fall  Abort.  We 
made  ufe  of  this  unlucky  accident  to  catch 
fome  fifh,  and  were  very  much  in  the 
right  for  the  fmall  quantity  of  frefli  pro¬ 
vifions  we  had  taken  in  at  Senegal,  was 
confumed  $  fo  that  we  were  now  reduced 
to  fait  meat,  and  likely  to  be  ftill  a  long 
at  fea. 

At  that  time  there  was  great  plenty  of 
requiens,  bonites,  grand  oreilles,  and  gol- 
dennis  :  the  three  latter  live  only  on  flying- 
fifh,  of  which  they  are  fo  greedy,  that  if 
you  only  counterfeit  one  of  them,  by  co¬ 
vering  the  hook  with  a  little  linen,  and 
two  white  feathers,  and  let  it  hang  at  the 
end  of  a  rod,  or  behind  the  fliern,  they  will 
be  fure  to  bite  directly.  We  ufed  no  other 
bait ;  and  it  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  wre 
took  a  prodigious  quantity  of  them,  part 
of  which  we  falted,  for  fear  of  fear- 
city.  The  bonite  and  grand  oreille  are  a 
middling  fpecies  of  tunny-fifh*  and  have 
altogether  the  fame  tafte  :  the  goidennis  is 

Y  forpewhat 
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fomewhat  inferior  to  them  in  this  refpeft ; 
but  greatly  furpafles  them  in  beauty :  and 
without  doubt,  it  is  the  beautifulleft  fifh  in 
the  fea.  The  colour  of  its  body  is  a  dark 
blue  ground,  which  in  the  water  appears 
like  an  azure  blue,  and  after  pafling 
through  all  the  gradations  of  green  and 
violet,  is  loft  in  a  gold  lu-ftre,  diffufed  all 
round  its  fides,  which  gives  it  the  richeft 
drefs  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined. 

♦  9  *  ’  • 

__  .  ,  r  _  _  .  y  ,  •  4  r>  ^  >  A  Jk  4 

To  this  firft  calm  fucceeded  feveral 
others,  the  fhorteft  of  which  were  from 
three  to  eight  days ;  nor  did  they  leave  us 
till  we  had  palled  the  30th  degree  of  la¬ 
titude.  There  we  had  fouth-weft  winds,  * 

4  .  1 

by  the  help  of  which  we  intended  to  put 

into  the  nearefl  of  the  Azores.  This  was 
the  bed:  thing  we  could  do  in  our  prefent 
fituation,  when  we  wanted  both  bifcuit 
and  frefh  water,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
our  fhip’s  company  were  unfit  fot  fervice. 

A  few  days  after  we’defcried  a  very 
high  foggy  land,  which  we  found  to  be 

the 
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the  ifle  of  Pico ;  and  near  it  was  that  of 
Fayal.  We  made  all  the  fail  we  could  to¬ 
wards  the  latter,  and  entered  the  harbour 
to  the  eaflward  the  20th  of  Odtober. 
There  we  caft  anchor  in  fifteen  fathoms, 
afterwards  in  nine,  a  fandy  bottom, 
fubjedt  to  magnetical  attradlion,  and  a  bad 
holding  ground.  This  is  the  only  port 
in  the  lfland  of  Fayal ;  and  though  it  feems 
to  be  fheltered  by  two  great  mountains, 
yet  it  is  expofed  to  the  north-eaft  and 
fouth-eaft  winds,  which  oceafion  a  very 
rough  fea,  efpecially  in  autumn,  and  drive 
the  fhips  off  the  coaft,  unlefs  they  are  well 
moored  with  three  and  even  four  anchors. 
From  the  weft  winds  it  is  covered  by  the 
ifland  itfelf,  out  of  which  it  is  fcooped, 
as  it  were,  in  afemicircle,  four  hundred 
fathoms  wide,  and  three  hundred  deep. 
The  ifland  of  Pico,  which  is  two  leagues 
over  againft  it,  fhelters  it  alfo  from  the 
general  eaft  winds  3  but  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  the  caufe  of  its  being  annoyed  by 
others  far  morei  dangerous :  for  it  refleds 
the  fouth-weft  and  north-weft  winds  that 

Y  2 


323 

I7 53* 

Odlober. 

2,0  Odtofeer 
he  arrives  at 
the  ifland  of 
Fayal. 


Winds 
caufed  bf 
the  ifland 
Fayal, 


come 


324 

1753- 

October. 


The  ifland 
of  Pico. 


A  VOYAGE 

come  towards  it ;  and  it  flops  the  clouds, 
which  occafion  fuch  a  variation  of  winds. 
I  obferved  during  my  flay  at  Fayal,  and 
the  inhabitants  affured  me,  they  had  long 
experienced  it,  that  as  often  as  the  iile  of 
Pico  is  darkened  by  a  fog,  it  is  productive  of 
wind ;  and  this  they  look  upon  as  their 
moft  faithful  anemofcope  *.  It  is  likely 
that  this  mountain  has  the  fame  effeCt  as 
an  uneleCtrified  body,  which  attradleth 
the  clouds;  whence  it  happens,  that  the 
ambient  air,  being  prefted  unequally  on  all 
tides,  is  forced  to  take  an  irregular  courfe. 

The  Pico  of  the  Azores  is  hardly 
more  than  half  a  league  in  perpendicular 
height:  when  viewed  from  the  fide  of 
Fayal,  it  has  the  form  of  a  fhort  cone, 
terminating  in  a  fharp  nipple,  and  is  in  38 
deg.  35  m.  north  latitude,  and  3^  deg. 
weft  longitude.  This  is  the  only  moun¬ 
tain  in  the  ifland  of  the  fame  name,  which 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  vineyard  plot 

*  An  inftruraent  which  fhews  from  what  fide  the  winds 
blow. 
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of  Fayal:  for  the  latter  depends  there¬ 
on,  and  all  its  inhabitants  have  their 
country  houfes  there,  with  their  farms 
and  vineyards,  which  they  cultivate 
with  great  care.  Thither  they  go  every 
year  to  attend  their  vintage,  which  pro- 
duceth  two  forts  of  white  wine,  like  fack, 
but  of  an  inferior  quality.  Their  malmfey 
is  not  fo  lufcious :  but  the  dry  or  table 
wine  is  almoft  as  ftrong  as  brandy,  and 
quickly  mounts  up  to  the  head.  As  foon 
as  their  wines  are  made,  they  convey 
them  in  September  and  Qdober  to  their 
cellars  in  Fayal,  from  whence  they  are 
exported  to  Braiil  and  fome  other  parts 
of  the  world,  by  the  name  of  wines  of 
Fayal,  though  this  ifland  produceth  none, 
and  they  all  come  from  Pico. 

If  Fayal  was  not  expofed  to  fuch 
frequent  gufts  of  wind,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  moil  beautiful  harbours  in  the 
world,  becaufe  of  the  delightful  pro- 
fpeft  it  affords,  to  thofe  who  approach  it 
by  fea.  The  fray  we  made  there,  be- 

Y  3  fore 
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fore  we  went  on  fhore,  gave  me  an  op^ 
portunity  to  view  it  at  my  full  leifure.  It 
appears  like  a  mountain  fcooped  into  a 
femicircle,  and  divided  into  four  or  five 
fummits,  covered  with  trees,  which 
defcend  down,  as  far  as  the  fea,  by  a  very 
gentle  declivity.  At  the  foot  of  this 
mountain  the  town  winds  along  the 
port,  and  is  furrounded  with  a  great 
number  of  gardens,  ranged  one  over  the 
other  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
which  even  in  its  irregularity  affords  a 
mod  charming  view  to  the  eye.  The  an¬ 
choring  place  is  like  that  of  Santa  Cruz 
in  the  ifland  of  Tenerif,  with  this  differ¬ 
ence,  that  the  fhore  is  lefs  fteep,  and  i^ 
covered  with  a  pretty  fine  fand  or  gravel, 
of  a  blackifh  colour,  on  which  it  is  eafier 
landing. 

About  the  middle  of  the  harbour  there 
is  a  kind  of  fort,  the  walls  of  which  are 
wafhed  by  the  fea.  The  town  comes 
next,  and  is  of  the  fame  figure  as 
the  harbour :  it  is  governed  by  a 
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Capitan  mor  %  and  very  populous. 
There  are  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  all 

f  J 

Portuguefe,  moft  of  them  ecclefiaftics, 
and  religious  of,  both  fexes  j  for  indeed,  I: 
never  faw  fo  many  convents  in  one  town. 
The  churches  are  handfome  and  properly 
maintained.  There  are  alfo  feveral  good 
buildings,  among  the  reft  the  college  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Jefuits,  who  are  temporal 
lords  of  the  ifland.  The  burghers  houfes 
are  very  neat,  ail  wainfcotted  and  inlaid^ 
whence  one  may  judge,  that  they  are  in 
no  want  of  wood. 

The  ifland  of  Fayal  is  in  a  fine  climate: 
the  air  is  very  good,  and  preferves  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  winter  a  fufficient  tempera¬ 
ture,  to  have  no  occafion  for  fire  3  and  in¬ 
deed  they  never  warm  themfelves,  nor  do 
you  fee  any  chimney  in  their  houfes.  In 
fummer  it  is  conftantly  refrefhed  with 

*  The  following  are  the  governor’s  titles,  which  he 
gave  me  in  writing  :  Signor  ^Jeronimo  de  Brum  da  Silveira 
Berms  Bidalgo  da  cafa  de  fua  Mag.  e  Canjakiro  PorfeJJo, 
na  Ordem  de  Chryjio  Capitano ,  Maior  da  Capitania  das 
llhas  dos  PJfores  Fayal  e  Pico. 

•  •  •  r~\ 
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breezes :  for  as  it  is  fituate  in  the  middle 
of  the  fea,  it  is  fure  to  receive  them  from 
what  quarter  foever  they  blow ;  and  they 
render  the  heats  fupportble. 

The  foil  is  not  lefs  to  be  admired  than 
the  temperature  of  the  air:  as  it  is  red 
and  flony,  and  in  that  refpedl  very  like 
the  foil  of  the  ifle  of  Pico,  it  would  be 
extremely  fit  for  producing  good  wines  * 
but  there  is  not  room  enough,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  are  fatisfied  with  planting  fuch 
things  as  are  mod  neceffary  for  life.  The 
moifture  of  the  mountains  preferves  its  fer¬ 
tility  :  their  tops  are  covered  wdth  very 
beautiful  trees,  as  walnut  and  chefnut  trees, 
white  poplars,  and  efpecially  ftrawberry^ 
trees,  that  never  lofe  their  verdure.  It  is 
owing  to  the  prodigious  quantity  of  the 
latter  in  this  ifland,  that  the  Portu- 
guefe  have  given  it  the  name  of  Fayaly 
which  in  their  language  lignifies  a  ftraw- 
berry-tree.  The  juice  or  moifture  of  the 
earth  is  wonderful,  being  in  conflant  cul¬ 
ture  :  it  never  lies  idle,  and  yet  is  con¬ 
tinually  producing  the  feveral  fruits  of  the 

2  ^rfh. 
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earth.  On  the  umbrageous  hills  they 
plant  a  great  many  roots,  as  potatoes  and 
colocafia,  which  ferve  to  feed  their  do- 
meftics.  The  fields  are  like  unto  fo 
many  gardens,  parted  from  one  another 
by  dry  walls,  breaft  high :  they  are  fet 
afide  for  corn ;  but  what  little  they  gather, 
is  hardly  fufficient  to  maintain  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  who  fupply  what  is  wanting 
with  maiz,  lupines,  little  ciches,  and 
fome  other  legumes,  which  grow  better 
upon  the  fide  of  the  hill. 
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They  have  likewife  a  confiderable  de-  Garaev 
pendence  upon  their  gardens,  where  they 
cultivate  a  great  number  of  fruit-trees, 
oranges  and  citrons  of  all  forts,  pear, 
apple,  fig,  and  pomegranate  trees,  vines, 
and  olives,  with  herbs  of  various 
forts.  Melons,  giromons,  "  fweet  ca- 
labafhes,  *  and  feveral  other  fruits  of 
the  earth,  grow  almoft  fpontaneoufly. 


*  Cucurbita  oblonga,  flore  albo,  folio  molli.  C.  1 5.  Pin , 
Morif  Hif.  fed.  J.  tab.  5.  Jig,  3. 
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There  is  nothing  wanting,  but  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  to  lay  out  their  gardens  in 
more  order,  and  to  drefs  them  a 
little  better ;  as  they  have  plenty  of 
flowers.  For  borders,  they  have  a  great 
deal  of  onions,  thyme,  lavender,  fage, 
rofemary,  fweet  bafil,  and  aromatic  plants. 
The  pink,  the  gilliflower,  the  balfam 
apple,  the  jeflamin,  the  balifier the 
afphodel-lilliesj,  the  daffodils,  and  the  tu- 
berofe,  were  in  flower  in  the  beginning 

of  the  month  of  November.  At  the 

*  ■  .  ,  * 

fame  time  the  lupines,  with  which  they 
had  planted  the  hills,  had  fhot  out  of 
the  ground,  and  probably  were  to  be  ripe 
the  month  of  January  following, 

<  ,  . 1  i  ...  .7  ■ » I  il  ?  li  S.  I 

i  •.  i  >>  /  i 

It  is  impoflible  to  find  any  where  elfe 
greater  plenty  of  cattle.  They  have  ex¬ 
cellent  oxen,  Iheep,  and  fwine :  they 

likewife  breed  all  forts  of  poultry.  Fi£h 

^  • 

*  Cannacorus  ampliffimo  folio,  Here  rutilo.  hfl.  pag.  367. 
t  Lilio-afpnodelus  puniceus.  Cluf.  ffijl.  1.  pag.  137. 
f  Lupinus  albus.  Park.  Mori/.  Hi/,  /eft.  2.  tab.  y.fg.  3. 
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is  not  very  common,  and  they  have  none 
but  from  the  fea.  At  that  time  they 
were  filling  for  fmall  foies  and  flounders, 
which  they  catched  eafily  with  a  rod. 
I  obferved  a  certain  conformity  between 
this  ifland  and  that  of  Tenerif,  as  it  has 
very  little  game,  and  few  birds.  In 
feveral  of  my  walks,  for  two  leagues  all 
round,  I  met  with  only  a  few  hares,  and 
fome  quail  fcattered  about  the  fields. 
True  it  is,  that  there  were  blackbirds  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains ;  and  I  faw  a  great 
number  of  them  myfelf,  whofe  black 
plumage  was  agreeably  fpeckled  with 
white:  they  perched  in  companies  on 
lira wberry- trees,  eating  the  fruit,  and 
chattering  all  the  time. 

Though  autumn  is  a  very  agreeable 
feafon  in  theAzores  orWeftern  Illes,  yet  the 
fkies  began  to  be  over-caft  and  to  threaten 
rain.  The  ifland  of  Fayal  is  more  rainy 
than  the  reft ;  doubtlefs,  becaufe  of  the 
ifle  of  Pico,  and  its  own  mountains,  which 
determine  the  clouds  to  ftop  there.  Hence 

arife 
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J753,  arife  a  great  number  of  fprings,  which 
oact*n .  appear  every  where,  even  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  town,  where  they  are  colle&ed  in 
well-paved  cifterns.  The  water  of  thefe 
fprings,  though  very  pure,  is  heavy  and 
extremely  crude  $  to  me  it  appeared  to 
have  a  tindlure  of  mineral,  and  of  the 
ferruginous  kind. 


The  iftand 
Fayal  is 
|e  effeft  of 
icano’s. 


The  highefl  mountain  in  this  ifland 
is  very  near  its  center,  within  two  leagues 
and  an  half  from  the  town.  Heretofore 
it  vomited  fire  with  combuftible  mat** 
ter,  and  caufed  frequent  earthquakes* 
The  eruption  in  1672  was  the  laft :  it 
left  at  the  mouth  of  the  volcano  a  large 
bafon,  which,  according  to  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  inhabitants,  has  the  figure 
of  a  parellelogram,  furrounded  with  a 
very  high  wall,  and  fo  regular,  that  one 
would  take  it  to  be  done  by  art,  if  we 
did  not  know  for  certain,  that  it  owes  its 
origin  to  fubterraneous  fires.  The  rain¬ 
waters  have  now  filled  this  bafon,  and 
formed  it  into  a  kind  of  lake,  or,  to  ex- 

prefs 
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prefs  myfelf  more  properly,  a  re- 
fervoir  of  fine  water,  greatly  ad¬ 
mired  by  the  inhabitants.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  whole  furface 
of  the  ifland  has  been  raifed  by  means  of 
this  or  federal  volcanos  together;  for  it 
has  no  other  Hone  than  different  kinds 
of  lavas,  mixed  with  burnt  Hones 
and  pumices.  The  grain  of  thofe 
lavas  is  much  thicker  than  that  of  the 
Hones  of  the  ifland  of  Tenerif,  of 
which  I  have  made  mention  in  the 
beginning  of  this  narrative.^ 

»• 

This  relaxation,  though  fomewhat  long, 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  Befides 
the  knowledge  I  thereby  acquired  of  a 
country,  which  I  had  never  feen  before,  I 
refrefhed  myfelf  after  the  fatigues  of  my 
voyage,  and  was  better  prepared  for  that 
to  France.  The  ufual  flownefs  of  the 
Portuguefe,  and  the  difficulty  We  had 
from  the  roughnefs  of  the  fea,  in  laying  in 

*  See  page  20, 

a  frefh 
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a  frefh  ftore  of  water,  wood,  bifcuit,  flour* 
beef,  fowls,  and  other  provifions,  hindered 
us  from  leaving  the  port  of  Fayal  till  the 
8  th  of  November*  The  wind  was  ait 
fouth-weft,  fo  that  we  foon  loft  fight  of 
the  Azores.  I  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  the  calmnefs  of  the  weather,  to  fill  a 
fecond  bottle  of  water  within  three  hun- 

<  ;•  .  T  ,  .  ,  5 

dred  leagues  of  the  coaft  of  France :  and 
this  was  all  I  wanted,  in  order  to 
make  a  comparifon  between  it,  and  the 
bottle  I  had  filled  in  the  fea  of 
Senegal. 

Our  voyage  from  Senegal  to  Fayal  had 
been  very  tedious  3  but  that  from  Fayal 
to  France  proved  moft  dangerous.  We 
had  fcarcely  advanced  fifty  leagues  from 
the  Azores,  when  a  boifterous  fouth-eaft 
wind  fpread  itfelf  over  the  deep,  and  af- 
failed  us  with  a  ftorm  which  lafted  two 
months.  We  were  obliged  to  furl  our 
fails ;  and  in  this  condition  we  tumbled 
and  tolled  about,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
waves.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  the  fituation 

of 
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of  a  crazy  veffel,  expofed  to  a  tern- 
peftuous  ocean,  now  riling  a-top  a  wa¬ 
tery  mountain,  and  now  finking  into  an 
abyfs;  battered  in  flank  by  one  wave, 
overborne  by  another,which  in  falling  feems 
as  if  it  would  dafh  it  into  a  thoufand  pieces. 
Imagine  at  the  fame  time  the  uneafy  con¬ 
dition  of  a  voyager,  who  feeks  for  repofe, 
which  he  can  no  where  find ;  the  per¬ 
plexity  of  a  pilot,  whofe  art  is  baffled, 
and  who  in  vain  looks  up  to  the  heavens 
to  find  out  his  courfe,  while  thick  clouds  and 
foaming  billows  feem  to  confpire  againft 
him  :  imagine,  in  fhort,  the  confufion  even 
of  the  moft  experienced  mariner,  who  fees  a 
fhip  difappear  on  one  fide  of  him ;  how 
forlorn,  how  comfortlefs  the  fcene  ! 

Such  was  our  filuation  during  the 
two  fhorteft  months  in  the  year;  and  in 
fuch  diftrefs  were  we  toffed  to  and  fro, 
both  in  the  Ocean  and  the  Channel, 
whither  we  were  forced  by  the  currents, 
and  where  we  were  every  day  obliged  to 
avoid  the  very  land  we  fought  for  left 

we 
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we  fhould  fplit  on  the  rocks,  which 
abounded  on  that  coaft :  when  a  calm 
enfuing,  we  took  advantage  of  it  to  get 
out  of  the  Channel,  and  to  feek  for  flicker 
in  Breft.  For  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
had  torn  our  fails  to  pieces,  broke  all 
•our  tackling,  and  damaged  the  body 
of  the  veftel ;  and  as  provifions  were  alio 
fhort,  we  could  not  in  this  condition 
reach  l’Orient,  our  deftined  harbour,  eyen 
if  we  had  had  the  raoft  favourable  gales. 

J  ,  »  r  •  - 

As  foon  as  we  came  to  the  ifle  of 
Ufhant,  we  took  a  coafting  pilot  on  board, 
who  brought  us  into  the  harbour  of  Breft, 
the  4th  of  January,  1754.  The  reader 
jnay  judge  of  the  ftate  I  was  in,  upon  my 
arrival  at  this  port,  after  a  very  hard 
voyage  of  four  months,  which  I  had  under-* 
taken  juft  as  I  was  recovering  from  a  dange¬ 
rous  ficknefs,  the  remembrance  whereof 
was  ftill  more  afflicting  to  me,  when  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  moft  of  the  plants  which  occa- 
fioned  it,  were  deftroyed  by  the  feverity 
of  the  feafon.  While  our  veftel  was 

refitting 
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refitting,  in  order  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage  to  port  1’Orient,  I  pafied  a 
month  at  Breft  for  the  recovery  of 
my  health,  and  to  prepare  myfelf  for 
my  journey  to  Paris :  this  I  performed 
in  the  midft  of  the  froft  and  fnows  of 
the  month  of  February,  which,  as  every 
body  knows,  were  extremely  piercing, 
efpecially  in  Brittany.  The  reft  of  my 
plants  were  killed  by  the  cold  :  how¬ 
ever  they  did  me  a  piece  of  ferviee 
in  convincing  me,  that  even  the  falteft 
water,  fuch  as  that  of  Senegal,  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  frozen.  The  two  bot¬ 
tles  I  brought  from  thence,  well  co¬ 
vered  with  hay,  were  broke  by  the 
ice  congealed  within  them,  which 
tafted  quite  frefh,  as  Mr.  de  Juffieu 
and  I  obferved,  upon  my  arrival  at 
Paris  the  18th  of  February,  after  up¬ 
wards  of  five  years  abfence. 
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We  beg  the  favour  of  the  Reader  to  excufe  a  few 
literal  miftak.es,  and  to  make  the  following  cor^ 
regions. 


ERRATA . 

P84.  1.  1 6.  for  potoes  read  potatoes, 

#  P.  86.  1.  3.  from  the  bottom,  for  high  trot  r, 
moderate  gallop. 

P.  92.  1.  15.  before  w*  r.  which. 

P.  loo.  1.  15.  for Jituations  r- fixations. 

P.  143.  1.  3.  after  life  infert  before  nor  Jince. 

P.  150.  1.  8.  after  thick  put  a  comma,  and  dele  comma 
after  bees. 

P.  1 8 1 .  1.  2.  for foft  x.frejh. 

P.  202.  1.  9.  dele  of  is. 

P.  223.  I.  17.  dele  which. 

P.  300.  1.  7.  for  botates  r.  bat  ate  s. 

P.  31 1.  1.  2.  for  jhrubs  r.  a  Jhrub . 

P.  321  „  1.  9.  before  at  infert  tune. 

P.  331.*!.  to.  from  the  bottom,  foe  companies  r.  flocks. 


